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Account of the Measles in Famaica. By J. QuIER, tn a Letter to 
Dr. Donatp Monro.* 


JAMAICA, Fune 28, 1774. 


Dear Sir, 


] HOPE you will not be difpleafed with my tranfmitting to you 
the following account of a difeafe, that has fometimes occa- 
fioned great mortality in this ifland, and been almoft equally 
dreaded with the {mall pox ; as its manner of appearance in the 
epidemic I defcribe, (as far as I have been able to difcover) was 
the fame it has always obferved in this country; and differed 
much from what is generally feen in Europe. 


The meafles firft made their appearance within the verge of 
my practice, in December1770. In January, of the fucceeding 
year, they {pread apace; and, during the three following 
months, were fo epidemical, that I had feldom lefs than one 
hundred and fifty negroes ill of that difeafe at a time. 

3A 
* This letter of Mr. Quier to Dr. Monro, referred to in the paper in the pre- 


ceding number, is fo little known, though in print, that the Editor will be ex- 
cufed for inferting it. 
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In this epidemic, the fever differed greatly in different peo- 
ple, in the manner of its jiv/ attack. In /fome, it began at once 
with confiderable violence, and was accompanied, within a day 
or two, by the eruption ; in others, it was of a flow remittent 
or intermittent kind, with quotidian paroxyims, and preceded 
the eruption for five or fix days. The ufual fymptoms, (of 
cough, inflamed eyes and throat, anxiety and reftleffnefs,) were 
obferved here in a very great degree. But the mof certain diag- 
noitic of the difeafe in its beginning, (and which I do not re- 
member to have found mentioned by any author that I have 
met with,) was, the appearance of the white aphthous fpecks 
about the guins ; which were always vifible feveral days before 
the eruption, and not unfrequently before the fever began. By 
this fymptom, I difcovered feveral to be affeéted with the 
meatles, before they were themfelves fenfible of any indifpofi- 
tion. As the fever increafed, and the eruption approached, 
thele fpecks fpread themfelves, (together with an eryfipelatous 
inflammation) over the whole furface of the mouth and fauces, 
as far down as could be feen into the pharynx. ‘The cough 
was fhort, dry, and tickling, harafling the patient inceffantly ; 
but without any confiderable difficulty of breathing, or fenfe of 
oppreffion at the breaft, in the intermiflions of coughing; and 
zemed to proceed from the fame eryfipelatous inflammation 
being continued along the larynx, trachea, and its branches, 
quite into the air-veficles of the lungs. The pimples of the 
eruption did not appear fo much in clufters as is ufually the 
cafe in Europe; but were more folitary and diftinét, larger, 
more elevated every where above the furface of the body, and 
attended with more intenfe heat and inflammation of the fkin. 
As the exanthemata fpread farther and grew more numerous, 
the fever and cough increafed; and the inflammation of the 
fkin, eyes, mouth, and throat became more intenfe ; and feemed 
to be frequently continued quite through the gullet, ftomach, 
and inteftines;—the patient being now commonly attacked 
with moft enormous gripes and purging, f{ometimes of blood and 
mucus; and often likewife with inceflant vomiting. 
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About four days from the firft eruption, the exanthemata 
generally difappeared ; and at the fame time, if the patient had 
proper medical affiftance, the fever likewife. But when this was 
not the cafe, and bleeding had been fparingly ufed or entirely 
omitted (where copious ‘bleeding had been requifite;) I have 
feen inftances in which the fever increafed at this time; the in- 
fiammation of the fauces changed from an eryfipelatous to a 
phlegmonic nature; the cough grew more violent ; the ‘patient 
vomited inceflantly ; and was feized with a dyfentery, attended 
with acute and conftant pain of the belly: and died foon after ; 
either from the inflammation of the ftomach and inteftines, or 
from a gangrene fupervening. 


But however judicioufly the difeafe might have been treated, 
the fever and eruption were generally fucceeded, fooner or later, 
by a flux ; in which was voided, (fometimes with and fometimes 
without liquid faces,) a great deal of mucus; moft commonly 
joined, but not intimately mixed, with blood. The ftools were 
preceded by fharp gripings; and were fometimes fo frequent, 
as to bring the patient into the moft imminent danger, and in 
one cafe carried him off very fuddenly. Befides the gripes 
which preceded the ftools, the whole abdomen was affected 
with conftant pain and forenefs ; the dejection of mind and 
proftration of ftrength were great; the ftomach frequently re- 
jeCted every kind of food; and naufea and vomiting were fome- 
times very urgent, and if removed, returned again after a fhort 
time. The tenefmus occafioned very commonly, in children, a 
troublefome protrufion of the rectum through the anus; and, 
in pregnant women, brought on a difcharge of blood from the 
uterus, and fometimes abortion. The rectum was fometimes 
moft evidently ulcerated. In a boy about fix years old, (who 
had not been fufficiently blooded in the febrile ftage of the dif- 
eafe,) the anus was ulcerated; the true aphthe, which appeared 
during the flux, became corroding vlcers, and fpread over the 
whole-mouth, fauces, and lips; a pimple on the margin of the 
upper palpebra of the right eye, and a number of faruncles 
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which broke out on different parts of the body, (efpecially where 


blifters had been applied,) were converted into Jarge ulcers, 
and mortified before his death. 









Thofe who were rot attacked with the flux, had boils in dif- 
ferent parts of the body; and very commonly aa itchy crup- 
tion over the whole fin. ‘The boils and itchy eruption likewile 
generally /ucceeded the flux ; and whenever they appeared, were 
falutary fymptoms. In one cafe, where the lux did not fucceed 
the fever, the matter which ufed to be difcharged that way, 
was evidently tranilated to the brain; and occafioned much 
danger to the patient.* During the flux, a febrile paroxyfm of 
feveral hours or a whole day, happened to fome; and others 





had an intermittent fever of more or le{fs continuance. 





* Plato, a ftout negro, about 30 years old, had no purging after the receflion 
of the meafles. May 16,1771. He complained yefterday of flight tremors, 
and rejected food; had no fleep laft night; took this morning, fal cathart. 


1 amar. feven drachms, with o/. olivar. half an ounce, which gave him two ftools 
| only: this was the firft purge after the meafles. This evening I was fent for. 
: The fymptoms were, frequent convulfive tremors; great reftleffnefs and per- 
| petual jactation of his body ; he talked nonfenfe, and collected ftraws from the 
] floor ; but when fpoken to, would recollect himfelf, and anfwer with tolerable 
coherence ; a perpetual fhort dry cough; refpiration fhort, interrupted and la- 
if borious; apparently great anxiety; perpetual fputation; eyes conftantly in 
motion, with a very wild look; pulfe low, weak, and remarkably flow, but 
regular; fkin cold. When afxed where his complaint lay, he faid he felt pain E 
in his left fide and breaft; if defired to fhew where with his hand, he applied it to 3 


the region of his heart. This day, eat nothing. R camphor. gr. v. afafeetid. 
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gr. ij. teft. oftreor. pp. q. s. ut ft. pulvis, fumend. fexta quaque hora, cum {pt. 
C. C. guttis xxx, ex infuf. folior. falvie. A blifter was applied between the fhoul- 
ders. For food, weak broth was given often in fmall quantities. 17th. He flept a 


ee 


fee 


= 


little laft night, but complained of pain in his head. The fame fymptoms as 
yefterday, with this difference; that he was now more fenfible, and anfwered 
when fpoken to, with more coherence. No ftool fince yefterday before noon. 
Blifters were applied to the head and thighs, and a clyfter injeéted m the even- 
ing; the medicine continued as before. 20th. All the nervous and fpafmodic 
fymptoms removed: (He grew better on the 18th.) The medicine ordered to 
be taken now only three times a day. As he complained much of the forenefs 
eccafioned by the blifters, and want of fleep at night; fifteen drops of tinct. the- 
baic. were directed to be given at night, as long as requifite. 23d. No other 
complaint but of weaknels, : 
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An inflammatory diatheis of the conftitution remained, in 
moft who had had the difeafe feverely, for feveral months after- 
wards. Some few inftances occurred of a difpofition to a 
drop/y, where the body was extremely reduced by the flux. 


Thofe on whom the epidemic exerted its greateft fury, were 
the moft hale, ftrong, and valuable flaves. The worthleis and 


Jazy, and fuch as were emaciated through want of food, eating 
dirt, or fevere ufage, had {carce any indifpofition. 


The fymptoms which I have related naturally diftinguifhed 
the difeafe into two periods: the Febrile and the Dyfentertc ; 
the curative indications of which being very different, I will 
now feparately defcribe the method of treatment which 1 found 
to fucceed beft ia each. 


ift. In the Febrile {tate of the difeafe, za one died; notwith- 
ftanding many were in the ereateft danger. ‘The fafety how- 
ever of the patient in the dyfenteric and moft dangerous period, 
depended chiefly on the method of cure made ufe of in the for- 
mer. As I conftantly obferved that the moft robuft people, 
and thofe in whom the fever and inflammatory fymptoms rofe 
higheft, were always attacked with the fevereft fluxes; I en- 
deavoured to prevent the generation of morbid matter to be dif 
charged by the inteftines in the fecond ftage, by repreffing the 
fever and inflammation by means of a cooling regimen, and as 
large and frequent venefections as the patient’s conftitution 
would bear. 4s /oon therefore as any one complained, (unlefs the 
{tate of his body abfolutely forbid it,) more or lets blood was 
taken away, according to the age, conftitution, and other cir- 
cumftances of the patient. If the mouth only was yet inflam- 
ed, and the fauces not at all or but flightly, a moderate dofe of 
fal cathart. amar. was given, either om the fame day, or next 
morning :—but if it appeared by the ftate of the throat, that 
probably the inflammation extended to the fomach or farther, 
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this was omitted ; (as I found that the mildeft purgative could 
not be borne under that circumftance in this flage of the dif 
eafe, without danger of an hypercatharfis :) an emollient clyf 
ter was however commonly thrown up with advantage. The 
patient was not fuffered to confine himfelf; but was ordered 
to keep conftantly, by day, in the open air in the fhade. Warm 
decoétions of emollient and pectoral herbs were ufed for com- 
mon drink. If the ftomach could bear it, {mall portions of nitre 
were given. Oily tin@ures or /permaceti emulfions were ufed 
plentifully, to mitigate the cough ; and moderate dofes of tinct. 
thebaic. were ufually given at night. The mouth and throat 
were gargled with fome warm emollient decoftion, fweetened 
with mufcovado fugar ;—and the eyes were cooled by the fre- 
quent application of a weak folution of white vitriol and facchar- 
um faturni. 


As the fever and inflammatory fymptoms increafed, the 
bleeding was repeated ; and very frequently a fecond time, about 
the ftate of the fever, juft before the defquamation of the 
exanthemata began. But the moft alarming of all the fymp- 
toms (and which demanded bleeding moff,) were the vomiting and 
purging, which fometimes happened in this period. As this 
was chiefly a /pa/modic affection of the ftomach and inteftines in 
confequence of the inflammation, and attended with excruciating 
pain ; after bleeding, recourfe was had to opium, and that in 
confiderable quantities: (two, three, or even four grains of 
opium were requifite to be given to adults in the courfe of every 
twenty-four hours.) Befides this, fpermaceti, pulvis e traga- 
canth. comp. gum arabic, for the gum of the acajou tree), ftarch- 
jelly, and flarch clyfters with tinét. thebaic. and fometimes 
teftaceous powders, chalk, or Armenian bole, finely pulverized, 
were abfolutely neceffary to be freely ufed; and by thefe means, 
it was generally pleafing to fee with how much certainty and 
eafe thefe fymptoms were removed. At firft, I gave in this 
cafe, a fmall quantity of manna and fal cathart. amar. with a 
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little fweet oil, and a ftroager opiate at night after it than ufual ; 
but the evacuation which enfued, was commonly fo violent.and 
funk the patient fo low, that I found I was miftaken in my idea 
ef the indication; and foon defifted altogether from the ufe of 
4. purgative. 


In this ftage, I chiefly relied on venefeétion, for relieving the 
cough. In fome few cafes that were more than ufually impor- 
tunate, I applied blifters to the thighs: * but the ufe of thefe 
was commonly referved for the dyfenteric period. : 


2d. When the difeafe was treated in this manner, after the 
exanthemata had continued out on the fkin about four days, 
(as I have already faid,) they gradually difappeared; leaving 
the furface of the body covered with furfuraceous fcales :— 
the fever and inflammation of the eyes, mouth, and throat, 
ceafed about the fame time: the cough generally continued 
longer. And now, either immediately, or fometimes not till 
feveral days afterwards, the Dy/enteric period commenced. Not 
unfrequently the purging, which had begun in the febrile, was 
eontinued into, and formed the dyfenteric ftage. 


Immediately upon the complete receffion of the exanthemata, 
and the appearance of the bran-like fcales, if the inflammation 
ef the mouth and fauces was quite gone, it was found expe- 
dient, (whether the patient had or had not yet a flux,) to give 
a gentle dofe of manna and fal cathart. amar. with the addition 
of fome {weet oil :—but if the internal inflammation ftill fub- 
fifted, I thought it proper to defer the purgative for a day or 
two lenger. 


Bleeding, if it had been duly adminiftered in the former pe- 
tiod, was not only unneceflary now, but hurtful, (as it evi- 
dently could not much leffen the quantity of matter to be car- 


*Some Weft India practitioners have net only applied blifters to the inner 
part of the thighs for coughing, but fer vomiting. 
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ried off by the alvine excretion ; but would reduce the patient’s 
{trength, already fcarcely fufficient to bear fo profufe a dif- 
charge.) Bleeding was without doubt indifpenfably requifite 
in thofe cafés, in which I mentioned my having feen the fever 
and internal inflammation iacreafe after the difappearance 
of the eruption, zhrough want of it in the former part of the dif- 
eafe ; but Thad it not in my power to determine from my own 
éxperience, whether, in cafes where the morbid matter is turned 
into the ftomach and bowels, (while the inflammation with 
which they were affected in the febrile period fubfifts,) it be 
moft expedient to adminifter purgatives immediately ; or to en- 
deavour firff to remove, or.at leaft to abate, the inflammation 
by repeated bleeding, opiates, and demulcents ; though I am 
inclined to believe the latter. The cafes of this kind which 
occurred, were but few: they foon proved fatal, but did not 
happen in my own practice. 





At night, after the operation of the cathartic, an opiate was 
always given. But although the purge generally mitigated the 
feverity of the flux, if already begun; or rendered that fubfe- 
quent to it more mild than it would otherwife have been; yet 
it was never able to carry off the former, nor often to prevent 
the latter : often indeed, the {tools continued from this time to 
increafe in number, notwithftanding the opiate given at night ; 
and the Dyfentery began from thence. 


If the cough remained after the purge had been adminiftered, 
(as was moft frequently the cafe ;) blifters, applied to the 
thighs very feldom failed to remove that fymptom entirely. 


Let us fuppofe the Dyfentery to be now begun, with fevere 
gripes, and blood and mucus in the ftools; and the patient to 
have taken one dofe of the oily purge. Here it was proper to 
have recourfe to the fame method which I propofed in the fux 
of the febrile period. The fame mucilaginous, demulcent, and 
abforbent medicines were neceflary to defend the ftamach and guts 
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from the acrimony of the morbid matter : and opiates were requifite, 
not only to prevent the evacuation from exhaufting too much 
the itrength, and throwiag the patient into a deliquium ; but 
likewife, to quiet the painful {pafms, to moderate the inflamma- 
tory difpofition, and to impede the acceffion of its more direful 
effets. Nor was any danger to be apprehended from the acrid 
matter being pent up within the body, by the ufe of opiates ; as 
two, three, or four grains of opium taken by an adult, in the 
fpace of twenty-four hours, were in general, at this time of the 
difeafe, but barely able to reftrain the flux within fuch bounds, 
ag mot to cxhauft the patient.* 


The manner in which the blood appeared in the ftools, to- 
gether with the tenefmus, indicating a violent irritation of the 
rectum by the /harp humours which flowed through it; I or- 
dered a ftarch clyfter, with the addition of fome tinét. thebaica, 
to be injected daily twice; which not only gave eafe, and pre- 
vented the ulceration of that gut; but greatly diminifhed, and 
in time entirely ftopped, the excretion of mucus. From this 
circumftance, it likewife appeared, that the fource of the mucus 
was commonly no higher than the great inteftines; and moft 
frequently perhaps in the rectum, and inferior part of the co- 
lon; in which opinion I was confirmed, by obferving, that 
towards the decline of the flux, fome perfons had three or four 

tercoraceous ftools in a day, of a tolerable confiftence; but 


between them, a frequent excretion of mucus, without the leait 
admixture of feces. 


If the patient had wo flux, a repetition of the purgative, about 
four days after the firft dofe, commonly finifhed his cure; but if 
he had the flyx, it was ftill more neceffary; and after it, the 


3B 


* This free ufe of opium, at this time, may appear reprehenfible ; but the 
frequent fainting fits, and femetimes even fudden death (one inftance of which 
occurred in my own practice, and I have known of others) which happened from 
the prodigious difcharge by ftool, were no otherwife to be prevented; and the 
fuccefs juftified the ufe of the medicine. 
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fame medicines were to be ufed as before ; with a further repe- 
tition of the oily purge, if feverifhnefs, flight naufea, tenfion of the 
belly, or return or increafe of the griping pains, required it. 


As foon as by the ufe of the oily purges, opiates, and demul- 
cent medicines, the painfulnefs of the abdomen and gripes were 
either wholly or nearly gone ; and the ftools {however liquid,) 
became ftercoraceous ; it was then time to endeavour to divert 
the humours from flowing inwards, by increafing the difcharge 
by the cutaneous emun¢tory ; to reftrain the rapidity with which 
the periftaltic motion precipitated the contents of the inteftines. 
towards the anus, by obliterating the impreffion of the morbid 
itimuli, by means of paregorics, and introducing others of a 
‘ferent nature ; and to reftore the tone of the bowels by me- 
dicines of the warm and bracing kind. ‘Thefe feveral indica- 
tions I found to be very fuccefsfully anfwered, by continuing 
the ufe of the opium as before; by giving half a drachm of 
theriac. androm. or mithridate, two grains of rhubarb, and 
from five to ten grains of toafted nutmeg, or a drop or two of 
its effential oil, or one of that of cinnamon, three or four times 
a day; and directing a decodtion of logwood, or of the bark of 
the guava tree, with fome warm aromatic, to be ufed for com- 
mon drink. If the quantity of rhubarb, in the medicine juft 
defcribed, after being taken for a few days, feemed to purge the 
patient ; it was beft to omit it for two days; and then add it 
again for about three days, alternately. 


a 
Cha 


About the decline of the flux it generally happened, after the 
ftools had decreafed in number, and grown of a better confif- 
tence for fome time, that the belly became ten/e and painful ; and 
fhortly after, a pretty fevere purging fucceeded for two or three 
days ; when the frequency of the fiools gradually diminifhed, 
and at length the belly became again tenfe and painful. This 
painful tenfion of the belly and purging continued to return al- 
ternately, for fome time; and now and then proved very trou- 
lefome. As foon, and as often as this tenfion and painfulnefs 
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‘appeared, it was found expedient to give a {mall dofe of manna; 


or, what I thought better, of rhubarb, (which could not be 
ufed in the earlier part of the flux, without occafioning moft 
fevere gripes, and increafing the difcharge of blood.) After 
the operation of the rhubarb, or manna, (as often as it was re- 
quifite to have recourfe to them,) the ufe of the medicines juft 
now recommended, was to be refumed ; and in this manner to 
be continued, until the inteftines and their fun¢tions were re- 
ftored to their natural ftate.* By thefe means moitt of the fick 
efcaped ; fome recovering very foon, and without any difficulty ; 
others only by degrees, after the flux had run on for feveral 
weeks. Not a little care was requifite to prevent a relapfe ; 
which happened very eafily from irregularities, or catching 
cold. I have likewife known a flux come on from getting wet 
in a fhower of rain, near a month after the difappearance of the 
meafles ; when only a very trifling purging had fucceeded the 
receffion of the exanthemata. 


Not unfrequently it happened pretty early, in this fecond 
period of the difeafe, if there was but little or no purging; or, 
if the flux was more profufe, towards its decline or after its 
total ceflation; that many were affected with Jo/s of appetite, 
naufea, and fometimes puking. In this cafe a vomit, and after it 
a dofe of rhubarb, were given; which always removed thefe 
fymptoms for the prefent ; but as they were very apt to return, 


_ it was generally neceflary to repeat thefe evacuations after a 


fhort interval of time. 


As after thofe violent affections of the ftomach and bowels, 
thefe vifcera frequently contracted a great debility, (which pro- 
duced lofs of appetite, indigeftion, and flatulency ;) the ufe of 
bitter and aromatic infufions was found of great advantage. 


* The rhubarb was always left out of the medicine for a day or two after the 
purge had been taken. Some people were now and then affected in the man- 
ner I have juft mentioned, after they had altogether ceafed to take medicines.’ 
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When the violence of the gripes and tenefmus brought on a 
difcharge of blood from the uterus, in pregnant women ; after 
bleeding, (if the patient appeared capable of bearing that evacu- 
ation,) it was of fervice to remove, as much as poflible, the irri- 
tating caufe, by a gefitle dofe of manna and fweet oil; to calm 
the fpafms with large and frequent dofes of opium; and to de- 
fend the re&tum from the fharp humours, and render it lefs 
fenfible of their acrimony by /farch clyffers with tin&. thebaic. 
But notwithftanding all my endeavours, abortion fometimes 
happened: this likewife fometimes came on fuddenly, and 
without any previous hemorrhage. If after the dyfentery had 
ceafed, a draining of blood from the pudenda continued obfti- 
nate ; or, after having once or oftener ftopped, returned without 
abortion ; (and opiates, Peruvian bark, and elixir of vitriol had 
failed ;) I have fometimes given with fuccefs, three or four times 
a day, a fpoonful or two of a watery tincture, made with half 
a drachm of calcined vitriol, and a handful of fome aftringent 
bark infufed in a quart of cold water. This medicine I have 
likewife ufed with great advantage in other uterine floodings.* 


* Since that time, t have ufed the following medicine; which i think more ef- 
ficacious; indeed the moft to be depended on of any that I know in hzmor- 
thages, in which aftringents are proper. KR. Cort. Peruv. pulv. Zi. Aquz Ib. iv. 
Cogue ad partem dimidiam: tum adjice vitrioli calcinat. 3fs. et ab igne 
igne auferatur decoctum ; cumque penitus refrixerit, coletur. A fpoonful of this 
medicine, added to four fpoonfuls of a decoétion of bark, or diluted with as much 
cold water, I have ufually given three or four times a day ;—and to prevent its 
being decompofed in the ftomach and inteftines, have fometimes added a few 
drops of elixir vitrioli acidi to each dofe. A lady of a very lax habit of body, 
who had been married about twenty months, had mifcarried twice within that 
time. About a fortnight after her laft mifcarriage, which happened when fhe 
was from home, on a vifit; fhe rode about fixteen miles to her own houfe. On 
the next day, fhe was feized with a violent pain and tenfion of the hypogaftrium, 
and excruciating pains of her bowels. By the help of emollient clyfters and fo- 
mentations, and gentle diaphoretic and anodyne medicines, fome fetid grumes of 
blood came away from the uterus; and a moderate difcharge fucceeding, fhe was 
within a few days, to all appearances perfectly well. About five weeks after- 
wards, fhe informed me, that the difcharge had never entirely ceafed after her 
late illnefs ; and was now fo much increafed, that fhe was reduced, by the hemor- 
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During the dyfenteric (contrary to what I had done in the 
preceding) period, I diretted the body to be kept warm, efpecially 
at night; with a view of promoting the difcharge of the vitiated 
humours by perfpiration ; and of preventing their being turned 
in fo impetuoufly upon the inteftines. The food, both in this 
and the febrile ftage, was of the flighteft and blandeft kind that 
could be afforded; fuch as flour-pap, boiled rice, and frefh- 
meat broths. 


It may perhaps be a circuimftance worth noticing relative to 
this flux, that, when a great number were fick together, (it not be- 
ing unufual for fifty or fixty negroes belonging to the fame 
eftate, to have the difeafe at the fame time,) it was always fe- 
vereft; and I have often obferved the nurfes, and even myfelf to 
be affeéted, in fome degree, with the fame diforder. As I at- 
tributed this to the effluvia of their excrements, I ordered holes 
to be digged every morning for the fick to eafe themfelves into; 
and to be clofed again next day; but fuch was their perverfe- 
nefs, that they could not be prevailed on to make ufe of this 
convenience. 


The appearance of a fingle febrile paroxyfm, without any 
other remarkable fymptom, in the fecond ftage of the difeafe, 
required no particular regard ; but if the attacks were repeated, 


shage to a ftate of great debility. As the difeafe feemed to proceed from weak- 
nefs and laxity, 1 advifed her to ufe the decoction of bark, with elixir of vi- 
triol. ‘The bark,when fhe began to take it, having a tendency to run off by 
ftool, I fubftituted a few drops of tinct. thebaic. in the place of the elixir of vi- 
triol; the confequence of which was a great increafe of the hemorrhage. Other 
methods being taken to prevent a diarrhea, the decoction of bark and elixir of 
vitriol were continued for feveral days; without the leaft benefit. I then had re- 
courfe to the medicine before defcribed; which being added to the decodtion of 
bark, in the manner already mentioned, almoft immediately produced a confider- 
able alteration ; and foon entirely {topped the hemmorrhage. Its ufe was, how- 
ever, {till continued for fome time afterwards, with the addition ef a few drops of 


elixir vitrioli acidi, to each dofe ; and reftored the patient to a ftate of good 
health fhe had not often experienced before. 
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(as was not unfrequently the cafe, though I never obferved it 
either in the beginning of the flux or while it was very fevere,) 
it was neceffary to have recourfe to the bark. | 


If the difeafe was treated in the manner I have related, not- 
withftanding the violence of many of its fymptoms, it was far 
from being fatal ; the number of thofe that died, according to 
the beft calculation I could make, not amounting to more than 
one out of eighty. 


I have already obferved, that moft people were particularly 
fubject to inflammatory complaints after the meafles :—The other 
morbid affections which occurred in confequence of them, were 
not many. ‘The moft remarkable were, 


I. A tetanus and locked jaw, in a girl about eleven years old, 
from catching cold in a rainy day. She perfectly recovered in 
the fpace of a month, by means of opiates : the greateft quantity 
fhe took, was twenty drops of tinét. thebaic. every two hours. 


If. A woman about forty, and a boy about feventeen years 
old, after fevere fluxes, grew anafarcous ; the boy had been af- 
fe&ted with the fame diforder more than once before. The 
woman died about three months after the meafles ; but the boy 
recovered, notwithftanding the fcarifications of his fcrotum had 
mortified, and thofe on his legs had been kept with difficulty 
from being affected in the fame manner. They both took the 
cort. Peruv. and chalybeate preparations; and were fupported 
with the moft generous food that could be afforded them. 


III. A fucking child, of the age of eighteen months, had a 
flight dry cough after the meafles ; to this acceded a periodical 
fever, with quotidian paroxyfms. All my endeavours could not 
perfectly remove the cough ; which if at any time a little better, 
fhortly refumed its former violence. The fever likewife, al- 
though it fometimes ceafed for a week, or at other times longer, 
yet conftantly returned again. The lungs were evidently much 
obftructed, but did not feem to be /uppwrated ; the fever was alfe 


















































pl Danae ys 
hi, 
















Account of the Meafles in Famaica. 379 


more inflammatory, and had feverer paroxyfms, than is ufual in 
the purulent kind. Thechild lingered in this manner for about - 
fix months, and then died tabid. I have obferved the fame kind 
of fever and cough at other times, from obftructed and inflamed 
lungs in this country.* . 


To thefe remarks it may not be improper to add, that dur- 
ing the courfe of the epidemic, the weather was extremely dry 
and fair ; but about the end of April, fome rain fell, and in the 
beginning of May the wet /eafon fet in ; which fo entirely put a 
{top to the difeafe, that I faw only one boy feized with it after 
the rains began. 

Iam, &c. 


J. QUIER. 


Dr. DonaLp Monro. 


* In this country, where hardly any fevers occur, but of the intermittent kind ; 
and thofe with every variety of type, and irregularity of parexyfm, and accom- 
panied frequently with diverfe adventitious fymptoms, and, amongft others, with 
affetions of the lungs ; it is perhaps impoflible to difcover immediately this hec- 
tic fever ; which will therefore, moft probably be treated at firft, whenever it 
happens, as one of the intermittent kind, with a cough. With refpec to the ne- 
ceflity of bleeding, no one can be miftaken; but the bark will be too readily 
given ; which always increafes the cough and difficulty of breathing, and fre- 
quently changes the intermittent into a continual fever. ‘he blood in this dif- 
eafe, (in whatever quantities and however often it be drawn,) has, to the very 
laft, more of the tenacious inflammatory fize than, I think, I have feen at any other 
time. As far as I have obferved, relief is only to be exnected from frequent bleed= 
ings, the antipblogiftic neutral falts, dilution, and a low diet : the bark is certainly nox- 
ious. Herein this diforder differs from moft inflammatory pleurifies and peripneu- 
monies in this country ; which, if vencfection be uery liberally ufed at the fame time, 
bear the bark well. Indeed the free and early ufe of this medicine is as necef- 
fary in the difeafes here, as in the veternous fevers in Italy, and fome other fou- 
thern countries cf Europe ; fer, (asthe fever, which attends thefe local inflamma- 
tions, is always, unlefs by accident, of the intermittent kind) if the greateft remif- 
fion of the fymptoms, that can be wifhed for, be obtained at the end of a par. 
oxy{m ; the next return of the fever will almoft always, if the cafe be in the leat 
degree fevere, bring every thing back into the fame, and frequently a much worfe 
ftate than before. Next tothe lancet, therefore, the faving life depends on mak- 
ing the patient {fwallow, in the intermiflion, as much bark as his ftomach can 
bear ; that, if poflible, a return of the fever may be prevented, or at leaft the fe- 
verity of the next greatly mitigated. 
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An Account of the Diffection of a young Man, who died Dropfcal, 
which 1 referred to in the Letter to Dr. Rusu.* 


B. aged about twenty-two years, having occafionally 
e felt indifpofed, and moft commonly indolent for the 
laft two or three years of his life, was attacked in a dif- 
tant part of the ftate, in the fall of 1804, with two acute dif- 
eafes in fucceflion.t After his apparent recovery, he returned 
home, lived fuil, and took little exercife ; and partial fwellings, 
though (as is believed) without permanence, manifefted them- 
felves from time to time in different parts of his body. In Ja- 
nuary, he applied for advice on account of a confirmed afcites 
and.anafarca, his evacuation by urine being at this time very 
fmall. His death took place April 11, 1805 ; notwithftanding 
a confiderable variety of the regular methods of cure had been 
employed, and in fome refpeéts, with apparent tuccefs. 
















y | His body being opened, exhibited the following appear- 
a ances. 


The tumor by different means had wholly quitted his thighs, 
legs and face; and was much reduced in the abdomen : where 
however, there were ftill ten or eleven pints of ferous fluid, of 


Wie 
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; a light brown colour, joined by about one pint of pus. 

: 

| The omentum, mefentery, and mefocolon were ragged and 
i thickened ; and contained many knots. 

¢ The liver had fuffered erofion to the depth of about one- 
‘ eighth of an inch, over a very great extent of its furface; fome 
e {mall portions of it feemed wanting, as if fliced off by different 
t cuts of a knife; one {mall portion of the fubftance feemed full 
; of punctures, accompanied with cracks, as if it had been the 
i * See the letter—p. 341, of this Volume. 


+ Said to be fever and dyfentery; but the order of their attack is not known. 
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fabject of a peculiar kind of rot, to the depth of an inch ; various 
parts of the edges of the liver were fchirrous; but there was 
no abfcefs. The colour within was tawny and brown, as if 
the liver had been kept for a time in hot water. Where it had 
the extenfive erofion above mentioned, it was thickly coated 
with yellow matter, refembling the healthy pus of a healing 
wound. 


The rectum within was inflamed, perhaps owing to the ef- 
fect of medicines. 


The outer coats of the inteftines, as alfo of the kindneys, and 
in general of all the vifcera, feemed fallow and fodden; as if 


affected by the fluid in which they had been fteeped. 


The penis and fcrotum had loft the fluid, which had fwelled 
them for a fhort time during the difeafe; but the end of the 
penis feemed of a blackifh red colour, as if difpofed to mortify ; 
a tendency which had before manifefted itfelf with fome of the 
{carifications in the feet. 


The urinary bladder and the gall bladder, the kidneys, the 
fpleen, and the pancreas, exhibited nothing within which excited 
attention ; excepting that feveral of them wanted the colour be- 
longing to health. 


The heart contained three polypi, was very flabby, and had 
a remarkable enlargement of part of its vafcular fyftem ; which 
are among the fymptoms noticed by Chefelden, in various cafes 


of dropfy. 
There was little blood feen in the body. 


Some {mall tubercles were found on the furface of a part of 
the lungs; and the pofterior parts of both lobes were full of 
dark coloured blood. ‘The patient had fuffered a fevere attack 
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of cough about a fortnight before his death, in confequence (as i. 
he fuppofed) of cold taken while riding; but the cough had : 
greatly abated ; and the colour of the blood was fuch as Dr. 
Baillie defcribes, when the blood occafionally gravitates to thofe 
parts in the recumbent pofture of a dying perfon. 



















The matter feen in this body differed from the yellow flzat- 
ing fibrous matter, fometimes accompanying effufion and in- 
flammation ; (as for example, in the bodies of fome females | 
who die of fevers which are the occafional refult of child- 4 
birth.) It was foft and pulpy; and kept at the bottom of the . 

» fluid. The matter alfo upon the liver, had the appearance of | 
common healthy pus. The teft however of the folution of fal 4 
ammoniac, mentioned by John Hunter, in his chapter on pus, j 
was not applied ; nor were any of the other tefts which have } 

been noticed, on this occafion. 




















One remarkable point in this diffection was the apparent af- 
fection of the liver and other parts, owing to certain qualities in 
ke the fluid which furrounded them. ‘The operation of an exter- 
a nal caufe upon the liver feems evident from the following 
; proofs: Firft, from fo little lofs of fubftance having occurred 
internally ; fecondly, from the lofs outwardly being fo equable 
and fuperficial, throughout the whole of a very large extent ; 
and laftly from the healing procefs having begun, when the 
fluid in the abdomen leffened, and left the liver dry; (the pa- 
tient favouring the retreat of the fluid from this quarter, by his 
pofture both in bed, and out of it.) As the difeafe had re- 


















" peatedly Auctuated, it is probable, that a like courfe of proceed- 
fi | ing had firft corroded the parts of the liver which feemed to 
a have been cut off by a knife (as mentioned above,) and then 
" | given room for a healing procefs to follow upon it. 


i | What has juft been faid of the aétion of the foreign fluid upon 
1 the liver, which is confirmed by the fallow and fodden com- 
: plexion of the integuments, and the ragged and difeafed ap- 
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pearance of fome of the membranous expanfions in the abdo- 
men ; ail thefe circumftances, I fay, appear to countenance the 
plan of early tapping, recommended by Dr. Fothergill; efpecially 
when we confider at what expenfe to the conftitution many of 
our evacuating remedies operate; an expenfe, faved by the 
trocar. 


In the late ftate of this difeafe, it appears that even tapping 
itfelf may be of little fervice; for though the liver in the above 
cafe was in the way to heal, when not immerfed in a liquor 
which was ftrange to it; yet the texture of the. mefenteric 
glands, &c. feemed fo irrecoverably injured, that we fiad that 
the patient died, though he was recovering from the dropfy. 


The nature of the fluid may be thought in fome degree to 
have been influenced by the medicines; and I find’ the/e to 
have chiefly been as follows ; having been varioufly emplayed 
either according to a change of plan or a change of fymptoms. 
They are named without regard to order: being digitalis, 
cream of tartar, fquills, feneka root, a folution of the terra pon- 
derofa in the muriatic acid, chalybeates, guaiacum, calomel with 
the draftic purgatives, abforbents, gums, oil, foap, opiates, end 
afhes. From my occafional knowledge of the treatment ufed, 
the afhes (which were employed late) appear to have been the 
ingredient the moft likely to have given activity to the powers 
of the fluid, as far as thefe were affected by medicine. But in 
favour of afhes it muft be faid, that if they fharpened the fluid, 
they alfo feemed to contribute much to the evacuating it; and 
in any event, prudence requires this cafe to be compared with 
others, before we form any general opinions. It is enough at 
prefent to have fhewn, what fometimes may be an effect of 
dropfy, having an origin and a treatment as above related. 


To this account of the treatment, in order to make it com- 
plete, I muft however add, that blood was thrice taken. It had 
been ferviceable in fome other cafes, and the patient was young 
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and not deficient in blood. His friends, it feems, thought the 
meafure ufeful; and the attending practitioner conceived, that 
it removed fome unfavourable fymptoms, from the character of 
the blood. For myfelf, I have often feen gentle bleedings att 
as a powerful alterative, and dropfy is generally dependent 
upon fome other difeafe. 


April 18, 1805. 





























Hiftory of a fatal Cafe of Hydrocephalus. By Dr. Harris, of 
Kingfton, Jamaica, in a Letter to Dr. FarQuuAR, dated Fuly 
30th, 1805. 







OTHING tends fo much to the advancement of medical 
knowledge as a faithful record of cafes. It is not only 
profitable to the recorder, but it behoves him to publifh his 
2 | practice for general advantage. A candid practitioner will 
a never be afraid to have his endeavours for the benefit of his 
* fellow creatures canvaffed by the public eye; becaufe, felf, not 
being his prevailing principle, he is confcious of having exerted 
himfelf both for the good of his patient and profeffion. 
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M. K. H. in her twenty-fixth month, a healthy child, of 
a very lively difpofition, and uncommon fagacity, on the 2oth 
of O€tober, 1802, difcovered fymptoms of indifpofition, from 
being more inactive than ufual, but had no particular com- 
plaint. She took two grains of calomel at bed time, and was 
carried to the country next morning to ftay a few days. She 
did not difcover her ufual defire for breakfaft, and brought up 
fome milk, fhe had taken, in a curdled ftate, fome time after. 
Her mother gave her fome magnefia, which operated once dur- 
ing the next night; and brought her to town on the morning 
of the 22d. I found her dull and heavy ; but fhe had no 
fymptoms of fever, farther than a fmall degree of partial 
warmth in the palms of her hands and the foles of her feet. As 
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fhe was about cutting her laft jaw teeth, and complained of 
them, the gum being {welled, I {carified it. She then took an 
emetic, which brought up fome green, undigefted ftuff, but it 
did not carry off the drowfinefs. At night fhe took an anti- 
monial, and paffed a reftle{s night ; with an inceffant {hort cough. 
This gave the idea of cold and indigeftion being the caule of 
indifpofition. 


23d. She took caftor oil which operated once, and brought 
away fome afcarides. The antimonial was repeated at night. 


24th. She took rhubarb and calome!, which came up with 
fome phlegm. At night fhe took three grains of calomel, which 
operated three times before morning. 


25th. The oil was repeated, which produced one motion. 
She paffed this day in a kind of unwillingnels to do any thing 
but flamber: but was much troubled with the cough. Her 
fkin was cool but dry, and fhe was put into a tepid bath without 
any vifible good effect ; but feemed rather to onprefs her breath- 
ing while fhe was in it. 


26th. A reftlefs night. The cough was inceffant to-day ; 
but did not call forth much affection when it attacked her. It 
{eemed to proceed from the ftomach; and, keeping her from 
fleep the whole night, an emetic of Ipecacuan was given her 
on the 27th, which Jengthened the intervals of coughing the 
fucceeding night. 


28th. The ftupor intreafing and the pulfe varying, thongh 
not above feventy in a minute, I began to be much alarmed at 
her fituation ; as fhe evidently grew weaker and weaker. My 
feelings were now fo acute as to ftagger my judgment: and I 
requefted the affiftance of fome medical friends. Her bowels 
having been torpid fince the laft purgative, and fufpecting 
worms, fome affafcetida glyfters were adviled and adminiftered 
at different times through the day; and a blifter wag applied 





















386 Harris Cafe of Hydroeephalus. 


between the fhoulders to relieve the head. Towards evening, 
fhe grew fo alarmingly ill from the cough, unequal breathing 
and puffing of the belly, that five grains of calomel were adminif- 
tered, and followed up with two large fpoorfuls of caftor oil, 
fome hours after at different times. Stimulating cataplafms 
were likewife applied to the feet. ‘The blifters were dreffed 
about the time the cataplafms were removed, and fhe had a 
refpite of two or three hours of reft. During the night, fhe had 
a large fecal difcharge with the fetid glyfter. The cough was 
fomewhat relieved ; but the pulfe continued variable and un- ’ 
naturally flow. It was remarkable that, notwithftanding the ul 
ftimuli of the blifters, the cataplafms and the fetid glyfter, be- 
fides feveral glaffes of pyre wine, there was no excitement in 
the arterial fy{tem, or heat on the fkin. ‘Thefe fymptoms, al- 1 
though ambiguous, might ftill be confidered as proceeding } 
from worms. 























29th. The ftupor continued although the pulfe was not 
quite fo variable: it was {till however below the natural ftand- 
ard. A powder of rub. ferri, pulv. rhei and calom. ana gr. 
: v. was given, and about two hours after, there was fuch a con- 
t flict between the difeafe and medicine, as was very alarming. 
if 3 She had a large {tool which fo funk the powers of life, as wine 
and vol. friftions could {carcely recal. A blifter was now ap- 
: plied to the epigaftric region, and nourifhment and wine ad- 
| miniftered frequently. ‘The pulfe foon became more regular, 
but ftill below nature; the fkin cool. In the evening fhe had 





i a large flimy ftool; and had fome hours of natural reft after 4 
| having the blifters drefled. About ten o’clock, fhe grew reft- : 
ik | lefs and uneafy, with a flight return of cough. Two grains anda « 
i half of calomel and five of rhubarb were now given, and to be 


repeated towards morning if neceflary. The firft dofe created 
fome ficknefs at the ftomach, which, in her very weak. ftate, 
} diftreffed her much : a glyfter was therefore thrown up, which 
| | procured another flimy ftool, and in two or three hours, fhe had 
A | a little reft. 
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Towards five o’clock in the morning of the 3oth, fhe had 
another ftool, dark and flimy. There was now a greater de- 
gree of warmth on her hands and feet than had been felt from 
the beginning: pulfe the fame as before. By moaning and 
fighing, fhe exprefled great anxiety and debility. About eight 
A. M. her blifters were dreffed, and tepid fponging with vine- 
gar and water was ufed, which produced a little quietnefs and 
reft. Beef-tea, with table falt, fago, gruel, and wine, were 
freely adminiftered. Soon after fhe had another flimy, dark 
ftool. Symptoms now grew fo alarming, as to create a ftrong 
fufpicion of hydrocephalus internus. The fhutting of her eyes, 
which was before attributed to coma, was now plainly difco- 
vered to be owing to the difagreeable effect of light. There 
were added to this fymptom, a perpetual fighing and moaning, 
with long and interrupted refpirations, an inceffant motion in 
the left arm and leg, with frequent pointing to the head, and a 
much greater irregularity of the pulfe than had been yet difco- 
vered. She was likewife quite inattentive to every thing that 
was faid toher. ‘To mitigate thefe fymptoms for the prefent, 
five drops of Jaudanum and ten of ether were given to her, 
after letting her fit in the femicupium for a few minutes. Dur- 
ing the effect of the opiate, her head was fhaved, and a large 
blifter applied, after rubbing the fcalp well with camphorated 
rum. Mercurial frictions were now vigoroufly adopted, and 
five grains of calomel were given about nine o’clock in the 
evening. From the opiate and friction, the pulfe was now 
more equal and full than it ever had been; and fhe remained 
pretty quiet and eafy until ten o’clock; when another ftrong 
friction was performed, and an antimonial opiate, (twenty drops 
of the wine to ten of the tincture) was adminiftered. This had 
no effect until paft eleven, when the fell afleep. She refted 
until five o’clock, but moaned and fighed very frequently. 


goth. After day light, it was difcovered the had loft the ufe 
of the upper eye-lid; but opened the other as fhe had done for 
feveral days before, only tofhut it immediately againft the ef- 
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fect of light. During this afficting fcene, the poor little fuf- 
ferer aftonifhed every beholder in the difcovery fhe made re- 
fpecting the affected eye, by placing her fingers on the right 
eye, while fhe {tretched open the left; which fhe could not ace 
complith before fhe had fhut the right ! ‘The motion of the left 
arm and foot remained the fame. Had no extraordinary mo- 
tion in the right. Was perfectly fenfible. The mercurial fric- 
tion was repeated this morning, and a ftimulating glyfter, with 
Epfom falt was adminiftered, which gave her two large, giare- 
ous, brown motions; after which fhe opened her eyes better. 
The pulfe was fuller and more frequent, with more heat on the 
extremities. ‘Lhe pupils, particularly the left, much dilated for 
the firft time fince the commencement of her illnefs. The 
glyfter was repeated about ten o’clock, A. M. from which fhe 
had another difcoloured motion. A folution of the Epfom falt 
in a ftrong beverage equally faturated with fugar and lime 
juice, was now given by a {poonful at a time every half hour, 
until fhe had an healthy-looking ftool, about two o’clock, P. 
M. and another of the fame kind within an hour after. She 
was now more obfervant; called for what fhe wanted, and 
was more tranquil. A large blifter had been renewed to the 
head which about this time fhewed figns of difcharging ; it 
was fuffered to remain on till night. Her nourifhment, gruel, 
and beef-tea made palatable with table falr. Her pulfe was re- 
gular and full; her fkin temperate ; but the pupils {till dilated. 
She had feveral ftcols of nothing but the nourifhment fhe took. 
She became a little reftlefs towards bed time; and the took 
three drops of !audanum, and fix of antimonial wine. 


November 1ft. Slept without moaning, and the blifter dif- 
charged plentifully in the night. ‘There was little or no affec- 
tion of the left arm and Jeg; but the left eye was fill half clo- 
fed, and both pupils enlarged. The mercurial friction was 
continued and an infufion of bark was given. She lay quite 
paffive all day, took nourifhment when given, and had two fmall 
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natural ftools. Towards evening fhe feemed much inclined to 
doze and fighed a good deal. The pulfe was rather tending 
to variation from a feeming retardation of one pulfation now 
and then. A blifter was applied to the occiput and neck after 
a mercurial friction. Thefe fymptoms increafed with a febrile 
heat and interrupted fufpirations, which feemed at times to be 
almoft entirely fufpended. ‘Thefe were attended with heavy 
fighs and deep alternate groans. The right arm and leg be- 
came now affected in the fame way as the left were fome days 
ago, with alternate flufhings of the face. ‘The antimonial opiate 
(twenty drops to ten) was given about eleven o’clock at night, 
which by degrees fubdued all thefe, apparently indomitable, 
fymptoms into a fleep which brought her to the 


ad. With a regular pulfe at 116. She has not fpoken 
fince yefterday noon; and that was very faintly, although fhe 
has beea perfectly fenfible; for when fhe heard the fobs of 
thofe around her, when they thought her dying, fhe opened 
her eyes and looked fteadily at them for fome time. ‘The pow- 
ers of life feem wavering—the hands and feet continue hot, 
while every other part is temperate. ‘Though the pupils feem 
fomewhat lefs, the eyes have loft their luftre confiderably. 
There is a rattling phlegm in her throat when fhe coughs, 
which is now but feldom. ‘There were ordered two grains of 
pulv. f{cillze, one of calom. and fix drops of the tinét. digitalis, 
with a mercurial friction. At ten o’clock the pulfe rofe to 120. 
Six drops more of the tincture: in lefs than one hour the pulfe fell 
to 1oc—full—fomewhat variable. Lies quite paffive, and fighs 
frequently. Pulfe rofe again in ten minutes to 120. Attwelve 
o’clock there was a general moifture. She had paffed fome 
urine. ‘The dofe was repeated, as at ten o’clock. At two 
o’clock P. M. the pulfe was at 135. She had paffed more urine 
and was tranquil. Eight grains of tinét. digit. were given in 
beef-tea, and another mercurial friction applied... Had a large 
dark ftool at half paft three P. M. pulfe 135. A purging glyf- 
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ter gave her a large motion, and fhe funk into an eafy fleep im- 
mediately ; during which the pulfe funk to 112, at five o’clock 
P.M. At fix o'clock pulfe 120. Repeated the calomel and 
{quills, with ten drops of the tinét. digitalis. At feven o’clock 
the pulfe 103. Slept, after the fatigue of drefling her blifters, 
fortwo hours. A mercurial friction about eight o’clock. She 
grew a little reftlefs foon after. Pulfe 130. Had two pukes 
which might have been occafioned by increafing the {quills to 
four grains. She was eafy after it; and fhe fell afleep with the 
pulfe at 1163 and flept without interruption, but from nou- 
rifhment, till almoft twelve o’clock ; when the fymptoms which 
hitherto required the antimonial opiate began to appear, with a 
fmall puife at 136,and alternate flufhings. ‘This hitherto pow- 
erful medicine was given in the fame proportion as laft night. 


3d. She refled tolerably well, and was awakened to take 
nourifhment. No flufhing to-day; pulfe 132; fkin warm; had 
urined once ; medicines continued. At ten o'clock A. M. fhe 
was fo fick at ftomach, as to have nearly fainted; pulfe 120; 
a little toaft and water fettled her ftomach, and the enjoyed 
fome reft. She is averfe from nourifhment to-day; owing pro- 
bably to her mouth being affected by the mercury. Had a 
flimy ftool about one o’clock P. M. more general heat than 
ufua!; pulfe 125. ‘There is no ftrabifmus ; but the globes are 
directed more to the lefe than ufual. The pupils feem fome- 
what contracted and fenfible of the light. About five o’clock, 
P. M. fhe had a large loofe ftool, which contained feveral leaves 
of a green refembling fpinach, called in Jamaica, Caliloo, undi- 
gefted. ‘This was one article of which fheate on the nineteenth 
of O&tober ; took very little nourifhment to-day ; had another 
{mall ftool at nine o’clock; attempted to give her the bark 
infufion with fpiritus minder. but fhe could hardly fwallow ; 
breathes with fome difficulty; pulfe 130, regular. At. half 
paft ten.o’clock pulfe 145; more difficult breathing and fwallow- 
ing. At eleven, pulfe 1503 adminiftered a bark glyfter, with 
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the antimonial. In ten minutes after, the pulfe was 130, and 
breathing better. Two other attempts were made to throw up 
glyfters ; but they were ejected immediately. There have been 
feveral contractions of the ankle and wrift of the left fide to- 
day. The pulfe was fluctuating between 120 and 130. The an- 
timonial was continued. 


ath. The pulfe 112 at five o'clock A. M. with an open 
fkin and eafy refpiration. At fix o’clock fhe had fome nervous 
twitches in the mufcles of the left cheek, while the arm and leg 
of that fide were drawn up involuntarily. At thefe periods the 
pulfe varied confiderably. A ftool gave fome refpite to fymp- 
toms; a purging glyfter was thrown up without any effect 
but flatulence. The convulfive affections of the extremities and 
left cheek continued to recur, with increafe every five minutes 
through the day, with additional quicknefs of pulfe, even to 170. 


My medical friends had taken leave fince yefterday, and I 
was in a ftate of mind not to be defcribed : however it fuggefted 
cupping. But unfortunately glaffes could not be procured. I 
then reforted to mufk merely to fmooth the rugged path to death 
by convulfions. The mufk and antimonial were continued the 
whole day, during the fhort intervals of the convulfions; and 
about fix o’clock P. M. they were lefs frequent, and the fhewed 


fome difpofition to fleep. I therefore reforted to the antimonial 


opiate once more in the proportion of fix to twelve drops of the 
laudanum and antimonial. She was quiet for more than an hour ; 
had no fpafms, and turned herfelf with more freedom. 


Nourifhment and the drops were inftilled through her teeth, 
which the weak powers of deglutition now and then fent into the’ 
ftomach. The pulfe averaged 150. At the fame time as ufual, 
the turn of the night, fhe grew worfe, fighed and moaned; 
when twelve drops of antimonial wine, and fix of laudanum were 
given which prevented a return of the convulfions. She had 
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fome flumbers; and between whiles, two or three injections 
were given, which relieved her of confiderable flatulence and 
fome {lime from the bowels. There were opiate frictions ap- 
plicd to the belly. 


gth. Palfe 152, equal; avery fmall degree of contraction in the 
pupil. She moaned a good deal, as if from uneafinefs in her 
bowels. An afafetida glyfter was given, which was foon dif- 
charged with a confiderable yellow tinge. Another was thrown 
up warmer which fhe retained about half an hour. Confider- 
able fymptoms of uneafinefs led to the application of warm 
cloths to her belly. The glyfter was difcharged with the fame 
appearance as the former. She was fomewhat relieved; but 
moaned confiderably. A tea-fpoonful of gin in warm toddy 
was given, and another fetid glyfter with ten drops of lauda- 
num. Attwoo’clock P. M. pulfe 148, regular and ftronger ; 
{till moaning; took calomel grs. iij. aloes grs.ij. At four 
o’clock fhe paffed the laft gly{ter with fome greenifh faces. She 
was quiet and flept till paft five; deglutition better ; took fome 
nourifhment ; grew uneafy again between eight or nine o’clock, 
which was probably occafioned by the purgatives fhe had taken : 
however, the friction for fome time of a hand over the abdo- 
men, compofed her again. Finding that the friction by a 
hand alone gave eafe, the fize of a nutmeg of mercurial ointment 
was rubbed in all over the furface of the abdomen in the direc- 
tion of the colon, which in about twenty minutes procured a 
large {tool of brown excrement and glareous matter. She took 
fome nourifhment and went to fleep. 


The hands and feet, which have hitherto always much ex- 
ceeded the.temperature of the body, have this day fhewn fome 
figns of amendment, by being equally temperate with the reft 
of the body. Pulfe 160; the grew reftlefs at the ufual period 
of midnight ; when the left foot grew hot, with fome approach 
to fpafm on that fide. An injection brought away another 
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Stool, and fhe was eafier before one o’clock in the morning. 
There was obferved a flight degree of inflammation on the 
{clerotica of the left eye during this day. She had but little 
fleep; pulfe 1703; a coldnefs of both feet now took place ex- 
tending foon as high as the knees. In half an hour this was 
fucceeded with heat in the left foot, and ftiffnefs in the left arm, 
accompanied with great reftleffnefs. Mufk was given in her 
nourifhment which was fwallowed without difficulty. 


At one o'clock in the morning of the fixth, all the left 
fide was affected by {pafm, which was relieved by a glyfter, and 
fhe lay compofed till paft two, when fhe was attacked in the 
fame manner, and another glyfter thrown up. ‘This remained 
till about three, when fhe paffed it with fome bloody mucus. 
From this time fhe was lulled till half paft four ; when, on the 
return of great reftlef{nefs, the antimonial opiate was given as 
laft night. This procured about an hour’: refpite; after which 
there was a general tendency to fpafm, with much anxiety, tof- 
fing and coldnefs of the feet; to which frictions and warm flan- 
nels were applied. At eleven o’clock the pulfe was 200; her 
blifters were drefled; not much reftleffnefs now; but fufpi- 
rations very frequent; no fpafims have appeared lately ; the 
mercurial frictions were continued; her belly, legs and feet 
were fomented for an hour or two with warm bark deco¢tion 
to incite the return of heat; but the powers of life were not 


now to be recalled. She expired at nine o’clock in the evening ! 


Upon opening the head, the blood-veffels appeared much 
diftended ; but there was no extravafation or ferous effufion be- 
tween the membranes. Upon removing the membranes, the 
fulnefs of the veffels on the furface of the brain, exhibited their 
ramifications in a moft beautiful manner; and upon cutting 
through the corpus callofum there were found between three 
and four ounces of a pure limpid fluid. This was fufficient to 
account for the death of the child without going further. 
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From thefe appearances we may reafonably prefume that, 
had the difeafe been fulpected in its firft ftage, there might 
have been fome probability of fuccefs from leffening the quan- 
tity of blood in the head, either by leeches, arteriotomy, or cup- 
ping, and by the early ufe of blifters and fetons, accompanied 
by the powerful effects of mercury. 


Two of thefe remedies were vigoroufly perfifted in; but, 
alas ! at too late a period, although they were applied two days 
before any dilatation of the pupil took place. Even their late 
ufe evinced their power on the difeafe in a very ftriking man- 
ner. 


Improper indulgencies in diet may be confidered as pre-dif- 
pofing caufes of hydrocephalus internus ; for an healthy ftate 
of the ftomach is abfolutely neceffary to a proper difcharge of all 
the animal functions. Itis true we are not fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the functions of the brain to account for the produé¢tion 
of its difeafes ; but we know that its ftruéture is fo wonderfully 
fine, as to be eafily affected by the derangement of the fountain 
of health, the ftomach ; efpecially if other caufes operate at the 
fame time; as was the cafe in the prefent inftance. Much 
might be faid upon this part of the fubject ; but it is fufficient 
to remark, that we are too apt, if a child is generally healthy 
and endowed with good digeftive organs, to let affection outrun 
judgment, in giving what ought to be denied to its utmoft im- 
portunities. Such gratifications are fraught with difeafe. But, 
befides the benefit that a refolute conduét in this refpect would 
afford to health, a proper reftraint is wholefome in a moral 
fenfe ; in teaching children obedience and habituating them to 
early felf-denial, which will arm them againft many future 
wortifications in life. 


Before and on the nineteenth of October, there was neither 
‘¢ heavinefs of the eyes, nor diminution of nervous energy, nor 
drowfinefs,” nor, in thort, any of the other fymptoms which 
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diftinguifh hydrocephalus, or indeed any other complaint. On 
the contrary, full and blooming health prevailed in an eminent 
degree ; fo as to be particularly remarked by the family, with 
whom that day was fpent inthe country. Being thus lulled, 
as it were, into fecurity, the child was careffed and fuffered to 
eat perhaps of improper things at a much later hour than ufual 
toher. She was brought home lute; and it was a rainy even- 
ing. Under fuch circumftances the treatment during the for- 
mer period of her illnefs was certainly rational, though unfor- 
tunate. When the fymptoms became more charatteriftic of 
hydrocephalus internus, it occurred to me that the had a fall 
fome five or fix weeks before; which, having left no figns of 
Jefion whatever, had been entirely forgotten. None of her nu- 
merous connections had been ever fubjeét to the difeafe : fo that 
there can be no room to lay this difeafe to conflitution. Her 
head was rather of the fmalleft fize, with a very compact bone. 


Here a query naturally arifes, viz: could water collect in the 
ventricles of the brain, to the quantity of more than three ounces 
in fo fhort a time as eighteen days ? Or could the fall be the caufe 
of the difeafe, without fhewing fome fymptoms of it before the 
twentieth of Oftober which was the firit day of aay illnefs ? In 

he firft inftance, obftructed perfpiration from cold, when that 
evacuation was copious after a full meal, migat probably have 
laid the foundation of the difeafe on the evening of the nine- 
teenth ; when the further aid of deranged ftomach and bowels 
might have contributed towards its progrefs, by deftroying the 
balance between the exhalents and the abforbents. And, if it 
be true, as the fagacious Rowley obferves, that vomits contri- 
bute much towards producing the dropfy of the ventricles of 
the brain, the accumulation muft have been accelerated in this 
cafe by the treatment at firft. If a fali was the primary caufe, 
the high health which the child enjoyed after the accident muft 
have retarded the formation of the difeafe, until the above mor- 


bid actions took place; and thefe would probably feize on that 
delicate part which had before fuffered concuffion. 
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Since the termination of this cafe, I have perufed Dr. Row- 
ley’s ingenious treatife on hydrocephalus membranarum with 


much pleafure and information. He fays that it generally pre- 


cedes hydrocephalus internus. ‘The Dr. mentions feveral fymp- 
toms that did not occur in the above cafe: but as the drowfi- 
nefs and liftleffnefs to action occurred in the beginning, as he 
mentions ; it may be afked could the dropfy of the membranes 
be changed into that of the ventricles without having any marks 
of the firft difeafe to be feen on diffeftion ? Or may not drow- 
finefs or liftleffnefs to ation, accompany a morbid ftate of the 
ftomach and bowels; or a cafe of worms ? It appears from the 
above cafe, 


1ft. That difeafed aétion of the ftomach and bowels, and 
obftructed perfpiration may prove the proximate caule of Aydro- 
cephalus internus. 


adly. That Aydrocephalus internus may be occafioned by con- 
cuffion. 


gdly. That Aydrecephalus internus did not exift before, but 
muft have commenced on or after the nineteenth of October ; 
when, the powers of health being abftracted, any injury for- 
merly fuftained, might have commenced its action on the brain. 


Although hydrocephalus internus has been very correctly de- 
{cribed by feveral eminent authors ; it appears. that the difeafe 
has been too often overlooked in pra¢tice on account of the 
fimilarity of fymptoms with other difeafes incident to children. 
I muft confefs that I have confidered it as a rare difeafe, until 
the fatal termination of this cafe, which came fo home to my 
feelings, as to induce me to look back with regret on feveral 
eafes in which I might have overlooked the difeate. 
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Happy would it be for mankind, if each individual would 
profit by the confideration of the errors he has committed either 
in theory or practice. Severe as the facrifice may be confider- 
ed to the feelings of human nature, I fhould be happy could I 
be affured that the record of a cafe which has deprived me of 
the endearments of a beloved and moft promifing child, may be 
the means of information to myfelf, or comfort to other pa- 
rents, in warding off the fatal ftroke from their offspring ! 


I cannot but lament the general repugnance that prevails 
here among medical men, to infpect bodies after death; as it is 
the only true fource of information, and ought to be an unvari- 
riable rule with every practitioner, when he cannot clearly af- 
certain the caufe of death, ftrongly to folicit for permiffion to 
fearch for it by diffection. Such general condué& would evince 
to the world that the love of information and improvement in 
the art of preferving life was of much higher confideration in 
the minds of medical men, than the accumulation of wealth. 


As all the means, to the beft of my knowledge, which have 
been recommended by others, have been unfuccefsfully tried in 
the above cafe; it only remains to fay, that this fatal difeafe 
may be much eafier prevented than cured. Indeed if means of 
prevention were more ftudied by pra¢titioners and parents, there 
would be lefs occafion to prefcribe remedies for the cure of in- 
fantile diforders in general. 


The precepts laid down by Dr. Rowley, refpecting children, 
at the end of the work already mentioned, are judicioufly adapt- 
ed to all capacities, and ought to be generally ftudied. 


Scarifying the gums has been objected to by fome praétition- 
ers, under a falfe notion of producing a cicatrix firm enough 
to impede the progreis of dentition ;: but when Dr. Rowley for- 
bids this operation to be performed “too early,” his caution 
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cannot be confidered as favourable to that opinion; for expe- 
rience confirms that, when the fwelling and inflammation evi- 
dently fhew that one or more teeth are at hand, the only mode 
of giving inftantaneous relief from any violent fymptoms threat- 
ening convulfions is, not only to open, but to take off a portion 
of the gum down to the advancing teeth. 


Opinions may fometimes lead to improvement; buat, when 
experience has eftablithed a fact, opinion fhould yield; becaufe 
in founding a practice on this, without being fanétioned by the 
other, we certainly lead ourfelves and others into much dan- 
gerouserrore ‘Theexperience I have had in the good effects of 
mercurial preparations again{t malignant fever, and in difeafes of 
children, induces me without hefitation (whatever violent con- 
demnations have been uttered again{t them,) to recommend the 
practice in the early ftages of thofe (if neglected) moft danger- 
ous affections in both periods of life. 


Both malignant fever and hydrocephalus internus, in their 
advanced ftages, feem to refift the power of mercury in a fimi- 
lar degree ; but both, I prefume, may be prevented or obviated 
in their fatality, by the powerful agency of this medicine on the 
fyftem, before the torpor, which thefe difeafes create, takes 
place too firmly on the animal functions, and thereby renders 
its operation inert. In the fame manner therefore as I have 
advifed (fee Medical and Phyfical Journal, volume ix) all 
who may be obnoxious to that fever to prepare againft it, do I 
now recommend calomel to be frequently given to children, to 
guard them again{t hydrocephalus internus : for it is to be fear- 
ed that this dire difeafe is more fatal to them than is generally 
fufpected ; and that, from the fimilarity of fymptoms, the caufe 
of death is too often attributed to worms or fome other imagi- 


nary difeafe. 


I have only to add that, as I have always kept an eye of fuf- 
picion on every fever, attacking a ftranger to this climate, ever 
fince the commencement of this fcourge to the Weft Indies in 
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17943 1 have found that a prompt and vigorous pra¢tice at the 
beginning had a decided advantage, when malignity, although 
not at firft fufpected, fupervened in a few days. So it may be 
with hydrocephalus, if fymptoms are in the leaft ambiguous ; 
for, if the cafe fhould be either worms or infaréted bowels, the 
mercurial treatment recommended in hydrocephalus is equally 
applicable to thefe. Evacuations from the head will depend 
upon circumftances attending the ftate of the fenforium. 








Fn ae: 


An Account of the Efficacy of a Salivation, in curing Pulmonary 
Confumption, in a Letter from Dr. Maxwe_t M‘DowE 1, of 
York-town, in Pennfylvania, to Dr. BENJAMIN Rusu. 


York, November 6th, 1805. 


Dear Sir, 


F you fhould be of opinion that the following cafe of phthi- 

fis, which yielded to the powers of mercury, will contribute 

its mite towards eftablithing a confidence in a remedy, at pre- 

fent unpopular, you are at liberty to make what ule of it you 
may think proper. 


Mr. D. aged about thirty years, whofe thorax is of a ftruc- 
ture favourable for the production of pulmonic complaints, ob- 
ferved his health gradually declining for the laft two years : he 
at length became fo much alarmed at his fituation, as to fend for 
me on the tenth of September laft. I found him very much 
emaciated and labouring under a diftrefling cough, with a mo- 
derate purulent expetoration. He had profufe night fweats ; 
his appetite entirely gone; his pulfe was fmall, frequent, and 
feeble. I left fix of your “antimonial powders” with him. 
On my next vifit to him, he told me he could not take the pow- 
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ders, as they were fo very unpleafant to his tafte. I then fur- 
nifhed him with a few papers, each containing three grains of 
calomel, directing him to take the contents of a paper three 
times a day. I requefted him to drink cold water, or water 
with a toaft of bread in it. On the 17th, he complained of 
forenefs in his mouth ;—r9th, a copious ptyalifm, and his cough 
removed ;—25th, a concentration of difeafe in the glands of 
his mouth. By means of the officious interference of fome be- 
nevolent old ladies, who lay claim to a large portion of experi- 
ence, my patient now became diffatishled with his fore mouth, 
and I believe was upon the point of difmiffing me. I entreated 
him to confider that his cough had left him; that he had no 
night :fweats, and that his appetite was confiderably reftored. 
I endeavoured to make him acquainted with the manner in 
which the fore mouth would remove his original difeafe. “ My 
arguments, however, were not fufficient to remove the fears 
which had been raifed in his mind, and he infifted upon having 
fomething to cure his mouth. I gave him fome flor. fulphur ; 
but prefcribed it in fuch fmall quantities as would not be likely 
to leffen the mercurial difeafe in a fhort time ;—29th, he in- 
formed me that through the importunities of his female vifitors, 
he applied to a phyfician in town, who gave him a wath to cure 
his mouth. He had applied the wafh only once, till he began 


to refleé&t upon what I told him refpeting the operation of the 


mercury. _He now expreffed a willingnefs to fubmit entirely 
to my directions, and let me determine when his mouth was to 
be healed. His mouth was fomething better, and I was appre- 
henfive that the quantity of fulpbhur which he had taken wonld 
remove the mercurial difeafe before his lungs could be reftored 
10 a healthy ftate;—-though he was willing to let his mouth 
remain in its prefent fituation as long as I thought neceffary ; 
yet he would not permit me to increafe its forenets. 
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Oétober 7th. His mouth was well; he felt a flight pain in 
his breaft for two or three days which then difappeared, and he 
has, ever fince, been perfectly free from all pulmonic com- 
plaints. I requefted him to procure a flannel fhirt and wear it 
the enfuing winter. — 


November 6th. He fays he is at this time, in better health, 
and mo: flefhy than he has been for feven years. 


With due refpeét and efteem, 


I remain your humble fervant, 


MAXWELL M‘DOWELL. 








An Account of two Cafes of Drop/y, cured by the Lofs of Blood, ex- 
tracted from a Letter from Dr. James W. WALLACE, of Fan- 
quier County, in Virginia, to Dr. BenjJAMIN Rusu. Dated 
December 16th, 1805. 


1802. K EMBLE, aged fifty-five, after much expofure to cold 

| and wet during the winter, was early in March at- 
tacked with the ufual fymptoms of dyfentery: but not in violence 
fufficient to confine himtobed. Bloody and mucous ftools, tor- 
mina and tenefmus continued about five weeks, when they gra- 
dually fubfided ; but a colliquative diarrhoea followed, occafion- 
ing great emaciation and debility. 


About the beginning of May, he difcovered an abdominal 
increafe, which about the middle of June had arifen to as com- 
plete an abdominal dropfy as I ever faw. I have by the opera- 
tion of the paracentefis of the abdomen, from patients not more 
fwelled, obtained, I think, fully thirty pounds of water. 
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At this time I was called to him; after fome hours converfa- 
tion, in which I explained the nature of afcites, he refufed the 
ufe of all internal remedies—adding he never had, nor would 
ever take phyfic. After fome perfuafion, he confented to the 
lofs of blood. His pulfe ftrongly indicated that evacuation. I 
drew twenty ounces, which exhibited a buffy furface. He 
was fenfibly relieved in his feelings ; and that night difcharged 
more urine than was uiual for him to difcharge in forty-eight 


hours. 


The next morning I repeated the bleeding, the blood buffy ; 
when I left him I direéted the lofs of fixteen ounces every 
third day until he fhould lofe three pounds more of blood; 
my directions were complied with. 


The third week after I left him he vifited me on horfe-back, 
thirty miles diftant from his dwelling, not a fymptom of drop- 
fy remaining; he had not recovered his fat, which however 
he did in a few weeks. He obferved to me, that the fecretion 
of urine continued to increafe until it difturbed his fleep. 


Mrs. aged 45, was in April laft atracked with 
fymptoms of univeria! dropfy. She was {welled literally a ca- 
pite ad calcem ; in this flate, her catamenia flowed immoderately 
for ten days; fhe took a0 remedies, not even the teas fo liberally 
prefcribed by her dex on alloccafions. ‘The dropfy entirely dif- 
appeared; her urine was difcharged in full quantity upon the 


appearance of the hemorrhage. 





Mrs. ——-—— as is ufual.at her age previous to the entire 
ceffation of the catamenia, has menftruated irregularly for the 


laft twelve months. 


In July the hydropic fymptoms returned and increafed until 
the middle of laft month ; when I was called to her, and found 
her head, abdomen, fuperior and inferior extremities very much 
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iwelled. She-could not walk acrofs the room without lof 
ing her breath; pulfe tenfe and hard; urine fcarce; very 
coftive, and an immoderate uterine flux: as in the cafe of 
Kemble, the refufed ail internal remedies ; and even bleeding. 


In this fituation fhe lay eight days without the aid of any 
remedy. I was again called to her and found every hydropic 
fymptom removed ; her breathing though quick was free. 


The uterine hemorrhage fill continued ; and I had then to 
ufe every art to reftrain it—which was fuccefsfully done by an 


aftringent injection, which has never failed after the phlogiftic 
a€tion is removed. 
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Cafe of Worms in the Urinary Bladder. By Dr. Marrnew 
WENDELL, of Albany, New York. 


SiR, 
Grrr: you deem the following cafe of worms in the uri- 


nary bladder, worthy infertion in your ufeful Mufeum, the 
credibility of which can be attefted by feveral medical gentlemen 
of the firft refpectability, you are at liberty to publifh it. 


C. Delamatter, Efg. of Hudion, (New York,) aged 51 years, 
of an induftrious and regular mode of life, and habit of body, was 
about the 12th of Auguft, 1803, fuddenly attacked with fymp- 
toms of f{trangury, voiding {mall quantities of urine, with repeat- 
ed inclinations, attended with itching and fome pain in the glans 
penis. ‘Thefe fymptoms continued without evident increafe or 
abatement till the twenty-ninth ; when he was taken with a fharp 
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{tinging pain in the left ilium, which he defcribed as paffing 
through from the lumbar to the hypogaftric region, in a direc- 
tion from above, flanting downwards. With this pain the ftran- 
gury increafed ; at evening, the pain had extended over the abdo- 
men and breaft, occafioning anxiety and fome difficulty in 
breathing. 


zcth. I was requefted to attend. He had paffed a reftlefs 
night, attended with partial perfpirations ; complains of head- 
ache ; anxiety about the precordia; great depreffion of fpirits ; 
thirft not great; appetite indifferent; ftate of the bowels regu- 
Jar; ftrangury as yefterday; pulfe weak, at 60. Ordered opium 
one grain, every three hours ; warm flannel applications to the ab- 
domen ; to drink freely of diluents and diuretics, as weak broth, 
or infufion of parfley. 


31ft. Had refted well; anxiety removed; perfpired freely 
during the night ; had voided a confiderable quantity of turbid 
urine ; his appetite is better ; thirft as ufual ; and the pain in the 
ilium remaining as before; ordered a continuance in the above 


prefcriptions. 


September 6th. Was called again. The ftrangury was in- 
creafed confiderably ; pain in the ilium ftill remaining ; pain in 
the left fide; a frequent dry cough ; pulfe natural as to frequen- 
cy though reduced in force ; in other refpe‘ts as ufual. 


sth. Had flept well; cough abated ; ftrangury relieved ; pain 
in the ilium as ufual. 


roth. At night the pain removed gradually from the ilium, 
and ifchuria fupervened. 


11th. Severe pains with diftention of the abdomen; introduc- 
ed the catheter without any fenfible obftruction, and evacuated 
a full quart of a clean citron-coloured arine. 
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rath. At night introduced the catheter again ; and after eva- 
cuating about one pint, the flow of urine fuddenly ftopped. 
He immediately remarked that fomething had entered the ca- 
theter ; as the fenfation he experienced was fimilar to that of a 
worm creeping and occafioning a tickling in the parts, together 
with a fevere preflure which caufed great pain. On withdraw- 
ing the catheter and knocking it forcibly in my hand, a fub- 
{tance fell out of a round figure between feven and eight inches 
in leagth, of the thicknefs of an ordinary-fized catheter ; this 
fubftance was of a dark red colour, very elaftic ; at one extremi- 
ty it was thicker than at the other, and within an inch of the 
{mall extremity it appeared lacerated ; its large extremity was 
firm and round. The patient complains of a tickling fenfation 


in the urethra, and is confident of fimilar fubftances being ftill 
in the bladder. 


13th. Had refted tolerably; the ifchury removed, and the 
{ftrangury as before the roth; had voided without much 
preffure during the night, near one pint and a half of urine. 
At three o’clock introduced the catheter again; the fame ef- 
fects followed. On examination, two fubftances, the one about 
four and a half inches, the other near three inches in length, 
of a colour fimilar to the above, with whitifh ftreaks. They 
have the fhape and appearance of the worm, lumbricus fpecies. 
The one is perfect, with a white circle within half an inch of 
the large extremity, and fomewhat elevated, its large end 
firm and round; its fmall end flat and deprefled. He could 
plainly diftinguifh his fenfations on this occafion, and obferved 
that two fubftances had entered the catheter. In confequence 
of the fevere preffure this day, he was taken with the hemor- 
rhoids, and fome fever. Nine o’clock, catheter introduced again 
with the fame effects as in the afternoon ; he again mentioned that 
two fubftances had entered, occafioning great pain, &c. On 


withdrawing the catheter, two fubftances fimilar to the above 
were obferved. 
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14th. Catheter introduced again, and difcharged near five 
gills, with a fimilar fubftance. 










rgth. Had the orifices of the catheter enlarged in an oval 
form ; introduced again, with the fame appearance fomewhat 
lacerated. During laft night he had voided without much pref- 
fure half a pint of urine; in this was obferved a fub- 
ftance as above. Having introduced the catheter thus enlarged 
without any appearance as above, and the patient urinating to- 
Jerably free and eafy, I concluded that there were no more of 


' thofe fubftances in the bladder. 















17th. The ftrangury entirely removed, and in every refpett 
well, though weak. 






) In the above ftatement I have omitted mentioning the pre- 
fcriptions fince September 6th, as they were thofe which were 
fuited to the different indications, and of approved authority. 
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The uncommon occurrence of cafes fimilar to the above, 
| muft apologife for the minutenefs of its relation; and to remove 
all doubts with refpeét to its credibility, I have in my poffef- 
fion at prefent one of the worms, perfect in every refpect. 


Reflections on the above Cafe. 


‘The lumbricus or round worm, is one of the fpecies of worms, 

which is, at times, found in the human inteftinal canal : Whe- 

pr ther they are to be confidered as interlopers, whofe prefence can 
on all occafions be difpenfed with ; or whether * they are kind- 
ly fent by nature, to prevent difeafes of exceflive nutrition,” is 
not for me to determine. ‘Their generation, from ova in the 
inteftines taken in, either by the mouth or fome other way ; their 
maturation by the heat of the inteftines and neighbouring parts, 
| and their fupport and nourifhment from the chyle and other 
: | fluids, being taken for granted, the above cafe of Mr. D. pre- 
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fents matter for fpeculation; which may be reduced to two 
propofitions. 


1ft. That thefe worms were originally ova, taken up by the 
abforbents and depofited in fome part of the left kidney, and 
there matured: Or, 


2d. That being matured in the inteftines, one more intre- 
pid than the reft, “* purfuing his labours in his own way,” with- 
out too much regulation, formed a paflage for himfelf, and the 
others follewed. The firft of thefe propofitions, from phyfio- 
logical deduétions, cannot obtain ; for to trace in imagination 
thofe ova abforbed by the laéteals, now mounting the thoracic 
duct, then emptied into the fubclavian vein, now performing the 
leffer circulation, and finally depofited in the kidney, and there 
matured, in mad oppofition to the abfterfive quality of the 
urine, and to the free paflage thereof, appears rather problema- 
tical. And this more efpecially as we can with greater eafe, and 
of courfe more rationally, at leaft in fuppofed cafes, account 
for their appearance by a few corollaries founded on our fe- 
cond propofition. ‘ As the colon is connected to the left kid- 
ney,” could not thefe worms ‘have made their paflage this way ? 
Was not the ftinging pain experienced by the patient for near 
two weeks without intermiffion, indicative of this? Were not 
thefe worms the caufe of his dry cough, head-ache and anxiety, 
and indicative alfo of their prefence in the inteftines? Thefe 
worms are extremely elaftic, for they paffed through the {mall 
holes of a common frzed catheter, and recovered their form 
again. Was not the vermicular motion fo diftinétly obferved 
by the patient, indicative of their being alive in the bladder ? 
Could not the firft have produced the ifchury by its entrance 
into the urethra, and on the introduétion of the catheter, been 
forced back and occafioned its laceration? This poflibly may 
be objected to, by reafon of the ferious confequences attending 
it ; but are there not repeated inftances in which pins, needles 
and other hard fubftances have been fwallowed, and after fome 
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time penetrating the coats of the inteftines, and making their 
way through the parietes abdominis. Again, when we refleét 
on the circuitous rout which they muft have taken, in cafe of 
admitting the firft propofition: how liable they were to be de- 
pofited in fome other parts, or thrown off by fome other outlet : 
when we reflect on the great quantity of blood fent to the kid- 
neys, and its greater fluidity, of courfe its abfterfive quality ferving 
to wath away iubftances much larger than thofe ova cou!d have 
been ; and alfo on the non-nutritious quality of the urine; all 
thefe confiderations militate againft the firft propofition, and 
tend by analogy to eftablith the fecond. Could not their pre- 
fence in the kidney, by fympathy have produced the fymp- 
toms under which he laboured ? At the time of their exit 
from the kidney, through the ureter, was not this the caufe of 


the ceafing of the pain in the ilium? Was not their prefence in 
the bladder the caufe of the ifchury ? 


MATTHEW WENDELL. 


Dr. Joun Repman Coxe, 





1 





Cafe of Worms, {S'c. difcharged from the Stomach. By Dr. CiE- 
MENT STANFORD, of Wicomico Lower Ferry, Somerfet. County, 
Maryland. 


Nivember 26th, 1805. 


Sir, 


be compliance with a circular letter received from you, dated _ 


July 11th, 1804, I now take my pen to give you fome {mall 
information, of what, in my opinion, is an uncommon cafe. 


In the latter end of September laft, I was called to fee Mrs. 
P. R. a married lady of a creditable family, of about twenty- 
eight or thirty years of age; whoinformed me that fhe had not 


RR. NE TES ean Marte a Meer Oe 


reba em 





Cafe of Worms, &9'¢. difcharged from the Stomach. 409 


been right well for feveral years, but at that time complained 
particularly of flight chills, a fick ftomach with vomiting, high 
fevers with pains in her head, and frequently with confiderable 
pain in her ftomach, and that fhe had often vomited a number 
of {mall round worms, which I fuppofed to be what are generally 
called the true ftomach worm, for which I advifed an emetic, 
afterwards. mercurial purge, and then bark with elixir of vitriol. 


Upon my fecond vifit, I was informed that the emetic had 
operated well, and that fhe had vomited a number of black bugs, 
and fome worms, which brought me to a {trict inquiry of the 
patient and her attendants, by whom I was informed that fhe 
had been in the habit of vomiting of bugs in likenefs to what 
is called a black befs, but fmaller, for eighteen months back. 


The worms were of different defcriptions, fome having legs, 
and were ftriped croffwife ; others were white with black heads. 
She alfo informed me that fhe has had for five years back, an ob- 
ftruétion in her menftrual evacuations. As her con{iitution 
appeared to be very {trong and the habit full, I concluded to give 
mercury in fuch a manner as to bring on a falivation, in order 
to produce a revulfion ; and thinking that it might have fome 
effect in the deftruétion of thofe ftomach inhabitants, (if I may 
be allowed the phrafe) it was accordingly done and kept 
up for three weeks ; afterwards gave the bark and fteel. She 


now appears to be better; as fhe ftrengthens, her menftrual dif- 
charge increafes. 


A few days ago fhe confented to take a vomit to fee if there 
were any more of thofe bugs remaining, (in prefence of her fami- 
ly, a gentleman of refpectability, whom I purpofely took with 
me, and myfelf,) when we procured from the contents of 
the {tomach, one of the bugs of a fmaller fize; which upon ex- 
amination was found to have wings to be put out and taken 
in, fimilar to the tumble-bug ; one of the white worms with 
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legs, the {mall end of which, appeared, by its crawling, to be the 
head, with a black {pot on it ; and feveral flies, fome of which, 
as foon as they could get their wings dry, would ‘fly away. I 
have fent you feveral for your infpe€tion. You are at liberty 
to make any ufe of this that you, in your fuperior judgment, 
may think neceflary. Query—Whether or not are thofe ani- 
mals naturally formed in the ftomach; or are they. firft taken 
in with the water and then generated in the ftomach ? If there 
is any other information wanting on this fubjeé&, you-will fig- 
nify it by letter, and I will give any fatisfaction that is in my 
power. : 


i am, Sir, 
Yours, with refpe&, 


CLEMENT STANFORD. 


P.S. If this cafe fhould appear doubtful, the affirmation of 
the above gentleman can be procured. 


C. S. 
Dr. Jonn Repman Coxe. 


ere, 


ar One of the infects forwarded, appears to be of the fa- 
mily Gibbofa, in the genus Staphylinus. The worm alluded to 
feems to be the larva of the above. The bug is probably of the 
genus Chryfomela. The former of thefe feeds on carrion. 
Thefe infeéts are depofited in Mr. Peale’s Mufeum. 


Editor. 
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Cafe of ruptured Uterus. By Dr. Witt14M Dewees. 


Philadelphia, 6th Feb. 1806. 
Dear Sin, . 


ENCLOSE you a cafe of ruptured uterus, with a few obfer- 


vations. Should they prove of fufficient importance, they 
are much at your fervice. 


I am, Sir, 
With fincere efteem, 
Yours, &c. 
WILLIAM P. DEWEES. 
Dr. fouN RepMAN Coxe. 





On the 18th September, 17,6, at three o’clock in the morn- 
ing, I was called to the wife of Anthony Secane. She had 
been taken in labour about fix o’clock the preceding morning 
with her third child. The account I received on my arrival 
from the midwife, was, ‘that her labour began regularly and 
{martly ; that the pg@fentation was natural; the mouth of the 
uterus dilated kimdly, and the waters had efcaped about an 
hour after her arrival ; that from appearances, fhe expected de- 
livery would have been effected by o’clock, (that is about 
two hours after its commencement); in this fhe was difappoint- 
ed; the pains continued with more or lefs violence all day, 
and the fucceeding night ; that towards morning, (twenty hours 
after the labour had begun), fhe {creamed out from fudden pain 
about the left groin, and upon examination, per vaginam, the 
child not be felt, though very eafily touched before; a faint- 
nefs fucceeded, with fevere puking of blackifh matter ; violent 
palpitations of the heart, great anxiety and reftleffnefs.” About 
an hour after thefe events had fhewn themfelves, I was fent 
for. I found her in the condition juft mentioned, together 
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with cold extremities, profafe cold fweats, laborious refpiration, 
and an almoft imperceptible pulfe. 


Irom the fymptoms prefent, and the account received from 
the midwife, I immediately fufpected the nature of my patient’s 
‘difeafe ; and before I examined her, mentioned my opinion, and 
allo the moft probable confequence. I now proceeded to fatis- 
fy myfelf, and found my conjecture realized. The child with 
the placenta had efcaped from the uterus, through a rupture 
at its left anterior part, juft at its jun€tion with the vagina, which 
was at this time fufficiently large to admit of the paflage of my 
hand without the leaft difficulty ; the uterus was fituated juft 
above the projection of the facrum, and was contracted very 
firmly, and of the fize it ufually is at this period, after it has 
parted with its contents. ‘The child and fecundines were found 
lying in the cavity of the abdomen among the inteftines ; and 
never fhall I forget the horror with which I was feized when 
I found my hand among them. 


I took hold of the child by the feet, and delivered it immedi- 
ately without the fmalleft difficulty ; this I confidered the only 
alternative ; and this from the time that had elapfed, as well as 
from the nature of the accident, was lefs than a forlorn hope. 
The placenta was with equaleafe withdrawn. 


The puking with the other diftrefling {ymptoms ftill continu- 
ed; the complained of exceffive thirft ; but the liquids fhe drank 
were inftantly rejected; the pulfe now was fo extremely fre- 
quent as. not to be numbered, and fo fimall as fcarcely to be 
felt. Her diftrefs and anxiety were great beyond conception; 
calling upon all around, either to help or kill her. In this fitu- 
ation fhe continued until about feven o'clock, twenty-five 
hours from the commencement of her labour, and about five 
after the rupture of the uterus. 
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Leave was obtained to infpect the body, and my friend Dr. 
Phyfick, very obligingly affifted me in it. On opening the ab- 
domen, feveral quarts of very dark bloody fluid were found in 
it; part of which was doubtlefs the blood that efcaped from 
the lacerated parts, and the reft perhaps was an increafed 
quantity of the fluid natural to this part, or portions of the pe- 
ritoneum relieving themfelves by effufion ; together with a part 
of the liquor amnii, as we cannot fuppofe all efcaped at the rup- 
turing of the membranes. The ftomach and inteftines bore 
marks of high inflammation, aud in many places approached 
gangrene. The whole lining of the abdomen partook of the 
fame appearances. 


The pelvis on examination was found faulty at the fuperior 
part, by a projection of bone or an exoftofis ; it was fituated a 
little to the left of the fymphyfis pubis, and looked towards the 
bafe of the facrum; it diminifhed the fuperior cavity of the 
pelvis in the direction of its {mall diameter about half an inch ; 
it was fharp and pointed at its extremity. 


The uterus was firmly contracted ; its body and fundus par- 
ticipated in inflammation with the abdominal contents, while its 
neck, or that portion which conftitutes neck when not impreg- 
nated, was in a {tate of gangrene, or perhaps {phacelus, exeepting 
a {mail portion of the pofterior part. The conneétion between 
the uterus and vagina was deftroyed nearly two-thirds round ; 
the laceration extended into the body of the uterus about an inch 
in its contracted ftate. 


The projection of the bony procefs juft mentioned, by dimi- 
nifhing the cavity of the pelvis, muft be regarded as the remote 
caufe of this accident. The child’s head enveloped in a portion 
of the uterus refted againft this point fo long, that inflammation 
and gangrene were the confequence. The efforts of the ute- 


rus continuing violent; and perhaps that violence increafed by 
3G 
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the difficulties which oppofed them, eventually gave way, as its 
fubftance at this particular part was much weakened by the 
changes produced on it by inflammation; nay, the bony tumour 
acted fomewhat like a cutting inftrument. ‘This unfortunate 
woman had been twice delivered by the crotchet, which from 
the nature of the deformity, was not neceflary ; and from the 
time that was allowed to elapfe, not warranted on any principle 
of found prattice ; as there was every reafon to believe the chil- 
dren were alive when it was employed. 


The nature of this deformity muft have readily been difco- 
vered, had an examination been made of the fuperior ftrait, for 
it was immediately perceived when I introduced my finger into 
the vagina: nor did it exift in fuch an extreme as to indicate 
the crotchet, as there was ftill near four inches at this part of 
the pelvis, and confequently the delivery was not retarded by 
its fmallnefs, but by the bad direétion it gave the head ; that is, 
obliging it to prefent too tranfverfely at the fuperior ftrait, by 
which means one of the parietal bones, and that near its pro- 


tuberance, muft have refted on this bony edge, which of 
courfe would prevent its defcent. 


Had this woman’s children been fmall, fhe might have been 
delivered naturally ; or had the head prefented with its vertex 
towards the right acetabulum, its direction with refpeét to the 
fuperior ftrait would have been {fo diagonal as readily to have 
paffed this projection. I cannot however undertake pofitively 
to fay the head did not in any one inftance prefent in this way, 
but prefume it did not, as the crotchet was employed in the 
former labours, and a rupture of the uterus was the confe- 
quence of the laft; befides, this prefentation is by no means as 
frequent as the one where the vertex is to the left acetabulum, 
not occurring once where the other does ten times. 
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Be this as it may, her children moft probably, and herfelf 
moft certainly, might have been faved by turning, for not the 
leaft difficulty was found in making the head pafs the fuperior 
{trait when I delivered the child from the abdomen ; a proof of 
fuficient room was the head made to engage properly, or head 
reverfed, for when we deliver by the feet, the head engages like 
a wedge, from a fmall to a larger diameter, and will pafs very 
readily in this diretion when confiderable difficulty might be 
experienced from the other ; another advantage to be derived 
from this change of fituation of the child, is that we can con- 
{tantly make the head obey a diagonal, or a completely tran{- 
verfe direction, either of which would, I truft, have faved the 


children and mother. In a pelvis of this kind I conclude the 
exclufive indication is turning. i 


I did not hefitate a moment to deliver my patient after I dif- 
covered her fituation, though I propofed no fuccefs to her 
friends; death I thought inevitable in either cafe; from deli- 
very there was a poflible chance for life, from neglecting it 
none. ‘The propriety of this reafoning however has been call- 


ed in queftion, as it is conceived any attempts to fave the 
patient, is but to prolong her mifery. 


No point of obftetrical practice is more unfettled than this ; 
but why it is fo, is difficult to fay, fince it may become obe- 
dienttorule, without the {malleft difficulty, or involving in it 
the flighteft doubt, or contradiction. 


We have three principal directions on this fubje& : by the 
firft we are told it is improper to do any thing, fince it is con- 
ceived no effect can be availing ; the patient is here allowed to 
expire without an endeavour to fave her; of this clafs were the 
tefpectable Dr. W. Hunter, Dr. Denman, and fome others of 
lefs celebrity. Dr. Douglafs in a treatife on this fubjet has 
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combatted this mifchievous fupinenefs fo fuccefsfully, that it 
would be idle to fay any thing more on this fubjed. 


By the fecond, we are recommended to deliver as expeditiouf- 
ly as poflible through the pelvis; this practice is fan¢ctioned by 
more numerous, and not lefs refpectable names than the firit, 
among whom we may mention, La Motte, Levret, &c. This 
plan hasa decided preference over the other, fince it offers af- 
fiftance, and fome women have efcaped from death by it. 


By the third, we are taught to believe the woman has no 
refource but in the cefarean fection: this plan, agreeably to 
Baudelocque, was originally fuggefted by the ingenious but ti- 
mid Levret, but in terms fo indirect, as clearly fhews both his 
knowledge of the fubject, and the prejudices it would have to 
encounter. 


Having thus briefly ftated the various opinions of authors on 
this fubject, 1 fhall take the liberty to fay, that either is wrong 
if implicitly followed ; and to be right upon this fubjeét requires 
the adopticn of all three, as circumftances may require. It muft 
however be remarked that, the firft can never be followed with- 
out incurring the imputation of blameable timidity, except 
where the patient is abfolutely in articulo mortis ; here we may 
withhold aid, as nothing can benefit the expiring fufferer. 


The fecond plan cannot be implicitly followed ; for inftances 
have occurred where the rupture was through the fubitance of 
the uterus ; and as foonas the child has efcaped either entirely 
or partially into the abdomen, the aperture is fo much diminifh- 
ed by the contraction of the uterus as to render it impoflible to 
deliver it through the accidental and natural pafflage. But, when 


the rupture happens, about the junction of the uterus with the 
vagina, which is by far the moft frequent, and at the fame time 
is not fubject to the diminution of fize juft fpoken of ; the fe- 
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cond mode is exclufively indieated, unlefs fuch deformity of 
pelvis is conneéted with it as would render the paflage of the 
child through it impofhible. 


The third plan, I conceive, is only admiffible, firft, where the 
rupture has happened to the body of the uterus, and delivery 
through the vicarious paflage, rendered impollible by its contrac- 
tion. Secondly, where there is complicated with this accident, 
fuch deformity of the pelvis, as at once to forbid any attempt 
at delivery through it. 
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An Account of the Efficacy of the Acetate of Lead in Uterine 
Hemorrhage. By Gtorce E. Mircue tr, M. D. &c. of Elke 
tony Maryland ; communicated to Dr. Jacop D. Wacker, of 
Frederickfourg, Virginia. Tranjmitted to the Editor, February 
13th, 1806. 


Dear Sir, 


A experience is the only true way to obtain a perfeé 
knowledge of the virtues of medicine, I feel difpofed to 
inform you of my experience of the efficacy of acetate of lead, 
in feveral cafes of uterine hemorrhage, which have occurred in 
my prattice, fince I left the univerfity of Pennfylvania. Al- 
though I was induced to believe it a valuable implement in the 
hands of a phyfician, in this form of difeafe, from the encomi- 
ums of profeflor Barton, yet my experience has greatly confirm- 
ed that belief; it has alfo convinced me that a ftudent of the 
orefent day, may put more confidence in the recommenda- 
tions of our profeflors, than many of the ancient writers are 
entitled to. 


I have had five cafes of this difeafe, in all which, this medi- 
cine was prefcribed with evident fuccefs ; in feveral of thefe ca- 
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fes blood-letting was ufed as it was indicated by the pulfe. The 
acetate of lead was ufed according to the urgency of the cafe. 
I generally commenced with one, two, or three grains, to be re- 
peated every three or four hours, which always had the effect 
it was defired to produce. One cafe which was alarming and 
obftinate, and which had been treated with the common reme- 
dies in this difeafe, will convince you of its fuperior efficacy. 


A lady of delicate make, aged 29 years, was feized with 
uterine hemorrhage; her phyfician had properly prefcribed 
according to the ftate of her fyftem; blood-letting had been 
ufed feveral times. Aftringent powders of fulphate of alumine 
and gum kino had been given every hour; proper local applica- 
tions had been ufed without much apparent advantage. ‘The 
woman was much reduced, and fhe, as well as her phyfician, 
was fenfible that her complaint, if not foon checked, would ter- 
minate her exiftence. I was confulted in her cafe, and recom- 
mended the acetate of lead: this practice was novel to the at- 
tending phyfician ; but he agreed it fhould be tried: I prepared 
a dofe of five grains, made into a bolus, with mucilage of gum 
arabic, and gave it her with a determination to repeat it, if it 
was found neceffary ; but in one hour it was evident the pill 
had produced the defired effect: the hemorrhage was flopped, 
and did not return ; next day fhe was ordered tonic powders of 
rubigo ferri, and columbo, which foon reftored her to her for- 
mer ftate of health. 


Another cafe I think proper to relate to you. On the 25th 
of July laft, I was attending a patient in the houfe of a gentle- 
man in this neighbourhood, and whilft performing the operation 
of blood-letting, the lady of the family came into the room ; fhe 
was in perfect health ; but foon complained the fight of the 
blood made her fick; fhe haftened into another room, and was 
immediately taken with a profufe uterine hemorrhage. I was 
called in, and as fhe was far advanced in pregnancy, and the 
hemorrhage alarming, I concluded her in very imminent dan- 
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ger. As foon as poffible, I gave her about five grains of this me- 
dicine, which very foon produced the wifhed for effect. Since 
which, at the proper time, fhe has born a healthy child. I 
have ufed it with fuccefs in active, and paflive hemorrhage, 
without the affiftance of any other remedy. 


In the third cafe in which I have prefcribed this medicine, I 


was alarmed to find my patient ina profufe ptyalifm. I was accu- 


fed of having ufed mercury, but confcious I had not given her 
any, could attribute it alone to this medicine. I recolle¢ted a 
woman in the Pennfylvania hofpital, who was falivated by afew 
grains of the fame medicine: if I remember aright it was given 
by Dr. Rufh in epilepfy. Do¢tor James Archer, of Hartford 
county, informed me yefterday, that the fame eircumftance had 
happened to a patient of his, he prefcribed it for diarrhea. 
I was not fenfible of that difagreeable {mell which is always the 
effect of mercury. 


I have alfo ufed this medicine with fuccefs in alarming 
and obftinate cafes of hemoptyfis. In none of the cafes in 
which I ufed it, did any ill confequences follow, except the 
ptyalifm produced in the third cafe. Indeed the experience of 
many who have ufed this medicine in large and repeated dofes, 
and the many miftakes* which have been made with it with im- 
punity, ought to difpel that improper timidity with which it is 
generally prefcribed ; and which often prevents its prefcription, 
when it might be ufed with the moft happy effects. 


How valuable is that medicine with which the illuftrious 
Ruth, and others have cured epilepfy ? Its efficacy (eftablifhed 
by experience) externally, and interrally, in many forms of dif- 
eafe, is fufficient to convince the moft fceptical that it is a very 
valuable medicine. 


Tam, with high efteem, 
Your friend and fellow ftudent, 


GEORGE E. MITCHELL. 
* Vide, Medical Mufeum, Vol. I. page roz. 
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Favourable Refult of the Cafe of Blindnefs detailed in the preceding 
Number of the Philadelphia Medical Mufeum. By the Editor. 


Eke very remarkable inftance of blindnefs, caufed by the en- 
trance and fixation of a piece of tinfel cord in the eye, as 
detailed in the laft number of the Mufeum, had fcarcely been 
given to the public ; when accident affured me of the return of 
fight. ‘Three weeks had not expired, from the time of my ex- 
amining the eye, (as I ufually had done every few weeks, and ) at 
which period vifion was completely obftructed by the opacity 
of the lens or its capfule ; when I received the pleafing informa- 
tion from the mother of the child, that he could certainly dif- 
tinguifh objects. On examining the eye, the opacity had entire- 
ly difappeared oppofite tothe pupil; but the miiky appearance 
{till continued towards the circumference of the lens. He could 
diftinguifh objects, and difcriminate accurately between them, 
except when they were placed diagonally to the eye, when the rays 
of light confequently fell on the opaque part. I could alfo now 
diftinguifh the little figure formed of myfelf at the bottom of the 
eye, when looking into it;—and vifion has daily appeared to 
improve. The opacity continues to diminifh, and I can have 
little doubt, that a fhort time will entirely diflipate it. The flight 
irregularity of the iris is the fole perceptible defect, and that is 
evident only upon clofe examination. ‘This wonderful recovery 
from blindnefs, after four months complete privation of fight, 
fo totally unexpected to myfelf, cannot but prove pleafing to 
thofe who have perufed the cafe, as it affords a proof of the fa- 
lutary efforts of the animal economy, when aided by youth and 
a good conftitution. 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20th, 1806. 
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Obfervations on Impregnation. By Dr. Peachey Harrison, in a 
Letter to the Editor.* 


SIR, 
HE following obfervations on impregnation, were excit- 
ed by the perufal of an Effay upon fuperfcetation, by Dr. 
William Dewees, in the Philadelphia Medical Mufeum. If 
they thall be deemed deferving of a place in that excellent pub- 
lication, I fhall regard it as an expreffion of public approbation 
in favour of talents which have been affiduoufly, though per- 
haps not fuccefsfully cultivated ; and which approbation, I now, 
for the firft time, with trembling diffidence, folicit. 


Iam well aware, that the fubjeéct is furrounded with difficul- 
ties, but I am inclined to believe, that truth, on this fubjeét, is 
not lefs fufceptible of difcovery, than on various other phyfi- 
ological fubjects, which, at this time, are quite familiar to phyfi- 
ologifts ; and I do not doubt, that, if nature were interrogated, 
with regard to this fubjeét, with the firmnefs, the zeal and the 
patience, which have attended the inquiries of medical philofo- 
phers into other abftrufe fubjects of phyfiology, fhe would pro- 
nounce the oracles to the complete reward of the labourer. I 
have purfued the coy maid into fome of her receffes, and have 
endeavoured to extort from her fome of the oracles; and I flat- 
ter myfelf not altogether without fuccefs. My inquiries, how- 
ever, have led me to conclufions adverfe to thofe which Do¢tor 
Dewees has endeavoured to eftablifh in his Effay upon fuper- 
foetation ; and I deem it a fervice due to the cultivators of phy- 
fiology to make known thofe opinions, which have been de- 
duced, not from uncertain conjectures, but from refponfes, 
rendered by interrogated nature. 


* This communication has neither date nor place of abode ; which leads the 
Editor, again to requeft the authors, of papers tranfmitted to him, to be particu- 
lar on this point; as well asin writing diftincétly their names, which are formes 


times obfcure. 
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That there is a f{pecific fenfibility refident in the female geni- 
tal fyftem will not be queftioned, and any attempts to prove it 
would therefore be deemed fuperfluous. ‘The firft inquiry, 
then, which naturally arifes, and to which our attention will, 
in the firft place be directed, is, where this fenfibility, which I 
fhall call venereal, refides? It is anfwered, in the os.tince 
chiefly, but alfo in the uterus itfelf, in the fallopian tubes, and 
perhaps, in the ovaria. Iam inclined to think, that the ovaria 
poffefs a fhare of venereal fenfibility ; becaufe, as venereal defire 
is firft awakened in males by the ftimulus of the femen, {o it is 
probable it is firft aroufed in females by one or more ovula 
acquiring maturity: but where does the ftimulus of a mature 
ovulum firft exert itfelf? Inthe uterus, whereby the catame- 
nia are excited and eftablifhed. Does not this ferve to fhew a 
connection between the ovaria and the uterus by a common 


fenfibility ? 


That the venereal fenfibility refides in the os tince, &c. I in- 
fer from the ftructure of the parts, and efpecially from the pro- 
jection of the collum uteri into the vagina, where it will of ne- 
ceffity, in the fexual intercourfe, receive irritation from the foft 
and velvet-like head of the penis, well calculated to produce 
what I have called the venereal orgafm; which confifts in a 
certain excitement of the uterine fyftem, accompanied with ex- 
quifite fenfations, fimilar to thofe which take place in the male, 
at the time of the ejection of the femen, and, with an unknown 
defire to receive the feminal {timulus. But that the venereal 
fenfibility is feated in the parts I have alleged, is eftablithed 
beyond all doubt, by the faét, that the os tince is aCtually the 
feat of pleafure in females in the venereal congrefs. Whether 
this fact is known to phyfiologifts in general, I have not been 
able to afcertain; but Iam inclined to think it is not; otherwife 
their theorifings on impregnation would have been more con- 
formable to the natural fuggeftions of this fact; and particular- 
ly, they would not have fuppofed an ejecting power in the penis 
fufficient to throw the femen into the uterus: and this involves 
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another abfurdity, viz. that the mouth and neck of the womb 
muft open at the fame time, to make way for the femen to be 
injected. It feems to us, if this faét, and another which we fhall 
prefently ftate, had been known to Doctor Dewees, he would 
not have adopted the hypothefis which he labours fo ftrenu- 
oufly to maintain. 


The other fact which I am about to ftate, and which I have 
hinted at above, is, that fometimes (and this will happen more 
or lefs frequently, czeteris paribus, as the venereal fenfibility is 
more or lefs accumulated) during the venereal congrefs, the os 
tincee, the uterus and its appendages take on actions calculated 
to feize and to convey the feminal f{timulus to the place of its 
deftination. 


The following combinations of caufes and effects will ferve 
to convey a clear conception of the manner, in which we fup- 
pole impregnation is effected. 


Irritation applied by the glans penis to the os tincze, well pre- 
pared to receive this irritation by its projection into the vagina, 
and by its extreme fenfibility, is the immediate caufe of the ve- 
nereal orgafm, or that unknown defire which.the female fome- 
times feels, in coition, for the feminal ftimulus; and fecondly, 
that an abforption of the fecundating fluid, when applied to 
the os tince during the orgafm, is the proximate effe& thereof ; 
and in the third place, that the tranfmiffion of the femen to the 
ovaria, by the proper action of the uterine {yf{tem, is as natural- 
ly the confequence of abforption, as deglutition is of agreeable 
aliment taken into the pharynx. And laftly, that impregnation is 
the final caufe of the fexual intercourfe, and of the pleafures 
with which it is accompanied. 


It clearly follows from what has been ftated above, that im- 
pregnation will never take place unlefs the venereal orgafm has 
been excited; and it is equally plain, that it will not happen up- 
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lefs the femen is brought in contaét with the os tince during 
the venereal orgafm; and it follows with equal clearnefs, that 
an appofition of the urethra to the os tincz, at the fame time 
will be important, if not indifpenfable ; not indeed for the pur- 
pofe of the injeétion of the femen into the uterus, but that the 
feminal ftimulus be applied to the os tincz at the moment when 
it is prepared to abforb and convey it to the ovaria. 


_ That an appofition may take place, appears to me entirely 
probable, from the phenomena which very generally occur in a 
fexual intercourfe, in which the venereal orgafm is awakened ; 
among which are the following: the cervix uteri becomes tur- 
gid, the ligamenta rotunda contraét, the uterus is depreffed in 
the pelvis, and the os tince is brought nearer to the orificium 
externum, and aflumes a direction favourable to an appofition ; 
and agreeably to thefe views we might eafily obviate the ob- 
jections derived from a penis unufually fhort, and from a par- 


tial impervioufnefs of the vagina; but we will not purfue this 
part of the fubjeét any farther. 


We have feen, that the objection of Doétor Dewees againft 
impregnation through the route of the uterus, taken from the 
confideration of the inability of the penis to inject the femen into 
the uterus, is without foundation; and that, derived from the 
fallopian tubes being filled with a vifcid mucus, together with 
the vifcidity of the femen, appears to us altogether as ground- 
lefs : but a more ferious objection urged by the Doétor, ‘is, that 
our hypothefis fuppofes two actions in the fallopian tubes, dia- 
metrically oppofite to each other; one by which the femen is 
conveyed to the ovaria, and the other by which the ovulum or 
ovula are conveyed from the ovaria to the uterus, which he af- 
ferts to be abfurd, and unfupported by any analogy with which 
we are acquainted, in the human body. AmI miftaken when I 
think I perceive an analogy between thefe actions of the genital 
fyftem and thofe which occur in the ftomach and efophagus in 
the acts of vomiting and {wallowing ; in the inteftinal abforbents, 
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in’ the acts of drinking up the bile and difgorging it again in 
diarrhoeas and during the operations of active cathartics? And 
may we not as well admit a retrograde motion in the fallopian 
tubes, as of the biliary duéts according to the opinion of Dottor 
Cullen; or of the abforbents of the urinary bladder and others 
agreeably to the notion of Doétor Darwin? And is it not a well 
eftablifhed law of the animal economy, that different and even 
oppofite actions are produced by different ftimuli, or by differ- 
ent degrees of the fame ftimulus ? What hincers then, but the 
fallopian tubes may be excited into a retrograde motion, by the 
{pecific ftimulus of the newly vivified ovula? 


But how is fuperfcetation to be accounted for, according to 
our hypothefis ? I am not entirely certain it ever does happen. 
There is ftill, in our opinion, a poffibility of miftake in the firft 
cafe detailed by the Doétor. The fmalleft foetus may poflibly 
have been coeval in its exiftence with the largeft, and its growth 
may have been retarded by fome unknown caufe. In the fe- 
cond cafe, the girl may have admitted the embraces of the white 
and black man within a fhort diftance of time of each other: 
upon this fuppofition it is poffible to conceive, that each em- 
brace proved prolific, and indeed this expofition feems to me 
quite admiffible. But fuppofe fuperfcetation may happen, we 
are then only prepared to offer fome conjectures as to the man- 
ner in which it may happen ; and we would afk, why it may not 
take place as we have endeavoured to evince other impregna- 
tions do? This, it will be objeéted, is impoffible, the paf- 
fage from the vagina into the uterus being obliterated after im- 
pregnation; but does it appear that this is the faét? Does not 
the fmalleft quantity of blood effufed into the uterus during 
geftation eafily find its way into the vagina? The fact is, the paf- 
fage is only obftructed with a vifcid mucus, which might, it is 
conceived, be diluted in time of coition, fo as to admit the paffage 
of the femen into the uterus, whence it may be conveyed to the 
Ovaria by the fallopian tubes, as in other feecundations ; for it 
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will not be afferted, that the openings of thefe tubes in the ute- 
rus are always obftructed by the placenta. 


Thus we conceive the main difficulty to fuperfcetation, (fup- 
pofing this ever to happen) through the route of the uterus, is 
obviated. Upon the whole we. are fully perfuaded, that the 
theory of Doctor Dewees, however ingenious, is entirely infuf- 
ficient to explain the phenomefia of impregnation; nor can we | 
perceive the neceflity of reforting to it, in order to account for 
fuperfoetation, were we perfuaded that this may happen: but to 
this, it feems to us, the all-wife Creator has oppofed at leaft the 
following obftacles, viz. a diminifhed venereal fenfibility, and a 
retraction of the cervix uteri from the vagina in the progrefs of 
geftation; and hence it feems highly improbable that, during 
this period, the venereal orgaim will ever take place; and agree- 
ably to the opinions we have endeavoured to eftablifh, fupertceta- 
tion will in all probability never happen. 





Si guid novifti rectius iftis, 
Candidus, imperti: fi non, his utere mecum. 


PEACHEY HARRISON. 


Dr. Joun RepMan Coxe. 








Obfervations on the indigenous Medicinal Plants of America; and 
on the Cultivation of thofe of foreign Growth. By Dr. Tostas 


WATKINS. 


Havre-de-Grace, December 16th, 1805. 
DEAR SIR, 
BOUT two years ago I commenced a feries of experiments 
upon the nature of fome of our indigenous plants, and 
the eafieft means of adapting the cultivation of thofe of foreign 
growth to the climate of the United States; and ] was much 
pleafed to find, in the laft number of your Mufeum, a communi- 
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eation on the fame fubje& from my efteemed friend Dr. Meafe. 
As my principal object is to excite others to fimilar experi- 
ments, if you think the fubject worth notice, you will oblige 
me by giving a place in your Mufeum to the following obfer- 
vations on the nature and cultivation of medicinal plants in the 
United States. 


From the very birth of our country to the prefent day, we 
have been indebted to different European nations for the refult 
of their labours and ftudies, in thofe arts and fciences which 
have contributed fo largely to our happinefs and well-being. 
Some few Americans however have boldly ftepped forward to 
affert our natural independence, who by their unwearied aflidu- 
ity and indefatigable labours in the field of fcience, have raifed 
an harveft fufhiciently abundant to exercife the induitry of an 
enterprifing pofterity ; and in no {cience have we been blefled 
with more originality than in that of medicine, and its differ- 
ent branches. Natural hiftory has, until lately, formed but a 
{mall part of the ftudy of Americans; and the refearches of 
thofe few who did engage in it, were made, it would appear, 
rather with a view to advance their own fame than to benefit 
others ; hence there has been but a trifling addition made to 
the Materia Medica, from the United States. Botanical gar- 
dens have been inftituted, which will no doubt tend to facili- 
tate the ftudy of that pleafing and inftructive icience; but hi- 
therto, I believe, that few experiments have been made to af- 
certain the relative qualities of their produce with thofe from 
foreign countries, and we continue our dependance on thefe 
forafupply. It is well known that many medicines, from long 
keeping, lofe virtues which in a recent {tate they pofleffed in an 
eminent degree, and the great demand for particular medicines, 
(more efpecially the Peruvian bark) which have been fuppofed 
to thrive only in particular countries, is certainly frequently 
the caufe of adulterations which have ultimately difappointed 
our high-raifed expectations of their fuccefs. It is my inten- 
tion, as far as my experiments have carried me, to point out the 
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eafieft means by which fome of our indigenoys medicinal plants 
may be cultivated, and at the fame time compare their virtues 
with thofe of the fame clafs imported. If what I have done, 
or can fay on the fubject, fhould incite a fingle attempt to- 
wards a profecution of the propofed plan of raifing our own 
medicines, I fhall certainly feel far overpaid, in the conviction 
that a fair and candid trial, with induftry and perfeverance, will 
fully demonttrate its general utility as well as economy. 


It will be feen alfo in the fequel of thefe obfervations, that 
{ome of our moft valuable exotics may be cultivated here at a 
lefs expenfe than they can be imported. 


ft. White poppy.* Papaver fomniferum of Linnxus. As 
this plant has found a place in almoft every garden for the beau- 
ty of its flower, it will be needlefs to give any defcription or 
make any remarks on its cultivation; I fhall therefore only 
relate the method which I took to procure the juice, and fome 
experiments on its ftrength and virtue. A day or two after 
the flowers had fully blown, with a fharp knife I made from 
three to five incifions longitudinally on the capfules or heads of 
the plant, at fun-rife, taking care not to carry the incifion fo 
deep as to wound the feed. ‘The juice would continue to exude 
from thefe incifions until fun-fet, when it was carefully collect - 
ed on a clean glafs and expofed to the next day’s fun, by which 
time it would become fufliciently infpiffated to form pills. In 
tafte and fmell it exaGly refembles the common ‘Turkey opium, 
but the colour is confiderably darker. 


In a violent fit of the colic in which I fuffered the molt ex- 
eruciating pain, I took one grain of the juice (my ufual dofe 
of opium) which produced no effect; in twenty minutes I re- 
peated the fame dofe, and in lefs than fifteen minutes after- 


wards the pain was entirely deftroyed, and I felt fomewhat 


* There appears to me to be no difference in the juice of feveral other {pecies 


ef the poppy- 
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drowfy and ftupid; my pulfe, during this time, fuffered no va- 
riation ; but I continued to experience the effect of the opium 
for three hours ; having no return of pain during all that time. 
As this proved to me that the poppy juice might be given, at 
leaft without any bad confequences, I felt no hefitation in try- 
ing it the next opportunity, which occurred a few days after, 
in a cafe of obftinate and troublefome diarrhoea in an adult. 
After the operation of a dofe of ol. ricin. I direfted the patient 
to take one grain of the poppy juice every two hours, until the 
frequency of his motions fliould be abated: after the third dofe, 
my patient fell into a profound fleep, which lafted uninterrupt- 
ed, for five or fix hours; when he awoke and continued per- 
feétly free from his complaint. Ina third cafe of violent tooth- 
ache, one grain placed in the decayed tooth, procured relief in 
ten minutes. For fix months paft I have occafionally ufed it in 
thofe cafes where opium was neceffary, with precifely the fame 
effects ; the only difference I have experienced is, that the Tur- 
key opium is about one-fixth ftronger. Common rum extracts 
the whole virtue of the juice, leaving fcarcely any refiduum. 


2d. Palma Chrifti. (Ricinus communis,) Lin. This plant, 
which is a native of the Weft Indies, requires particular atten- 
tion to bring it to perfection. in this climate: unlefs planted at the 
firft opening of fpring, the nuts cannot have time to ripen be- 
fore froft. ‘The method which I have found to fucceed beft, is 
to plant the feed in November, in pots or boxes, and by keep- 
ing them in a houfe during the winter, they begin to germinate 
about the middle of March ; and by the firft of May, when the 
earth has become thoroughly thawed, the young plants may be 
removed into the garden, and tranfplanted into rich mould or 
ground highly manured ; care fhould be taken to water them 
well for fome days, after which nothing more is neceffary than 
to keep the ground about them well worked, and free from 
weeds 5 with this attention, the plants will grow to the height 
ef from five to cight feet with very luxuriant branches. The 
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flowers make their appearance generally about the firft of July, 
and continue in fucceflive crops until entirely deftroyed by the 
froft. Thenuts, which are contained ina beautiful green bur, 
may be gathered as foon as the external covering begins to open 
a little and lofe its green colour ; and care being taken to collect 
them as faft as they ripen, from two to three pints may be ga- 
thered from one plant before the middle of October. ‘The me- 
thod which I took to obtain the oil was as follows. Into a clean - 
iron pot capable of containing two gallons, I put one gallon and 
a half of clean {pring water, into which five pints of the feed 
(freed from the thin brittle fhell which envelops them) were 
thrown. The pot was then covered and placed on a flow fire ; as 
foon as it began to boil, it was removed and the oil carefully 
f{kimmed off, yielding fourteen ounces. The pot was then replac- 
ed on the fire and fuffered to boil as long as any oil arofe. The 
product of this laft boiling was one pint ; thicker, and more of an 
orange colour than the firft, and of a difagreeable empyreumatic 
odour and tafte. ‘The firft fourteen ounces were of a light yellow 
colour, about the confiftence of pure olive oil, without tafte or 
fmell. Of this, one ounce would generally operate very brifkly 
without caufing the leaft naufea or griping, and as I have always 
found it more certain in its operation and much lefs naufeous 
than the expreffed oil which comes to us from the Weft Indies, 
I have univerfally given it the preference when oil was indi- 
cated. 


3d. Mallow. Malva Sylveftris. L. This plant, when culti- 
vated, grows to the height of fix feet; the leaves very broad 
and beautifully fringed and fcolloped, with a fmall delicate pur- 
ple flower, which appears in June and July. The leaves are 
the only part which I have ufed, and thefe have long ftood high 
in the eftimation of the old women, in all cafes of urinary ob- 
{tructions. ‘They appear to have a peculiar action on the kid- 
neys ; and in feveral cafes of obftruéted urine, I have feen an in- 
fufion of them, given in dofes of a tea-cupful, at fhort inter- 


vals, produce the moft fpeedy and happy effects ; in gonorrhea, 
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this medicine is of wonderful fervice in allaying the acrimony of 
the urine. I have directed it likewife with confiderable benefit 
in fome cafes of diarrhoea where the ftools were acrimonious; 
three ounces of the pure leaves infufed in a pint of boiling 
water will purge gently without griping. For keeping, the leaves 
fhould be gathered as foon as the flowers difappear, and dried in 
a houfe; when expofed to the fun they lofe that mucilaginous 
quality for which they are ferviceable. 


4th. Pennyroyal, Mentha, Pulegium. L. This plant gener- 
ally grows wild in great abundance in old uncultivated fields, 
where it may eafily be difcovered by its ftrong, penetrating, 
fomewhat aromatic {mell. ‘There is no effential difference in 
the qualities of the plant, when cultivated, except that it ac- 
quires a more penetrating {mell. ‘The pulegium, has long been 
defervedly celebrated as an emmenagogue, and indeed in no in- 
ftance have I ever feen it fail to produce a flow of the menfes, 
and after every other means had been tried in vain. Phyficians 
are too aptto defpife fuch fimple remedies as are in the hands of 
every body, and thus are often baffled in their endeavours to re- 
lieve fome difeafes which the moft ignorant old woman can ef- 
fectually remove; from this error alone, I am convinced that 
fome of our moft powerful remedies have no place in the fhops. 
The ufual manner of ufing the pulegium, is infufion of the 
whole plant ; but I have given the powder of the dried plant to 
the-extent of half a drachm for a dofe with the fame effect : 
rectified fpirit makes an agreeable tincture poflefling the whole 
virtues of the plant.* 


* So powerful and immediate is the action of this plant on the uterus, that 
feveral cafes of abortion are on record, produced by its odour—One inftance, I 
have myfelf known, during the laft fummer, in a woman of delicate conftitution, 
in the fourth month of her pregnangy. 
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Time will not permit me to give you a longer lift at pre- 
fent ; but it is my intention, if you fhould think that any bene- 
fit will refult to the fcience from the purfuit of this fubject, to 
continue my communications as often as I have leifure. With 
fincere wifhes for the fuccefs of your labours; 


Tam, dear fir, 


Very refpectfully, 


Your obedient fervant, 


T. WATKINS. 


Dr. Joun RepMAN Coxe. 
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FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


PRIZE MEDALS, 


Offered by the Humane Society of Philadelphia. 


HE Society have obferved, with gratitude, and admira- 

tion, the labours of the many learned and ingenious be- 
nefaétors of mankind, who have advanced to an high degree 
of improvement, the means to be employed in reftoring to life 
thofe who have been apparently deprived thereof. But they 
have at the fame time to regret, that notwithftanding much 
good hath been done, yet thefe means very often fail of tuccefs. 
In order to excite public attention towards the further im- 


provement of fo important a part of medical {ctience, the fociety 
is induced to offer ; 


For the beft differtation on the means of refloring to life, perfans 


apparently dead from drowning, and more effeCual than any yet in 
ufeya GOLD MEDAL, value Firry Dotuars. 


For the fecond bef, a SILVER MEDAL, value Twenty-Five 
Do iars. 


The differtations to be fent to the Secretary of the Society 
(poft-paid} by the firft day of January 1$o08. 
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They may be written in the Englifh, French or Latin Jan- 
guage, to be accompanied with a fealed paper, containing the 
author’s name and place of refidence; which is not to be open- 
ed, unlefs the prize is decreed. 


They fhall be fubmitted to the judgment and decifion of the 
Medical Profeffors of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania. 


Tue Society erttertain the pleafing hope, that to fome of 
their fellow citizens is referved the heart-felt fatisfaction and 
honourable reward of improving this truly interefting part of 
ufeful knowledge; and of announcing to the world an impor- 


tant addition to the means already in ufe for reftoring fufpended 
animation. 


By order of the Managers of the Humane Society, 


JOSEPH CRUKSHANK, Prefdent. 
ISAAC SNOWDEN, Jun. Secretary. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 11th, 1805. 





At the Anniveriary Meeting of the ALedical Society of South- 
Carolina, held on Tuefday lait, the 24th inft. (January) the 
following gentlemen were elected officers for the enfuing year : 


Doétor PHitip G. Prioieau, Prefident. 
Doétor JosePH JoHNson, Vice-Prefident. 
Doctor Joun P. Goucn, Treafurer. 
Doétor Freperick Datcno, Secretary. 


The Anniverfary Oration was delivered by Dr. Datcuo. 
Dr. Hay was appointed to deliver the Oration at the enfuing 
Anniverfary. 
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Abstract of Meteorological Observations for 1805. 
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Abstract of Meteorological Observations for 1805. 
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THERMOMETERS+- 


Fahrenheit’s thermometer is generally ufed in: this country. 
In it the range between the freezing and boiling points of water is 
divided into 180 degrees ; and as the greate{t pollible degree of 
cold was fuppofed ‘to be that produced by mixing fnow and mu- 
riate of foda, it was made the zero, and the freezing point became 
$2°, and the boiling point 212¢.* 

The Centigrade thermometer of France, places the zero at the 
freezing point, and divides the range between it and the boiling 
point into 100°. This has long been ufed in Sweden under the 
title of Celfius’s thermometer. 

Reaumur’s thermometer, which was formerly ufed in France, 
divides the {pace between the freezing and boiling of water into 
‘80° and places the zero at the freezing point. 

Wedgewood’s pyrometer is only intended to meafure very high 
temperatures. Its zero correfponds with 1077° of Fahrenheit’s, 
and each degree of Wedgewood is equal to 130 of Fahrenheit. 

De Lifle’s thermometer is ufed in Ruflia. ‘The graduation be- 
gins at the botling point and increafes towards the freezing point. 
‘The boiling point is marked 0, and the freezing point 150. 
~ “Therefore 180° F.= 100° C.=80° R.= 150 D.=22.w. 

13 
_ Or to reduce centigrade degrees to thofe of Fahrenheit, mul- 
tiply by 9 and divide by 5, and to the quotient add 32, that is, 
25 452 =F. 

To reduce Reaumur’s to Fahrenheit’s, we have the following 
formula, 2* 439 =F. 

To reduce De Lifle’s degrees under the boiling point, we have 
F=212 ©” to reduce thofe above the boiling point F=2124.6P 

5 





5 
To reduce Wedgewood’s degrees to thofe of Fahrenheit, we 
have 130 W+ 1077=F, or inverfely, 


5 F=-160_« 4 F—128 F—1077 














=—W: 
9 9 130 
rho E =D. eb. 


* The freezing point would appear to be the moft natural commencement of the 
fcale or Zero: andhere we find both Reaumur’s and the Centigrade Thermometer 
coincide. The prefent range of 180° between the freezing and boiling point, is a 
very convenient one for the regular divifion of the fcale . and it will alfo facilitate 
the reduction of the various feales to each other. I have feveral times adapted this 
fcale to thermometer tubes, and cannot but wifh it wasin generaluf.. I fhall take 
the liberty to call it the American ‘1 hermometer. Editor. 
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Tase of the Degrees of different Thermometers, omitting Fraéhions, 
at which fome remarkable Chemical Phenomena occur. 


4 











REA.} CENT. |FAHR. 
541 68 90 
441° 55 66 
36] 44 50 
35] 43 46 
34) 49 45 
32} 39 39 
30| 37 36 
28) 35 3] 
241 30 23 
231 3 29 
20) 25 14 
19} 24 1] 
lil ‘ha 7 
14, 18 ( 

7 9 16 
5 6 20 
4. 5 23 
3) 4 25: 
2) 92.5 28 
1} 4.25 80) 
0 39 
2) 2.5 36 
4) 5 4.0 
5 6 | 43 
G 45 
10) 12 55 
12} 15 59 
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Cold produced by Mr. Walker. 

Nitric acid freezes, Fourcroy. 

Cold obferved at Hudfon’s Bay, Mr 
MsNab. 

Ether freezes. 

Ammonia exifts in a liquid form. 

Mercury freezes. 

Sulphuric acid freezes, (Thomfon). 

Sulphurous acid liquid, (Monge). 

Cold obferved at Glafgow on the fur- 
face of {now, 1780. 

Acetous acid freezes. 

Cold obferved at Glafgow, 1780. 

Two parts of alcohol and one of water 
freeze. 

Brandy freezes. 

Cold, produced by mixing equal parts 
of fnow and muriate of foda. 


did not freeze at---18 Morelli. 

Strong wines freeze. 

Fluoric acid freezes, (Prieftly). Oil 

of bergamot and cinnamon freezes, 

(Marg.) 

Human blood freezes. 

Vinegar freezes. 

Milk freezes. 

Oxymuriatic acid melts, (Thomfon). 
Water freezes. 

Olive oil freezes. 

Oxymuriatic acid boils, (Thomfon).--- 

Equal parts of phofphorus and ful- 

phur melt, (Pelletier). 

Phofphorus burns flowly. 

Sulphuric acid, Sp. gr. 1.78, freezes, 
(Keir). ) 

to 66 putrid fermentation, (Fourcroy). 





27 | 


Vinous fermentation begins, (Fourc). 








Oil of turpentine freezes. Margueron 


TORE ve % Sy % 
ie BS fo PRECIO : 
deere OB de at Pe a Seale z ee 





EL ROC AC A a a Nh 3 


Se 








RR set 0) eis GR 
saeh 09 Rede SS Sia 





ef 
y 
i 
: 
< 
e 
2 
‘ 








al 


RS ist EE ES ee 


fh: 


” oad 2 as f 
BEAST ESS 


a 
f 





Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 42y 




















Re.| Cent. ; Faw. | Ame. 
14 i7| 64) 32 
15 18 66) 34 
16, 20) 68} 36 
19 24: 75 43 
20 25 17 AS 
91 26 80| 48 
22 28 82 50 
25 $1 88} 56 
28 37 96; 64 

97| 65 
29 36 98 66 
30 7 991 67 
$2 40 1044 72 
33 4] 107| 75 
34 42 109] 77 
36 4:5 112 80 
4.0 50; 122) 90 
42 53 127 95 
44. 54 130} 9S 
48 60 140} 108 
49} G1} 142] 110 
50 G3, 1435] 113 
55 79, 155) 123 
59 74 165) 133 
61 77 170} 138 
64 80; 176) 144 
$0 C0, 212| 180 
83) 104; 219} 187 
85 110; 230} 198 
89 lll} 232} 200 
90 112! 234) 202 
93, 116) 241} 209 


Oil of anife freezes, 

to 133, F. Animal putrefaction, 70 to 
panary fermentation. 

Camphor evaporates, (Fourcroy). 

Summer heat at Edinburgh. 

Vinous fermentation rapid, (Fourcroy). 
Acetous ditto begins. 

Phofphorus burns in oxygen gas. 104 
Goettling. 

The adipocere of mufcle melts. 

Acetous fermentation ceafes, (Fourc.) 
Phofphorus is duétile. F. 

to 100, animal heat. 

Axunge melts, (Nicholfon). 

Ether boils. 

Phofphorus melts, (Pelletier). 

Refin of bile melts. 

Feverifh heat. 

Myrtle wax melts (Cadet). 

Spermaceti melts (Boftock). 

Phofphorus burns vividly, (Fourcroy). 
148, (Thomfon). 





5\Tallow melts, (Nicholfon). 


Ammonia is feparated from water. 

Ammonia boils, (Dalton). 

Beés wax melts, (Irvine). 

Camphor fublimes, (Venturi). Amber- 
gris melts, (La Grange). 

Bleached wax melts, (Nicholfon). 

Albumen coagulates. 156 (Black). 

Sulphur evaporates, (Kirwan). 

Alcohol boils. 174 (Black). 

Water and volatile oils boil. 

Bifmuth 5 parts, tin 3, and lead 2, melt. 

Phofphorus begins to diftil, (Pelletier). 

Muriate of lime boils, (Dalton). 

Sulphur melts, Hope. (212°. Four- 
croy). (185°. Kirwan.) 

Adipocere of biliary calculi melts. 
(Fourcroy). 

Nitrous acid boils. 





. \Nitric acid boils. 
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REav. | CENT. | Fane. WED. 
112 140° 283 
120 150 303) 
134 168 334 
182 29277 44.9 
190 235 460 
197 248 476 
226 282 540 
232 290 554 
935 294. 560 
248 310 590 
252 315 600 
“a $25 612 
269 335 635 
2789 350 G50 
997 371 700 
$15 554 750 
34] 427 800 
$42 4.98 802 
$45 4.59 809 
380 475 §8 4 
ALS 560; 1050 
462 577| 1077) 1 
564 705| 1300|1.7 + 
737 986} 1807] 6 
1451] 1814 2897} 14 
1678 2100!) 3807)21 
2024 2530| 4587127 
2082 2602| 4717)28 
2130 ZTO0O| 4847) 29 
2313, 2780| 5237132 











White oxide of arfenic fublimes. 
Alloy of equal parts of tin and 
bifmuth melts, 

Sulphur burns flowly, and cam- 
phor melts, (Venturi), 

Alloys, tin 3, and: lead 2, and 
tin 2, bifmuth 1, melt, 

Tin meits, Crichton. (413, fv- 
vine), 

Tin 1, and lead 4, melt, 
Bifmuth melts, (Irvine), 

Arfenic fublimes, 

Phofphorus boils, (Pelletier), 

Oil of turpentine boils, 
Sulphuric acid boils, (Dalton), 
546, Black. 540, Bergm. 
Linfeed oil boils. Sulphur fub- 
limes, (Davy.) 570, ‘Thom- 
fon, 

Lead melts, Chrichton. (594, 
Irvine). 585, Secundat. (540, 
Newton), 


dark, 

Mercury boils, (Dalton). 644, 
Secundat. 600, Black, 

Zinc melts, 

Iron bright red in the dark, 

Hydrogen gas burns. 1000, 
‘Vhomion, 

Charcoal burns, (Thomfon), 

Antimony melts, 

Iron red in the twilight, 

Iron red hot in a common fire. 

Red heat in day light. 

Azotic gas burns. 

Enamel colours burnt. 

Diamond burns, 1, Sir G, 
M‘Kenzie. 5000, Morveau, 

Brafs melts, 

Copper melts, 

Silver melts. 

Settling heat of plate glafs. 





Gold melts. 


Loweft ignition of iron in the . 
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2880 
3750 
44.50 
5370 
5800 
6270 
6520 
6925 
7025 
7100 


7460 
7650 
7975 


9131 
9325 
9602 


9708 
10286 





11100 


CenrT. | 


I eee 


3580 
4680 
5610 
6770 
7330 
7850 
8150 
8650 
8770 
8880 


9320 
9600 
9850 
10820 
11414 


11680 


12001 
12136 
12857 


13900 


Fanr. 
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6507 
8480 
10177 
12257 
‘13297 
14337 
14727 
15637 
15897 
16007 


16807 
17327 
17977 
18627 
20577 


21097 
21637 


21877 
23177 


25127 


40 
57 
70 
86 
94 
102 
105 
112 
114 
121 
123 


124 
125 
130 
135 
150 


154 
158 


160 
170+ 
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Delft ware fired. 

Working heat of plate glafs. 

Flint glafs furnace. 

Cream coloured ftone ware fired. 
Worcefter china vitrified. 
Stoneware fired. 

Chelfea china vitrified. 

Derby. 

Flint glafs furnace greateft heat. 


Bow china vitrified. 


Equal parts of chalk and clay 
melt. 

Plate glafs furnace ftrongeft heat. 

Smith’s forge. 

Cobalt melts. Caft iron melts. 

Briftol china, no vitrification at, 

Nickel melts. Heffian crucible 
melted. 

Soft iron nails melted with the 
crucible. 

Iron melts. 

Manganefe melts. Air furnace. 

Platinum, tungften, molybde- 
num, uranium and titanium, 
melt. 

Greateft heat obferved. 





18.5 


N. B. As many of thefe higher numbers were calculated from 
Wedgewood’s, by the fliding rule, the two or three firft figures 
only can be depended upon as correct. ‘They will be found 
however fufficiently accurate for moft purpofes. 
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TasLe oF FREEZING MIxTuREs. 


+ 


Durinc the folution of many faline bodies, a very confiderable 
reduction of temperature takes place. We fhall extract from Mr. 
Walker’s paper a few of the moft convenient mixtures employed 
for this purpofe. 
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; A mixture of J [reduces the tem 
| perature. 
| Muriate of ammonia, 5 parts. 
i Nitrate of potafs, 5 from 50° to 102. 
Water, 16 
Sulphate of foda, 8 fot 50° tO" 
it Muriatic acid, 5 
 ¥ 
i Snow 1] 
+i one from 32° to 0°. 
Muriate of foda, l 
v snow, 2 
| ; from 0° to—5° 
| Muriate of foda, 1 * 
~ Snow, es 
‘Murtate of foda, 5 b from ena 
4 Muriate of ammonia, and ? 
i Nitrate of potafs, §° J 
Snow, 12 ? 
Muriate of foda, 5 ( from—18° to—25°. 
Nitrate of ammonia, 5 \ 
i ~ Snow. | ? 
pos bo da: from 20° to—60° 
Diluted Sulphuric acid, 1 S. . vigils 
Oe cas ? from 32° to—50°. 
Muriate of lime, $ 
' Snow, l ? 
' ; from—40° to—73°. 
Hi Muriate of lime, 3 § ae apews 
| Snow, $ ? ¢ 
| . . . rom—68° to—91°. 
Diluted fulphuric acid, 10 , pe es 





The falts ought to be recently cryltallized, and reduced to a 
very fine powder, and the mixture fhould be made as quickly as 
pofhble. ‘Lo produce a very great degree of cold, the materials 
mutt be previoufiy cooled down by means of cther mixtures. 
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The preceding tables form a part of the late improved edition 
of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, edited by Dr. Duncan, jun; to 
which is added, a fcale for a thermometer, which is perhaps, 
the moft conveniently divided of any other; and which the Edi- 
tor of the Philadelphia Medical Mufeum prefumes tu defignate 
by the title of the American Thermometer. ‘Thefe tables as 
here introduced, form a portion of a new Difpenfatory, now pub- 
lifhing here, and which will appear in a few weeks. This, 
though founded on the bafis of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, 
yet as it is entirely on a new plan, the American Editor has 
ventured to call the American Difpenfatory. A work which 
has never yet made its appearance here: but the neceflity of 
which has doubtlefs been experienced by every practitioner. 


It has unfortunately happened that all the Difpenfatories ia 
common ufe in America, have the formule of both the Lcadon 
and Edinburgh Colleges, which differ in mary places from each 
other, and in fome inftances fo greatly as to be a fource of con- 
fiderable difadvantage. Thus, for example, in the formation of 
antimonial wine, the formula of the London, is double the 
ftrength of that of the Edinburgh College. ‘This inconvenience 
is greatly augmented, by the addition of the Dublin Phar- 
macopczia, to the late edition of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory, by 
Dr. Duncan. In Great Britain, this inconvenience is not per- 
ceived, becaufe England, Scotland and Ireland, are governed in 
their prefcriptions by the ftandards of their refpeétive colleges 3 


but in this country, where it is optional with every apothecary 
to compound his medicines by either Pharmacopeeia, the want 
of a ftandard is peculiarly evident. It is of little confequence 
which fet of formule is aflumed as a ftandard, provided it be 
in general acceptance; and although fuch a publication as is 
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here propofed to be given to the public, would doubtlefs appear 
better under the fanétion of the College of Phyficians, yet as 
fuch an event does not appear to be probable; the Editor trufts 
he will not have performed an ufelefs tafk in thus advancing as 


a ftandard, thofe formule taken from the refpective Britith 


Pharmacopeeias, which appeared to him beft. Under this im- 
preffion, he hopes for the aid of his fellow praétitioners, in the 
introduction of the American Difpenfatory ; which he is how- 
ever far from confidering as perfect ; yet, from the preceding 
confiderations, he is imprefled with the belief, that it may be 


beneficial. 


Although the bafis of the work is the laft edition of the 
Edinburgh Difpenfatory ; the arrangement is fo different from 
that or any other Difpenfatory the Editor has met with, that he 
apprehends it may very properly have the diftinétive appellation 
of the American Difpenfatory. Should the prefent form, &c. be 
approved by the judgment of the medical world, it will afford 
the higheft gratification to the Editor for the trouble it has given 
him; and he will cheerfully endeavour from the hints which 
may be afforded to him, to render any fubfequent edition more 


perfect than the prefent. 
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Memars of Vowarp JENNER, M. D. From Dr. LETTsom’s 


Oration, delivered before the Medical Society of London, on the 
8th of March, 1804. 


O give accurate delineations of living charaéters is pe- 
culiarly difficult. Few can bear the ftern truth of faith- 
ful biography ; and where friendfhip direéts the pen, a partiali- 
ty, of which the writer is, perhaps, unconfcious, flides into un- 
merited panegyric. There are, however, individuals whofe 
luftre acquires no acceflion from the glow of public gratitude 
or the ardour of private veneration.—Such is our Jenner, 
‘‘ whom it can never be a degradation to praife, whom it is a 
degradation to praife without eothufiafm,” the youngeft fon of 
the Rev. Stephen Jenner, M. A. of the Univerfity of Oxford, 
Reétor of Rockhampton, and Vicar of Berkley, in Gloucefter- 
fhire; at which place Dr. Jenner was born on the 17th day of 
May 1749. 


Befides thefe church preferments, the refpectable parent pof- 
feffed confiderable landed property in the fame county. 


His mother was the daughter of the Rev. Henry Head, of 
an ancient family in Berkfhire; who likewife once held the liv- 


ing of Berkeley, and was at the fame time a Prebendary of 
Briftol. 


Young Jenner loft his father at a very early period of his 
life; a lofs in fome meafure fupplied by the affectionate atten- 
tions of his elder brother, the Rev. John Jenner, B. D. Fellow 
of Magdalen College, Oxford, united with thofe of another 
brother, the Rev. Henry Jenner, Domeftic Chaplain to the 
Earl of Aylefbury, and Vicar of Great Bedwin, Wilts, father 

3L 
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of the Rev. George Jenner, and of Henry Jenner, Surgeon, at 
Berkeley. 


Our Jenner received his claffical education at Cirencefter, 
and his medical under Daniel Ludlow, of Sudbury, a gentle- 
man of profeffional eminence. 


In 1770, he took up his refidence with the late John Hun- 
ter, Efg. of London, with whom he continued for about. the 
{pace of two years. This celebrated Anatomift purfued alfo 
the ftudy of natural hiftory, which he explained by diffection, 
and publifhed the refult in various eflays, in many of which the 
name of Jenner is refpectfully introduced ; and fo highly had he 
eftimated the acquirements of his pupil, as to propofe to him a 
liberal engagement to join him in delivering Jectures upon natu- 
ral hiftory, which Hunter then had in contemplation. 


At this period, the voyage of Captain Cook with Sir Jofeph 
Banks was projected. A gentleman fkilled in the knowledge 
of comparative anatomy was wanted for the purpofe of examin- 
ing and defcribing the new animals they might chance to find : 
Jenner was fixed upon as the beft calculated for fuch an office, 
and lucrative conditions were propofed ; but his affeétion for 
his brother already mentioned, induced him to decline an offer 
fo feductive to a lover of natura! hiftory. 


This fraternal attachment, which continued to the death of 
the latter, annihilated every profpeét of emolument from diftant 
fources, and determined him to fettle in Berkeley, the place of 
his nativity, to cultivate the practice of furgery and the purfuits 
of natural hiftory in the country; foon after which the degree 
of Dottor of Phyfic was offered him by the Univerfity of Er- 
lingen ; an honour he declined, as incompatible with the profef- 
fional difcharge of furgery. 
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An incident afterwards occurred which appeared much more 
likely to detach him from the immediate fociety of his beloved 
relative. He happened to dine with a large party at Bath: 
Something was introduced at the table which required to be 
warmed by the application of the candle; and doubts were ex- 
preffed by feveral perfons prefent, whether the more {peedy 
way would be, to keep the flame at a litle diftance under, or to 
immerfe the fubftance into it. Jenner defired the candle to be 
placed near him, and immediately put his finger into the flame, 
fuffering it to remain fome time; he then put his finger above 
it, but was obliged to {natch it away immediately.—** This, Gen- 
tlemen,” faid he, “is a fufficient tef.”—The next day he received 
a note from General Smith, who had been of the party the pre- 
ceding day, and who was before that time an utter ftranger, 
offering him an appointment in India, which would infure him, 
in the courfe of two or three years, an annual income of 3000/. 
The offer was referred to his brother; and our Jenner, from his 
attachment to him, declined it. 


Some may, perhaps, be ready to conclude that fraternal af- 
fection was carried to a degree of weaknefs—But who can avoid 
admiring the heart that is fufceptible of fuch tender affections ? 
Some may pioufly fuggeft, that in confequence of the latent de- 
figns of Heaven, he was happily prevented from engaging in 
diftant purfuits, to announce to the world fome grand difcovery, 
and to eftablifh a new era of medical fcience, events which 
have fince taken place. 


In tracing a character thus rendered illuftrious, the mind 
dwells upon it with increafed pleafure, in contemplating the 
combination of moral fentiment and practical virtue—where 
the generous paflions are fubfervient to found reafon, which 
directs them to promote public good and private happine(s, as 
Fenelon well obferves, ‘* La vertu, en reglant les paffions, n’eteint 
point le fentiment.” 
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My refpectable auditory will permit me to illuftrate this fer- 
timent, by exhibiting the beneficence of our amiable affociate. 


An ingenious but unfortunate member of this Society, after 
many ineffectual ftruggles to furmount pecuniary difficulties, 
fell a victim to difeafe, leaving a widow and children pennylefs. 
From early friendfhips, 1 was defirous of raifing by fubfcription, 
a {mall fum to enable them to put on a covering more defirable 
than fackcloth and afhes. I addreffed a letter to Dr. Jenner 
on the fubjeét, and fpecified the amount of the donation I 
wifhed him to beftow. Suffice it to fay, that he thanked me 
for affording an opportunity of affifting objects of diftrefs, and 
fent mea fum exceeding my requeft. 


A few days afterwards he intimated to me, that he feared 
that a refpectable perfon, whofe name on this fubje¢t {hall never 
pafs my lips, laboured under pecuniary embarraffment; I ex- 
prefled my willingnels to offer my mite in conjunétion with 
his. We foon, however, turned the converfation to fome other 


~ fubjeét. Jenner has a heart not made of ftone or clay; and I 


venture to fay, that the objeét of our converfation was the 
companion of his couch, for early in the morning I received a 
letter, which is too laconic to fatigue you in hearing :— 


“ T write this note juft to propofe an amendment with refpe& 
to the fum for the ufe of our friend. Will you let it be fifty 
inftead of thirty guineas ? 

I. JENNER.” 


I may here obferve, that not any part of thefe memoirs is im- 
mediately derived from our diftinguifhed affociate. From his 
friends I have drawn my principal information. The laft to 
whom I applied, though known to me merely by correfpon- 
dence, favoured me with fome traits of his beneficence in the 
following words: * As for his generofity, it is conftant and un- 
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bounded. It is not like an intermitting fpring, which flows by 
ftarts, and as it were by caprice; but it refembles a perennial 
fountain, which ever gladdens the verdant plains, and never 
difappoints them of their expected refrefhment. Yet, although 
his generofity never intermits, its {tream is fometimes poured 
forth with an unufual flood ; an inftance of which is, his offer 
of £. 1000, to equip a veffel for the purpofe of introducing the 
vaccine inoculation into the Eaft Indies, when the parfimony of 
Government neglected to do it.” 


During his refidence in the country, our affociate lightened 
the feverer duties of his profeflion by the ftudy of phyfiology 
and natural hiftory. 


In 1788, his  Obfervations on the Natural Hiftory of the 
Cuckow,” appeared in the Philofophical Tranfactions, which 
were admired and approved by the beft informed naturalifts in 
this department of fcience. He has fince attempted to demon- 
ftrate, through the medium of comparative anatomy, that what 
exift in human lungs, in the form of tubercles, are really hy- 


datids. 


To one attached to natural hiftory, the purfuit of ornitholo- 
gy, with which the emigration of birds is immediately conneé- 
ed, muft afford fingular pleafure. The outlines of a paper on 
this fubject have often been {poken of by Jenner to the Mem- 
bers of the Royal Society, and which contain many interefting 
and novel obfervations, but which his numerous engagements 
have hitherto prevented him from communicating to the public. 


Thus early diftinguifhed as a Naturalift, he was elected a Fel- 
low of the Royal Society of London ; andin 1792, he took his 
diploma of Doctor of Phyfic. 
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- 


We have ample reafon to conclude, that many important ei- 
fays proceeded from his pen. By a late publication of Dr. 
Parry’s, of Bath, it appears that the difcovery of the fuppofed 
caufe of angina pectoris originated with him, whilft his modefty 
repels him from the juft claims of originality. 


Of thefe, however, a tranfient view only is taken; the mind 
abforbed by mighty objects paffes over inferior ones, as the 
{tars are extinguifhed by the brilliancy of the fun. With a new 
vera of exiftence, afforded by the difcovery of vaccine inocula- 
tion, the exuberance of gratification, the charms of health, the 
perfection of beauty, crowd upon imagination, agitate every ten- 


der fympathy of the heart, and delight all the intellectual pow- 
ers of the foul! 


The mind repofing after ecftacies derived from the contem- 
plation of a difcovery the moft prominent in utility, looks with 
a lively curiofity to {crutinize into its origin, which I fhall now 
attempt to explain. 


About the year 1775, inoculation of the {fmall-pox was much 
practifed in Gloucefterfhire, after the Suttonian plan. Jenner, 
who then prattifed furgery, obferved, that among thole whom 
he was frequently called upon to inoculate, many refifted every 
effort to give them the {mall-pox, in confequence of their hav- 
ing undergone the cow-pock, contracted by milking cows af- 
fe&ted with a peculiar eruption on the teats. He found, how- 
ever, that fome of thofe who had undergone the cow-pock, on 
being afterwards inoculated -vith the {mall-pox, took this viru- 
lent difeafe. 


This difcovery damped in fome degree his ardour; but the 
genius of Jenner triumphed overy every obftacle. By accurate 
inveftigation, he afcertained that the cow was fubject to fome 
varieties of fpontaneous eruption on her teats, all capable of 
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communicating fores to the hands of the milkers, although not 
all the real cow-pock. The furmounting of this obftacle en- 
abled him to form a diitinction between thefe difeafes; only 
one of which he denominated the true, the others the {purious 
cow-pock, as poffefling no fpecific power over the contftitu- 
tion. 


Scarcely had this impediment been removed, before another 
of feemingly greater magnitude ftarted up; for it was found, 
that a perfon who had milked a cow under the true cow-pock, 
and had thereby apparently gone through the difeafe with 
others, was liable to receive the fmall-pox afterwards. Which 
of us, Gentlemen, would have purfued the fubject a moment 
afterwards? Difappointed and thwarted in our hopes, we 
fhould have relinquifhed for ever a fubject that feemed to afford 
no criterion of fuccefs or fecurity. Thanks to the genius of 
Jenner, or to that Power that infpired and deftined him to rank 
among the benefactors of mankind, his energy furmounted 
every obftacle, and Jed him to reflect, that the operations of 
Nature are generally uniform, and that it was not probable the 
human conftitution (having undergone the cow-pock) fhould in 
fome inftances be perfectly fecured from the fmall-pox, and in 
others remain unprotected, he refumed his labours with re- 
doubled ardour, and the refult was fortunate ; for he now dif 
covered, that the virus of the cow-pock was liable to undergo 
progreflive changes, from the fame caufes precifely as that of 
the fmall-pox ; and that when it was applied to the human fkin 
in its degenerated ftate, it would produce the ulcerative effeéts 
in as great a degree as when it was not decompofed, and fome- 
times far greater; but having loft its fpecific properties, it was 
incapable of producing that change in the human frame which 
is requifite to render it unfufceptible of the variolous contagion : 
hence it appeared evident, that a perfon might milk a cow one 
day, and, having caught the difeafe, be for ever fecure; while 
another perfon, milking the fame cow the next day, might feel 
the influence of the virus in fuch a way as to produce a fore 
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or fores, and in confequence of this, might experience an 
indifpofition to a confiderable extent ; yet, as has been obferved, 


the {pecific quality being loft, the conftitution would receive no 
peculiar impreffion. 


During this inveftigation, he was {truck with the idea that it 
might be practicable to propagate the difeafe by inoculation, 
after the manner of the fmall-pox, firft from the cow, 
finally from one human being to another; he boldly made the 
attempt, and for ever fecured humanity from deploring the ra- 
vages of the moft peftiferous difeafe that ever vilited the earth ; 


and in 1798 he divulged this wonderful difcovery to an admir- 
ing and aftonifhed world. 


Medical profeflors have often obferved, that inoculation of 
variolous matter, though repeatedly performed, has not pro- 
duced fuch an eruption of the {mall-pox as affords a fecurity 
againft the infection of this difeafe in future. Jenner experi- 
enced an analogous refult in vaccine inoculation ; he found that 
herpetic eruptions in children, occafionally prevented the vac- 
cine, as well as the variolous virus from producing their correc 
action. That the fkin although it might be apparently found, 
at the point of infertion, is neverthelefs fo influenced by the 
difeafe, as frequently to baffle every effort to produce a correct 
puftule, and confequently to fecure the conftitution from the 
contagion of the fmall-pox ; hence he inferred, that pra¢tition- 
ers fhould be particularly circumfpecét when they inoculate 
thofe who have cuticular difeafes, and that the danger of infe- 
curity would be at once obviated, if on the appearance of an ir- 
regular puftule the difeafe were to be fubdued by proper appli- 
cations, and the patient then re-inoculated. 


« Anomalies,” he obferved,  affuming different forms, may 
be excited, accordiag to the qualities of the virus applied, or 
the ftate of the perfon inoculated ; but by far the moft frequent 
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variety or deviation from the perfect puttule, is that which ar- 
rives at maturity, and finifhes its progrefs much within the time 
limited by the true. Its commencement is marked, by a troue 
blefome itching ; and it throws out a premature efflorefcence, 
fometimes extenfive, but feldom circumfcribed, or of fo vivid a 
tint as that which furrounds the puftule completely organized ; 
and, (which is more charatteriftic of its degeneracy than the 
other fymptoms) it appears more like a common feftering pro- 
duced by a thorn or any other extraneous body fticking in the 
fkin, than a puftule excited by the vaccine virus. Itis generally 
of a {traw colour, and when punctured, in{tead of the colourlefs, 
tran{parent fluid of the perfeét puftule, its contents are tound 
to be opaque. A little praétice in vaccine inoculation, atten- 
tively conducted, impreffes on the mind the perfect character of 
the vaccine puftule ; therefore, when a deviation arifes, of what- 
ever kind it may be, common prudence points out the neceffity 
of re-inoculation- The deviation, when it arifes from the cuti- 
cular difeafe juft noticed, generally correfponds with that above 
recited. If the puftule is not much difturbed in its courfe by 
{cratching, it commonly terminates in a {cab of a pale brown or 
amber colour, and foft in its texture, compared with that pro- 
duced by the true vaccine puftule; and there is abundant tefti- 
mony to conclude, that the fluid taken from a {purious vaccine 
puftule thus excited, is capable of propagating and perpetuating 
its like.” 


Hence, whenever the puftule has an irregular appearance, 
after removing the eruptive difeafe of the fkin, inoculation 


fhould be repeated, to obviate the moft diftant infecurity. 


It is rarely that genius, however diftinguifhed, is fo accurate 
as to give a firft effay, even upon a fubject in fome meafure fa- 
miliar, without omiffion or redundancy, both as to matter and 
compofition. To delineate a new field of difcovery, from 
whom could we expect, not only a perfect outline, but the com- 
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pletion of every tint of light and fhade! Thefe, however, were 
fo accurately united in his  Inguiry into the Caufes and Effects 
of the Variole Vaceina, as to induce a fagacious Phyfician, who 
never uttered a fentence without weighing its import, unequivo- 
cally to declare, ‘It appears to me, that none of the facts and 
obfervations introduced by Dr. Jenner, have been difproved or 
refuted; and that no information has been gained on any ma- 
terial point by all that has been written upon the fubject fince 
the publication of his firft treatife :” and public conviction to 
this moment confirms the declaration of Denman.* 


Some, indeed, learned members of this Society, in which I 
fee a Ring, an Aikin, and an Addington,+ may be ranked among 
the coadjutors of Jenner, and have offered their handful of mor- 
tar to cement the noble edifice ; but Jenner alone is the archi- 
tet who laid the foundation of the glorious temple, on whofe 
{tately dome future generations fhall gratefully infcribe 


JENNERI 
GENIO SALUTIFERO. 


Had our illuftrious Affociate fordidly appropriated the fruits 
of his difcovery to his private emolument, he might have acquir- 
ed incalculable wealth; but elevated by the dignified impulfe 
of univerfal benevolence, he voluntarily facrificed private bene- 
fit to public good, and gratuitoufly conferred upon mankind the 
means of faving 800,000 lives every year; or, the facrifice of 
2500 human beings every day of the world’s exiftence. 


The philanthropy of Jenner did not confine itfelf within the 
kimits of an empire, but extended from pole to pole: After divulg- 


* Here we muft beg to diffent from: the learned author ; as reftri€tion to 2 
particular period of taking the vaccine virus, by Dr. Jenner, has been amply 
demonftrated by experiment to have no foundation. Editor. 


+ Thefe Gentlemen, who are Members of the Medical Society, have dittia- 
guifhed themfelves as authors on Vaccine Inoculation. 
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ing to Europe the means of fecurity from the {mall-pox, he was 
folicitous of conveying to India the falutary bleffing, which all 
Europe accepted with gratitude and avidity; to effect which 
purpofe he gave me authority to fub{cribe one thoufand guineas 
in his name towards defraying the expenfe of conveying vac- 
cine matter to Ceylon, and our other extenfive Afiatic poffef- 
fions. In one of his letters to me, he introduces the plan he 
had recommended to the Government, in hope of crowning his 
exertions with {peedy and certain fuccefs. 


“ My firft attempt was about the conclufion of the year 
1799, by fending out my publications on the fubject of the cow- 
pox, and a large quantity of vaccine virus, on board the Queen 
Eaft Indiaman. This fhip unfortunately was loft at fea. On 
hearing this difaftrous event, I went on renewing my efforts to 
introduce vaccination amongft them, by fuch means as had prov- 
ed fuccefsful in tranfporting the virus to countries far diftant 
from this; but it never reached the fhores of Hindoftan in per- 
fection. 


- 6 T was fent. for twice to the Secretary of State’s Office, 
(Lord Hobart’s,) where prefling folicitations had arrived for 
vaccine matter, on account of the devaftations the fmall-pox 
was making, particularly in the Ifland of Ceylon. I reprefent- 
ed in the ftrongeft terms the neceflity of employing means more 
effectual than fending out dried matter, and that I would en- 
gage to point them out. 


‘¢ The following was my propofition:---That on board fome 
fhip going to India, twenty recruits, or men of any defcription 
that had not had the fmall-pox, fhould be fele¢éted. That I 
fhould be allowed to appoint a furgeon to attend them, perfectly 
converfant with vaccine inoculation. 


“Thus I engaged that the difeafe fhould be carried in its 
moft perfect ftate to any of our fettlements. 
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«© After fome deliberation, my propofals were, each time, re- 
jected, and I was requefted to put up matter in a way the moft 
likely to fucceed. This I complied with, and did my beft; but, 
as I told the gentlemen at the board, with only faint hopes of 
fuccefs. 


‘¢ Ruminating on the calamities towhich our countrymen and 
the natives of Hindoftan are expofed, and on the facility of fub- 
duing the fmall-pox, were the cow-pox once eftablifhed amongft 
them, I was ftruck with the idea, that that obftacle was by no 
means invincible; nothing being required to remove it, but a 
fhip properly equipped. It was then that I wrote to you on 
this fubjeét, and propofed the immediate raifing by fubfcription 
a fum fufficient to defray the expenfes, at the fame time re- 
quefting you to put my name down for a thoufand guineas. 


“ Happily, foon after, intelligence was received that vaccine 
matter had reached India in perfection, through the perfevering 
induftry of my friend Dr. de Carro of Vienna. It was by his 
means that it was firft planted in Conftantinople, and from 
thence he contrived that it fhould move forward to Bombay. 
You need not be told with what exultation it was received by 
all ranks of fociety ; the enlightened European and the poor 
Hindoo, both hailing it alike as the deliverer from a dreadful 
peftilence.” 


The difcovery of vaccine inoculation, when firft announced 
by Jenner, was fo wonderful and fo unexpetted, as rather to 
dazzle than convince his contemporaries of its vaft importance. 
Even to many {cientific men, it appeared moft incredible, whilft 
they withed to fee realized what they had deemed fcarcely pof- 
fible. Profound truths, or the vivid rays of light, on their firft 
impulfe, may confound intelleét, or confufe vifion : hence, ob- 
ferved the modeft Fontenelle, ‘If both my hands were full of 
truths, I would open one only at a time,” 
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At length, experience has enabled the world to appreciate the 
importance of a difcovery, unequalled in hiftory, and gratitude 
has paid its votive offerings to the genius of Jenner, from the 
thrones of both the Cefars, the Imperial Parliament of Great 
Britain, and the various focieties of literary characters through- 
out the civilized world. Whilft in him Britain claims a difco- 
very, which will be recorded to her glory as long as a Newton 
or a Harvey fhall dignify the page of fcience. One weighed 
the globe in the fcale of gravitation, the other explained to man 
the laws of his exiftence ; but to Jenner was devolved the power 
of preferving that exiftence; and to this fociety will remain to 
futurity the honour of owning him its early affociate ; for, how- 
ever powerfully envy or malignity may attempt to leffen the im- 
portance of the Jennerian difcovery, or to depreciate the digni- 
fied character of its author, time will prove the vindicator of 
truth. As Linne anfwered one who oppofed his fexual fyftem 
of botany, by pointing to an academy of children—* Thefe,” 
faid he ‘* will be our judges ;” fo Jenner, not walking over heca- 
tombs of the flain, not furveying with melancholy retrofpect, 
thofe rendered blind or deformed by variolous infection, may 
point to the rifing generation, and enjoy the fuperlative gratitica- 
tion of contemplating myriads of fellow-creatures refcued from 
a deadly peftilence; which, under the blefling of Providence, 
he lived to fubdue. Confcious, as he muft be, of the high efti- 
mation in which he is held among philofophers and fages, he 
fhuns adulation ; and courts rural retirement, whenever his pro- 
feffional duties admit of moments of leifure ; moments not given 
up to eafe and inglorious indulgence. Whilft the great and opu- 
lent have been protected by his difcovery ; in the philanthropy 
of his mind, he confers the bleffing equally on the friendlefs and 
the poor. The manner in which thefe momenis of relaxation 
are {pent, is defcribed in fuch appropriate language in a letter } 


recently received from a correfpondent, as to induce me to in- 
troduce it here. 
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« About nine o’clock in the morning, I arrived at Berkeley, 
and immediately waited on my friend. He was juft fitting 
down to breakfaft. After the ufual congratulations and in- 
quiries re{pecting our common friends were over, I joined him 
in the repaft of which he was about to partake. Our conver~ 
fation, as might be expected, did not dwell long on other topics, 
but foon haftened to that important fubjeé&t which has for fome 
time arrefted the attention of mankind, I mean the difcovery of 
vaccine inoculation. I heard with much regret of the obftacles 
which envy, prejudice, and ignorance had raifed to impede the 
progrefs of this falutary practice, and with heartfelt pleafure of 
its extenfive and rapid propagation through almoft every coun- 
try of the globe. ‘The parlour, in which we were fitting, look- 
ed into an agreeable lawn, on one fide of which ran a walk, 
here and there perceptible between trees, till at length it was 
completely loft ina thick bower. I had obferved, during our 
converfation, a great number of females, with children in their 
arms or by their fides, pafling down the walk, and proceeding 
forward into the bower, which intercepted them from my view. 
The circumftance very much excited my curiofity ; and I could 
not forbear interrupting the converfation toinguire of my friend 
what it meant. It has been my cuftom for fome time, faid he, 
to fet apart one morning in the week for inoculating the poor ; 
and this being the appointed day, the people you fee are come 
from the adjacent villages on that account. You wonder, per- 
haps, continued he, to fee them go fo regularly into the bower 
and difappear; I will explain it to you. In the midft of thofe 
trees is a {mall manfion, built in the cottage ftile ; it confifts of 
one room only, and was erected for the purpofe of giving a ru- 
ral appearance to that part of my garden. I have iately con- 
verted it into a place of utility ; and the people who come to be 
inoculated affemble there, and wait until I come among them. 
It is for this reafon I have given my little cottage the name of 
the Temple of Vaccina; and, like a faithful prieft, added he, 
fmiling, I am always anxious to find it filled with worfhippers. 
But after breakfaft, you fhall go with me, and fee in what 
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manner we proceed. I agreed to the propofal with pleafure, 
and in a few minutes we both rofe up, and went together to the 
cottage. We found it almoft full of poor people with their 
children. My friend firft examined the arms of thofe he had 
inoculated the week before, and then inoculated others, ftrictly 
enjoining the parents to bring them the next appointed day. I 
felt a mixture of- pain and entertainment in hearing fome of the 
poor villagers exprefs their apprehenfions refpecting the benefit 
which vaccine inoculation afforded them, and relate the preju- 
dices of their ruftic neighbours. But the Doctor very well 
underftands the art of dealing with their prejudices; and it 
gave me great pleafure to obferve the gentle and effectual man- 
ner with which he endeavoured to footh their minds. It is a 
pleafing reflection, faid he, after they were gone out, that thefe 
poor children are for ever fecured from the dreadful evils which 
the difeafe I am ftriving to exterminate might have brought up- 
on them: and when I confider the multitudes of the human 
race who have already availed themfelves of the benefit, which 
I had the felicity to announce to mankind, and thofe who will 
hereafter avail themfelves of it, my pleafure is fo great, and my 
gratitude towards that Being whom I know to be the author of 
every blefling is fo lively, that I can fcarcely exprefs either the 
one orthe other. You have, faid I, good reafon to feel fo: and 
with regard to your little temple here, reverting to the appelia- 
tion which he had given to his cottage, it is a fortunate thing for 
us, that the fyftem of polytheifm has given place to the dictates 
of truth, elfe Vaccina would have been introduced as a new 
deity to the world, and men, if they regarded the advantages 
which fhe produced, would have done homage in this rural 
manfion, with greater delight and veneration than in the moft 
magnificent and fumptuous temples that ever attracted the ad- 
miration of Greece and Rome.” 


In contemplating the extent of this fplendid difcovery, and 
the facility with which the public good it promifes may be ac- 
complifhed; and combining the various other difcoveries and 
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improvements in fcience, which we have witnefled, what a 
fublime profpect is opened to the ardent genius of afpiring and 
ingenuous youth! To inftance a Franklin; who, by means of 
the medium of a fmall metallic wire, fubdued and governed the 
moft tremendous agent in nature, and opened to us the arcana 
of electricity; a difcovery which Galvani and Aldini further 
extended ; and by which we are now led to conclude, that from 
the Gymnotus ele¢tricus, that diffufes the electric power in the 
ocean; from all animal and brute matter, up to the clouds 
floating in the ambient air, an etherial agency pervades all na- 
ture, and influences her hidden operations ; but, as Seneca ob- 
ferves, Multa etenim funt que effe audivimus, qualia autem fint ig- 
noremus! Quamque multa venientis evi populus, ignota nobis, fciet. 


In a particular manner, the difcovery which this fociety com- 
memorates this day, affords the ftrongeft encouragement to 
cultivate, with ardour, the {cience of medicine, after the ex- 
ample of our illuftrious affociate, to whom has been unanimouf- 
ly voted this gold medal, for his difcovery of vaccine inocula- 
tion ; and which, in his abfence, I depofite, agreeably to his re- 
queft, with the learned Prefident of this fociety ; who has, upon 
numerous occafions from this chair, which he has fo long and 
honourably filled, inftructed and improved a liftening and grate- 
ful auditory: to my friend, Dr. Sims, therefore, do I, with the 
utmoft pleafure, commit this medal, bearing the following in- 
fcription, 


Don. Soc. Med. Lond. An. Salut. 1773. 
Inftit. 
E. Jenner, M. D. 
Socio {uo eximio 
ob 
Vaccinationem 
Exploratam ; 
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in honour of Dr. Jenner, as the greateft mark of approbation 
we can offer to the unrivalled merit, and deathlefs faine, of that 
man, who has removed the veil which concealed the facred 
myfteries of Ifis in this profound ailufion to nature : 


Era 
EIMI MIAN TO TEFONO 
KAI ON, KAI EXOMENON 
KAL TON EMIIEIIAON 
OTAEIZ 112 ONITITON 
ATIEKAATYEN.* 





Dr. LETTsoM’s  Expofitions on the Inoculation of the Small-pox, 
and of the Cow-pock.” 


AM ER the experience of a great portion of the world in 

favour of the inoculation of the Cow-pock, and the moft 
ample proofs of the danger of inoculating the Small-pox, it 
eould hardly have been imagined, that the people of this coun- 
try, where the providential difcovery was made, fhould have 
been the only exception in Europe to its very general adoption ; 
for in many parts of the continent, the Small-pox is nearly, if 
not altogether extirpated; and had the inoculation of the 
Cow-pock been univerfally adopted in this country, the Small- 
pox would alfo have been exterminated here, and known only 
by name. 


Unfortunately for the health and exiftence of thoufands of 
children, individuals, even of the medical profeffion, have at- 
tempted to excite the fears of parents, and encouraged the 


* Tam whatever is, or has been, and will be ; and no mortal has hitherto drawn 
afide my veil. 


3N 








; 
1 
ie 
HJ 
4 

jy 
ane 
is 
ae | 

: 

if 











* oo eres * ease al ~~. a = - r a 2 > - Dy = ¥. .: “ eames ———— 
citer * nb oe I at ag eee ESS — — - —_— - _ 
ty : _— netstat —e- — —— — ig ae ie ee " 


. ieneiien deal ase 
eer 0 





icici Sa on A nea aise macnn “N 











462 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


inoculation of the Small-pox, by which the difeafe has become 
fo extended and dreadfully fatal, as to have killed Forty Se- 
VEN CHILDREN in London, within the laft feven days only. 


Viewing this fatality with painful concern, becaufe it might 
have been avoided; and being placed with the reft of my pro- 
feflional brethren, as guardians of the health and fafety of the 
people ; and perceiving that numbers are daily deftroyed by the 
Smiall-pox, I deem it my duty to advife the parents of children 
to “ ftay the peftilence,” and not to fuffer themfélves to be de- 
ceived by partial and dangerous infinuations. 


Although the Cow isthe healthieft and cleaneft of all ani- 
mals, the enemies of the Cow-pock have called this providen- 
tial prefervative, a befial difeafe, whilft they eat the meat of the 
Cow topreferve their conftitutions, and drink its milk which 
proceeds from the fame fource that affords the Cow-pock! 


They report that it produces eruptions, whilft every body 
knows that children are almoft univerfally liable to eruptions in 
their infancy; but the Cow-pock, which excites little if any 
difeafe, does not diforder the conftitution, and confequently 
cannot be the caufe of thefe eruptions. Many of thefe fuppo- 
fed cafes Ihave vifited, and found them in general as flight as 
the tooth-rafh, or other trivial eruptions, to which infants are 
liablé in their ufual courfe of health, whether they have had 
the Cow-pock ornot. Ihave indeed known many inftances of 
eruptions in children having difappeared after they had been 
inoculated with the Cow-pock, and have afterwards enjoyed 
better health ; but as the Cow-pock is always fafe, even in the 
earlieft ftage of childhood, parents have hence been induced to 
have infants inoculated in a few days or weeks after their birth ; 
at a period, when very few of them would efcape without 
fome eruptive affection, in the ordinary courfe of health: of 
fuch common occurrence to moft infants, the enemies of the 
Cow-pock have availed themfelves, and circulated reports of 
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dangerous eruptions from the inoculation, which every mother 
ought to have known is familiar to children ; and not in the moft 
diftant manner dependent upon or connected with the Cow- 
pock. I will rifk the affertion, that no one new eruption or 
affection ever refulted from the Cow-pock. There never was a 
period in hiftory, that children were not liable to various kinds of 
eruptions. Dr. Daniel Turner, who was a member of the Col- 
lege of Phyficians in London, who wrote about the year 1726, 
declares, that ** among the difeafes of infants and young chil- 
‘‘dren, fcarce any attends more frequently than puftulary or 
‘“‘fcabby eruptions, in feveral parts of their bodies, as the 
“breech ; but more efpecially their foreheads, brows, and other 
“parts of the face, which we find oftentimes over-run with 
“dry and crufty fcabs.” 3d edit. 1726, ch. iv. p. 69. This 
has perhaps been the cafe fiuce the world began, and may con- 
tinue as long as children exift. 


I have taken a great deal of pains to inquire after, and vifit 
many of thefe cafes, without finding one to juftify thefe reports. 
Some I found were really the common itch, which had not ap- 


peared till feveral months had elapfed after inoculation; fome ° 


had the chicken-pox ; fome the fcarlet fever ; fome were mere- 
ly the bites of bugs or fieas; but I never was yet able to find 
one inftance of eruption, that could be fairly deduced from the 
Cow-pock ; and from the notorious falfity of thofe I have ex- 
amined, I am now of opinion that no one ferious or trouble- 
{ome eruption was ever occafioned by the Cow-pock ; and thefe 
inquiries have all tended to confirm me in the perfeét fafety and 
healthinefs of the procefs of inoculating the Cow-pock at every 
period of life. 


Within the Jaft three days only, Ihave taken the trouble of 
inquiring into the hiftories of five of thefe fuppofed dread- 
ful inftances of the moft violent eruptions and humours faid to 
have been brought on by the Cow-pock. ‘The two firft which 
Ivifited, were children, who had recently had the Cow-pock, 
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and afterwards from fome tranfitions of the weather, which at 
that time had been very variable, fome febrile indi{pofition had 
occurred, with a flight eforefcence of the fkin, frequent under 
fuch circumftances. I faw thechildren about the third day of 
indifpofition, at which time the efflorefcence was fcarcely per- 
ceptible, and after prefcribing a medicine fuitable to the fever, 
I retired, thinking it unneceffary from the flightnefs of the com- 
plaint to repeat my vifit. The third cafe I vifited, was in con- 
fequence of acurrent report, that a child had taken the Small- 
pox, after having been inoculated with the Cow-pock ; from 
a view of the eruption, I did not think it to be the Small-pox ; 
however, the father thus accofted me, ‘I pay fo little atten- 
“tion to the reports about my child, that had I a thoufand 
** children, they fhould all have the Cow-pock.” He was a per- 
fon of good information, unbiaffed by unfounded ftories. The 
fourth fubjeét was one which had excited very general alarm, 
and given rife to fevere cenfures againft the Cow-pock. As an 
individual it occafioned me more concern, as I had long enter- 
tained an high efteem for the family, moft branches of which 
had been under my medical care. The child I allude to was 
defcribed to me as having been nearly reduced to death by the 
virulence of the fores of the newly fabricated fpecies called the 
green cow-itch of Dr. Mofely, which had extended from head 
to foot. I had often cafually heard accounts of this miferable 
objeét, as it had been emphatically called, but I paid little at- 
tention to them, imagining them, like other fimilar tales, total- 
ly unfounded; at length however, I had the pathetic hiftory 
from the parents themfelves, in a party of company ; my atten-~ 
tion now was ferioufly arrefted, and I requefted permiffion to 
vifit the objet, and at leaft to endeavour to confole the diftrefled 
parents. ‘The next day I attended, and had the following nar- 


rative fromthe mother, on whofe kneeI found her only child; 
‘that it had been inoculated about twelve months before, and 
continued perfectly well during the ten following months, at 
which period, it was fent to the care of a perfon in the country, 
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for the benefit of the air, whofe child had likewife been inocu- 
lated with the Cow-pock, and like this infant, had been fince 
covered with a fimilar foul eruption and running fores.” 


After this narrative, I cannot exprefs the degree of pleafure 
I felt, in declaring that this child had caught a moft violent itch 
from the other in the country. I immediately ordered the ufe 
of fulphurated ointment to the eruption, andin four days time 
to wath it off, as the child would then be well; and fo it has 


proved. 


The fifth cafe was truly afflicting. The child of a large fa- 
inily refiding near London, was inoculated with the Cow-pock; 


at the fame time the brothers and filters who had not had the 


Small-pox underwent the fame procefs in the moft favourable 
manner about three years ago; they all continued in perfect 
health for two years and a half, when the youngeft child, the 
fubject of the prefent narrative, caught the chicken-pox, with- 
out any material inconvenience; foon afterwards it was attack- 
ed with the meafles in the moft fevere degree, which has fo re- 
duced the conftitution as to excite ftrongly marked fymptoms of 
fcrophula and confumption, with fores on the body ufual in 
{trumous maladies. 


Thus I found that in every inftance the reports of mifchief 
from the Cow-pock were moft completely unfounded ; but 
had they come under the cognizance of Dr. Mofely, now re- 
futed by Merryman and others, or of a perfon calling himfelf 
Dr. Squirrel, they might by the magic powers of imagination 
and prejudice, have worked up narratives too horrid for the 
nerves of tender mothers and goffiping nurfes ; but like the 
flory of M. Montague’s children, the bafelefs vifion wili be dif- 
folved, and the thick mifts which exhibit frightful fpeétres will 
be diflipated by truth and plain fenfe. 
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With refpeét to the laft child noticed, when I blamed the 
parents for circulating {tories which had not the leaft thadow 
of truth to fupport them, they replied that they were deceived 
by old women and nurfes, who told them that they knew twen- 
ty other fimilar cafes. I ftrongly infifted upon having their re- 
ferences, as I informed the parents that I would inquire after 
them; but out of the twenty, one only could be recollected, 
which fortunately I had myfelf attended, and like the prefent 
cafe had not the leaft affinitv with the Cow-pock. 


Some parents have, I fear, been fo led away by the vulgar pre- 
jadices as to afcribe the eruptions which may have appeared on 
their children who have had the Cow-pock, to this fource; 
whilft in reality they have originated from themfelves. This 


is not a vague infinuation, for I have met with many fuch ex- 
amples. 


- Much has been urged againft the Cow-pock, as not 
affording a permanent fecurity againft the Small-pox: that nu- 
merous miftakes have been committed Iam well perfuaded; I 
know of many inftances of the Chicken- pox having been inocu- 
Jated for the Cow-pock ; many perfons unacquainted with the 
true Cow-pock, have incautioufly practifed inoculation; or by 
neglecting to follow Dr. Jenner’s golden rule, never to inocu- 
late from the Cow-pock, after the circular rednefs or effloref- 
cence isformed*; many children have been inoculated, and 
whether the Cow-pock has taken effect or not, has not been af- 
certained, in confequence of thefe children not having been 
feen again by theinoculator : like the matter of the Smail-pox, 
it does not always infeét the fubject: thefe, however, afford 
no proofs againft the utility of the Cow-pock, but very ftrong 
ones of ignorance and neglect. 


* This has been proved to be erroneous. ‘The fact of the fcab proving effectu- 
al to excite the difeafe, fufficiently evinces that every preceding period is ad- 
equate to the fame refult. Editer. 
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The idle tale that. the Cow-pock does not ever afterwards 
fecure the perfon inoculated from the Small-pox, but preferves 
it only for a few years, has been held up to frighten the timid, 
but it is fo contrary to all analogy and experience, that it 
fcarcely requires a ferious refutation. 


It has been proved by many inconteftable facts, that perfons 
who have had the Cow-pock, at the diftance of from twenty to 
fixty years paft, have hitherto continued in fecurity from taking 
the Small-pox, although to my knowledge fome of them have 
been inoculated with the Small-pox by way of experiment; but 
admitting the known falfity, that the Cow-pock affords a fecu- 
rity againft the Small-pox for three or four years only, yet even 
under this fuppofition, were every perfon inoculated with the 
Cow-pock, the infeftion of the Small-pox would be annihila- 
ted, under which circumftances the inoculated fubjeéts and 
their pofterity would be fecured from the Small-pox, becaufe 
there would be no infeftion; without the exiftence of which 
the Small-pox could not be propagated. 


Although I never faw an inftance of the Small-pox following 
the inoculation of the Cow-pock, cafual cafes from fome caufe 
or other may have happened, as well as after the inoculation of 
the Small-pox. Inone week I lately attended two children in 
different families, who had been inoculated with the Small-pox, 
by refpectable prattitioners, and took the difeafe afterwards, 
and fuffered feverely from it. Iam now attending a lady who 
was inoculated by the late Baron Dimfdale, and afterwards had 
the natural Small-pox. A relation of mine inoculated by one 
of theSutton’s, fince caught the Small-pox and died; but fuch 
inftances are too frequent to leave any doubts of thefe facts, and 


as Ihave obferved, may have likewife occurred in a few inftan- 
ces after the Cow-pock. 


Whilft this eflay was going to prefs, I vifited in a family of 
the name of Johnfton, in Sweet-apple-yard, Bithopfgate Street, 
a child about eleven yearsof age, whom I found labouring un- 
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der the confluent Small-pox, after having been inoculated with 
the Small-pox, by a refpectable furgeon nine years ago. Two 
other children of the family were inoculated with the Cow- 
pock, who efcaped infection, as well as another child of 
the family, who had been inoculated with the Cow-pock, five 
years previoufly to the prefent time; by thefe inftances, it 
might be inferred, that the inoculation of the Cow-pock affords 


ascertain a fecurity, if not a more certain one againft the Small- 


pox, than the inoculation of the Small-pox itfelf. 


J have known childreninoculated with the Cow-pock, inftant- 
ly at their birth, in confequence of this event happening in a 
boarding houfe, loaded with the infection of the Small-pox, 
but thefe remained perfectly fecure from this difeafe. I have 
even known two children fuck one woman, one of the infants 
having taken the Small-pox, when the other was inoculated 
with the Cow-pock, and both continued to fuck, till the Small- 
pox child died, whilft the other child under the Cow-pock, 
received no other infection. 


Numerous inftances have I known of children who have had 
the Cow-pock, afterwards having flept with their brothers or 
fifters in the worft kind of the Smail-pox, but I never yet knew 
any one of thefe vaccinated children to have taken the Small- 
pox, in confequence of thefe trials, during an attentive practice 
ever fince the Cow-pock was introduced. In vifiting any child in 
the Small-pox, [ uniformly advife the parents to have their other 
children vaccinated; and fo hideous does a child ufually appear, 
when labouring under the Small-pox, that in no inftance has 
my. advice been in vain; and although the child with the Small- 
pox may have died, I never knew any of thefe vaccinated 
children afterwards catch the Small-pox. Two exceptions to 
my advice did occur, but I only met the parents cafually; who 
oppofed the Cow-pock, from the ufual fabrications they had 
heard, refpecting humours, and fimilar abfurdities. In one of 
thefe families there were three children who took the Small-pox 
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foon afterwards ; two of thefe died, and the other is fo difor- 
dered with the evil, which is no uncommon occurrence after the 
Small-pox, that death would have been preferable. This poor 
difeafed child was brought to me for advice, and then I heard of 
the dreadful cataftrophe in their family. ‘The other parents of 
two children refided where I attended a family, whofe three child- 
ren had happily been inoculated with the Cow-pock, and I 
thought that the fuccefs here, would have induced the parents of 
the other children to have partaken of the fame blefling, but they 
violently replied, that their children fhould not have a defial 
difeafee Y have fince inquired after this family; unfortunate 
parents! they have loft both of thefe children by the Small-pox ; 
fo that by the impofing nonfenfe of not having a deffial difeafe 
from the very animal that nourifhed them and their children, 
they are rendered childlefs, like many other deluded parents ! 
Does any perfon believe that the fluid of the cow is lefs pure 
than the humours of intemperate man? 


Many well meaning people have oppofed the Cow-pock, as 
they fay, that they might not tempt Providence; if this means 
any thing, it would be tempting Providence: lefs, to embrace 
this bleffing which is afforded to fave life, than by refufing it. 
Chrift himfelf ufed means to cure difeafes, and was particular- 
ly attentive to little children. It was faid, that he came to fave 
life, and confiftently with this character, numerous inftances 
are recorded of the tender intereft he took in curing difzafes, 
but none of his refufing his aid. It is in the firft place our du- 
ty to ufe our reafon and exertions, to preferve ourfelves by pro- 
per clothing, houfes, food and drink, and truft to Providence 
for the blefling; but no religion inftructs us to be negligent 
and to truft to Providence without we ufe thofe endeavours to 
take care of ourfelves and our children, which reafon enables 
us to do. In another fenfe it might be ufed as an excufe for 
every; {pecies of idlenefs, negligence and vice; any vagrant 
under this pretext might refufe to work, and plead for his con- 
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duct, that he would ‘ truft to Providence,” and hope to be 
fed without any exertion of body or mind; in thort, were this 
difpofition to become general, the farmer might neglect to fow 
his corn ; famine and anarchy would enfue, and man would be 
reduced to a ftate below the beaft that perifheth. 

Some perfons argue, that they will not brin . a difeafe on 
themfelves; this however, is no argument that tRevethould not 
ufe their reafon to prevent diforders. The Cow-pock is no 
real difeafe, but it prevents the worft that ever afflicted man- 
kind. Happy indeed would it be, for thefe very people who 
will not fave their children’s lives by the means afforded them, 
could they truly fay that they have not brought difeafes upon 
themfelves, by intemperance, frequenting bad houfes, and by 
other immoralities, which really bring on half their diforders. 
If they thus injure themfelves, it affords a more forcible argu- 
ment for exerting their endeavours to preferve thofe under their 
protection from danger; and no danger is greater to children 
than the Small-pox; and there is no other fecure means of pre- 
ferving them than the Cow-pock ; under what excufe then can 
parents hefitate to fave their children from an almoft certain 
calamity ? 


The inoculation of the Small-pox affords no more fecurity 
againft catching the Small-pox again, than the Cow-pock does ; 
but inoculation of the Small-pox is always a dangerous experi- 
ment, as it fometimes proves fatal ;and where it does not kill, it 
diffufes its own poifon fo extenfively as to have occafioned more 
deaths than ever happened before the inoculation of it was 
practifed. The Parliament of Great-Britain were convinced of 
this, after a careful examination of many eminent phyficians 
and furgeons, and by the certain proof of the bills of mortality 
pablifhed every week in London; and before rewarding Dr. 
Jenner, the difcoverer of the Cow-pock, they made the follow- 
ing declaration, after examining Dr. Fenner, Dr. Afb, Dr. 
Bradley, Mr. Home, Sir Walter Farquhar, Mr. Cline, Dr. Sims, 
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Dr. Woodville, Dr. Blane, Mr. Knight, Dro Mofeley, Robert 
Pope, Lord Berkeley, Mr. Ring, Rev. G. C. Fenner, Mr. Birch, 
Dr. Saunders, Dr. Marfball, Mr. Griffiths, Dr. Dale, Dr. Dene 
nifon, Mr. Taylor, Dr. Lister, Mr. Cuff, Dr. Skey, Dr. Lettfom, 
Dr. Frampton, Dr. Baillie, Dr. Croft, Dr. Nelfon, Mr. Fuller, 
Mr. Leng, Dr. Pearfon, Lord Rous, Dr. Thornton, Mr. Adding- 
Yon, Dr. Rowley, Mr. Simpfon, Dr. Lind, His Royal Highne/s 
the Duke of Clarence, Dr. Heberden, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Jordan, 
Mr. Keate, Mr. Robert Keate, Sc. ® that by the ftatements of 
¢ the mortality occafioned by the Small-pox in 42 years BEFORE 
“ inoculation was practifed in England, and of the 42 years 
© AFTER inoculation was prattifed, the refult appears to be an 
“‘increafe of deaths amounting to 17 in every 1000; the gene- 
“ral average giving 72 in every 1ooco during the FIRsT ForR- 
““Ty-TWO YEARS, and EIGHTY-NINE IN THE FORTY-TWO YEARS, 
‘Sending with, 17723 fo as to make the whole caufe of deaths 
“in the latter period, ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED AND 
“ FORTY-TWo !” 


Admitting the facts and inferences urged by Parliament, 
which cannot be refuted, that the imoculation of the Small-pox 
tends to increafe the deaths; what then mutt foreigners think 
of a Parliament that rewarded Dr. Jenner, for the difcovery of 
the Cow-pock becaufe it prevented the infeétion of the Small- 
pox, and its confequent deftruction ; and yet, that this very Par- 
liament fhould tolerate a prattice, and the inoculation of that 
difeafe, for the extinction of which they paid the reward. Had 
the Parliament, after expofing the baneful practice of inocula- 
tion of the Small-pox, aéted with confiftency, as the guardian 
of the public profperity, this prattice, fo fatal to the community, 

ought to have been immediately interdicted ; had this refolution 
fanétioned their primary one, five thoufand youths, who have 
cen fince killed by the Small-pox, might now have been living 
members of the community to augment the population of that 
‘country which neglected their welfare, and the happinef§ of 
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thofe parents, who, mifled by falfe infinuations, furrendered 
their duty to prejudice. It may be afked if our liberty fhould 
be thus reftrained ? Certainly the liberty of doing mifchief, as 
murder, the fetting of an houfe on fire, of introducing the plague 
or yellow fever. If perfons attempt to drown themfelves, the 
members of the Humane Society would undoubtedly oppofe 
the liberty of fuicide. Without falutary reftraints, all the focial 
bands of fociety would be diffolved, and anarchy enfue. 


After the difcovery of the Cow-pock was made known, ma- 
ny people had the good fenfe to have their children inoculated 
with it; in confequence of which the deaths in London fcarcely - 
exceeded 600 during the whole of laft year, a number nearly 
2000 lefs than ufually occurred before the Cow-pock was intro- 
duced; but unhappily for the rifing generation, fome medical 
perfons, and others, endeavoured early in the prefent year, to 
alarm the public, by circulating {tories and reprefentations which 
impofed upon many parents, and induced them to fuffer their 
children to be inoculated with the Small-pox ; by this prattice 
the contagious poifon has been f{pread throughout London to 
fuch an extent, as that within the laft feven days a very con- 
fiderable number of children have been killed by it, as has been 
related. About the fame period upwards of 250 patients I am 
informed were inoculated in the Small-pox hofpital with the 
fame infe€tious poifon, and afterwards difmiffed from the hof- 
pital, thereby affording a more certain fource of mortality, than 
if 250 mad animals had been at once let loofe upon unguarded 
victims. 


It is truly furprifing that in a fcientific nation, there fhould 
now be fupported, at a great expenfe, fuch a repofitory of pef- 
tilence as the Small-pox hofpital. What term of reproach 
fhould we apply to the Americans, if in imitation of the mother 
country, they fhould maintain a repofitory for keeping up and 
extending the yellow fever ? What epithet fhould we apply to 
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a nation that employed the fame means to perpetuate and extend 
the plague? Suppofe that they fhould aétually follow our ex- 
ample, we fliould ftill outdo the Americans and the Egyptians in 
mifchief, becaufe the Small-pox kills more than both the yellow 
fever and the plague. 


I have Jong and carefully noticed the bills of mortality, in or- 
der to afcertain, among other objects, the number of deaths 
produced by the Small-pox every week; which I obferved to 
have gradually diminifhed as the Cow-pock extended, till the 
number fell td one, and afterwards admitted of none. About 
this time it was, from the circumftances I have mentioned of 
circulating falfe reports againft the Cow-pock, that the inocula- 
tion of the Small-pox became prevalent, which, aided by the pa- 
tients from the Small-pox hofpital, rapidly extended this difeafe, 
and fhortly {welled the number of deaths to no lefs than 47 
victims in the fpace of one week! that is from July the gth to 
the 13th, 1805. Since which there have been killed in Lon- 
don alone, in the following four weeks, ONE HUNDRED AND 
TWENTY-FOUR PERSONS BY THE SMALL-Pox! viz. 


July 23, died of the Small-pox, 28. 











30, — 24. 
Aug. 6, — 24. 
13 oe 48. 


The numbers of the blinded, maimed, or otherwife disfigured 
are not included. 


About EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND have been inoculated 
with the Cow-pock, not one of whom, that I know of, has died, 
nor eyen one been maimed. What a bleffing then to our children 
is the Cow-pock, and yet fo ungrateful to Providence are fome 
parents as to flight this ineftimable bleffing ! 
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Although parents might have been unconfcious of the mor- 
tality they were thus occafioning, the fame could not apply to 
thofe who fpread the poifon by the pra¢tice of inoculation, for 
they could not but be acquainted with its contagious nature, as 
well as with the decifion of Parliament. The criminality of inten- 
tionally fetting an houfe on fire, is well known, but fince party 
walls have been adopted, the fetting of 100 houfes on fire would 
probably prove lefs fatal to life, than the unguarded inoculati- 
on of a fingle perfon with the Small-pox ; one inftance among 
others is well afcertained, of a fingle inoculated child having 
infected 17 other children with the Small-pox, eight of whom 
died. If one perfon were intentionally to kill another, the — 
Jaw would condemn the murderer to fuffer death; and what 
apology can be reafonably urged for propagating a poifon, the 
mortal nature of which is univerfally known ; but the extent to 
which it may {pread is incalculable. Every medical profeffor, 
therefore, fhould religioufly abftain from the poffibility of injur- 
ing a fellow creature, and abfolutely refufe to gratify the caprice 
of the thoughtlefs and ignorant. It has been pleaded by fome, 
that if they did not inoculate, another practitioner would, and at 
the fame time that they might thereby forfeit the future attend- 
ance of the family. It has certainly been highly honourable to 
the faculty, that they have {fo generally promoted the inoculation 
of the Cow-pock, in order to exterminate a difeafe, which has af- 
fordedthem morepecuniary profit than any other. The plea, how- 
ever, that others would inoculate the Smail-pox if they did not, 
might be ufed as a pretext for committing the moft criminal and 
illegal action, even of murder itfelf. It muft be admitted that, in 
many inftances, the practitioner is placed in a painful and delicate 
fituation, when requefted to perform an act, again ft which his con- 
{cience ought to revolt; but it may be prefumed that any family 
whofe attendance is worth preferving, would not only acquiefce 
in a rational explanation, but likewife entertain an higher efteem 
for upright conduét, and a greater confidence in abilities directed 
by integrity : whatever might, however, be the refult, no finifter 
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confideration fhould be fuffered to influence the acknowled;.ed 
guardians of health to ftifle philanthropy ; to fanétion injuftice ; 
or,in the words of the pfalmift, ‘to give over to the peftilence 5% 
and if moral fentiment, and the impulfe of confcience are not 
powerful enough to fupport rectitude of conduét, the juft re- 
ftraints of law ought to be invariably exercifed. If a perfon 
purpofely introduced the plague or yellow fever into this king- 
dom, the punifhment of fuch a delinquent could not be too fe- 
vere and exemplary; but the plague and the yellow fever combin- 
ed have not killed half the number of human beings that the 
Small-pox has done ; and yet, however incredible it may appear, 
there are individuals who poffefs the temerity to advertife that 
they indifcriminately inoculate the Small-pox, the moft mortal 
of all other peftilence whatever. In London alone, it has been 
remarked, that it kills above 2000 perfons every year, befides 
thofe on whom it inflicts blindnefs, evil, fores, ftiff-joints, and 
other maladies; whilft the Cow-pock has neither killed nor 
maimed one individual, although it has been practifed through- 
out half of the globe, and hasalready nearly exterminated the 
Small-pox from moft of the kingdoms in Europe, the Britith 
only excepted ; againft which every other maritime ftate fhould 
immediately inftitute a rigid quarantine, and continuc it as long 
as we tolerate this moft infectious and deadly poifon, in order to 
prevent its introduction into thofe countries, where the good 
fenfe of the people and the wholefome regulations of the govern- 
ment may have annihilated it; for if we remain obftinate enough 
to keep up the difeafe, and to propagate it among ourfelves by 
inoculation, we have no right to deftroy our neighbours on the 
continent of Europe, by a peftilence which may be conveyed 


by infeéted clothes, twelve months after the exiftence of the 
difeate. 


In London there die upwards of 18,000 perfons every year ; 
of thefe rather more than 6,000 die in infancy ; that is, there 
die about fifty perfons every day, of whom feventeen are child- 
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ren, and of thefe children fix die daily by the Small-pox and 
inoculation. ‘To proceed in this ftatement, founded on fatts, 
about 700 perfons die every fourteen days in London; or 233 
children in the common courfe of human events ; that is, fuppo- 
fing that no difeafe were communicated to them by art. Now 
it is highly important to obferve that upwards of 18,000 child- 
ren have been inoculated with the Cow-pock in one year ; and 
in the cafual courfe of human events, taking the whole duration 
of the Cow-pock procefs at 14 days, there fhould have died 
of thefe vaccinated children during the procefs, no lefs a number 
than 233; but contrary to the common courfe of human events, 
and of cafual deaths, inftead of 233 having died, not one has 
fuffered the leaft injury, much lefs the lofs ofa fingle life; but 
had thefe children not been inoculated with the Cow-pock it 
would hence be reafonable to conclude that this number would 
actually have died; and hence, that befides faving the 6000 child- 
ren from the deftruction of the Small-pox, it may be juftly in- 
ferred, that it has prevented 233 deaths, which otherwife would 
have happened, had not the Cow-pock been communicated. 
Thefe inferences thus afford incontrovertible proofs that the — 
Cow-pock fecures, by its agency, a more certain continuance of 
health to children, than ifithad not been employed. Iam fur- 
prifed indeed, the more that I rcfie€t upon the number of deaths 
daily occurring to children, that none of thefe cafualties 
have ever occurred during the procefs of the Cow-pock. If fuc- 
cefs, therefore, almoft beyond belief and previous imagination, 
be a proof of divine favour and bleffing, this difcovery of the 
Cow-pock, is doubly bleft and favoured, by the providence of 
Him who rewards virtuous exertion even in this life. 





This ought to produce a grateful and animating reflection to 
us, who own our countryman as the difcoverer of this incalcula- 
ble bleffing, who might fay with Jofeph to his brethren, ** God 
did fend me before to fave life.” Gen. 45. 5. Let us therefore 
ardently and generally embrace it, as foreign nations have alrea- 
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dy done ; for by it we may fave 50,000 lives a year among our- 
felves, which ought not to be fuffcred to be facrificed by the 
Small-pox, and the contagious poifon which is fpread among 
children by its inoculation; for we want inhabitants to defend 
this happy country, to promote its commerce, agriculture, and 
manufactures ; and that no method of increafing its health and 


population is more effectual than a general inoculation of the. 


Cow-pock, is the confirmed judgment of 


THE AUTHOR, 
London, Fuly, 1895. 





The following Account of the SwzaTinG Sickness in England, 
is extracted from “ Nichols’s Antiquities of Leicefter.” 


es HIS was the laft vifitation of this extraordinary malady, 

which the learned Dr. Friend juftly calls fomeching very 
remarkable and wonderful: a diftemper, which was never heard 
of before in any age or nation ; and which, after returning now 
and then for the {pace of fome years, has ever fince entirely dif- 
appeared. It originally was a native of our own ifland, and 
upon this account it is not fo ftrange that it fhould be the moft 
accurately defcribed by one of our countrymen, the great and 
learned Dr. Caius. It began at firft in 1483, in Henry the Se- 
venth’s army, upon his landing at Milford Haven, and fpread 
itfelf in London, from the 2: {t of September to the end of Oc- 
tober. It returned here jive times, and alwaysin fummer, firft in 
14853; then in 15063 afterwards in 1517, when it was fo vio- 
lent, that it killed in the fpace of three hours ; fo that many of 
the nobility died ; and of the vulgar fort, in feveral towns, half 
often perifhed. It appeared the fourth time in 1528, and prov- 
ed mortal then in the fpace of fix hours. Many of the courti- 
ers died of it; and Henry the Eighth himfelf was in danger. 

3 P 





——— e 
wee | Se 
































478 Medical and Philofophical Regifter. 


In 152g, and only then, it infefted the Netherlands and Ger- 
many; in which laft country it did much mifchief, and deftroy- 
ed many; and particularly was the occafion of interrupting a 
conference at Marpurgh between Luther and Zuinglins about the 
Eucharift. Whe laft return of it with us wasin 1554. In Weft- 
minfter it carried off 120 in a dav; and thetwo fons of Charles 
Brandon, both Dukes of Suffolk, died of it. At Shrewfbury, 
particularly where Dr. Caius refided, it broke out in a very furi- 
ous mauner. The defcription he gave of it is terrible, like the 
plague of Athens. He very properly calls it a peftilent conta- 
gious fever of one natural day. ‘The fweat itfelf he reckons on- 
ly as a fymptom or reafon of this fever. The manner of its, 
feizure was thus : fir{t, it affected fome particular part, attend- 
ed with inward heat and burning, unquenchable thirft, reftleff- 
nefs, ficknefs at ftomach and heart (though feldom vomiting,) 
head ach, delirium, t!:en faintnefs and exceflive drowfinefs. The 
pulfe quick and vehement, and the breath fhort and labouring. 
Children, poor and old people, lefs fubje& to it. Of others, 
{carce any efcaped the attack; and moft died. In that town, 
where it lafted /even months, perifhed near a thoufand. Even 
travelling into France and Flanders they did not efcape it: and, 
what is ftrange, even the Scotch were free, and the Englifh only 
affected, and foreigners not affected in England. None recover- 
ed under twenty-four hours. At firit the Phyficians were much 
puzzled how to treat it; the only cure was to carry on the 
{weat, which was neceffary, for along time; for, if {topped it 
was dangerous, or fatal. he way, therefore, was to be pa- 
tient, and lie ftill, and not to take cold. If nature was not 
{trong enough to doit, art fhould affift her in promoting the 
{weat, by cloths, medicine, wine, &c. The violence of it over 
in fifteen hours ; but no fecurity till twenty-four were paffed. 
In fome there was a neceflity to repeat the fweating ; in ftrong 
conftitutions fwe/ve times. Great danger to remove out of 
bed; fome who had not fweated enough, fell into very iil fe- 
vers. No flefh in ali the time; no drink for the firf five hours ; 
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for inthe /eventh, the diftemper increafes ; about the ninth de- 
lirium; fleep to be avoided by all means. It appeared by ex- 
perience, as the Lord Bacon obferves, that this difeafe was ra- 
ther a furprife of nature, than obftinate to remedies, if it were 
in time well. For, when proper care was taken, the patient 
generally recovered.” Dr. Friend’s Hiftory of Phyfic, part ii. 
D- 333-336; Dr. Kaye’s account of this ficknefs, intitutled 
«© De Ephemera Britannica,” was publifhed in 1556, and very 
neatly reprinted at London in 1721, 8vo. The dedication o 
Anthony Perrenot, Bifhop of Arras, is dated Jan 11, 1555. 
To the firft edition the author fubjoined, Galen’s two books, 
‘De Libris propriis,” and ‘* De Ordine Librorum fuorum ;” 
and Hippocrates’s book, “ De ratione viétis in Morbis acutis.” 
Dr. Kaye defcribes it as a new, ftrange and violent diieafe, for 
when it attacked any man, he either died or efcaped within nine 
or ten hours ; if he flept, to which all were then naturally in- 
clined, he died in fix hours ; and if he took the leaft cold, in 
three. It raged among men of the ftrongeft conftitutions and 
years 3; few aged men, women, or children being fubjeét to it, 
or dying of it; but which was moft ftrange, no foreigner who 
was then in Englan 1 died by it, though 400 Frenchmen were at- 
tending the ambaffador where it was hotteft. The Englifh, as 
fingled out, fickened and died of it in other countries, without 
any danger to the natives. It was firft known among us in the 
beginning of the reign of Henry VIT. but was not fo violent as 
now: 8co perfons died of it in a week in London; and ina 
few days about 960 at Norwich. Blomefield’s Norwich, p. 131, 
7563; Baker, p. 3413 Holinthed, p. 764, 794; Stowe, p. 486. 
It did not vifit Norwich, in 1517, 1528, or 1529. It began 
Sept. 21, 1483, and lafted to the end of O& ober. It feized the 
parties with a violent burning fweat, which fo violently diftem- 
pered the blood with ardent heat, fcarce one in one hundred ef- 
caped alive; for which account it was alfo called the dead fweat 

for all were inanimate as foon as it took them, or very foon af- 
ter yielded up the ghoft; and what was worfe, as it appeared 
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afterwards (Hall. fol. 111, 6 Hen. VII.) the fame perfons were 
liable to the fame difeafe again. (Biomefield, p26) Buker fays, 
the remedy found was, that if one was taken w'th it in the day, 
he was prefently to lie down without talking, and never rife of 
twenty-four hours; and if in the night not to rife at all during 
that time 3 and neither eat or drink, or at leaft but moderately. 
** In the fame yeerea new kind of ficknefs invaded fuddenlie the 
people of this land, paffing through the fame from the one end 
to the other. It began about the one and twentieth of Septem- 
ber, and continued untill the latter end of O‘tober, beinge fo 
fharpe and deadlie, that the like never was heard of to anie 
man’s remembrance before that time ; for fuddenlie a deadlie 
burning fweat fo affailed their bodies and diftempered their 
blood with a moft ardent heat, that fcarce one amongft an 
hundred that fickened did efcape with life; for all in manner, 
as foon as the {weate tooke them, or within a fhort time after 
yielded the ghoft. Befide the great number which deceafed 
within the citie of London, two maiors fucceflivelie died within 
eight daies, and fx aldermen. At length by the diligent obfer- 
vation of thofe that efcaped (which marking what things had 
doone them good and holpen to their deliverance, ufed the like 
asaine, when they fell into the fame difeafe the fecond or third 
time as to diverfe it chanced) a remedie was found for that mor- 
tal maladie, which was this: if a man in the day time were ta- 
ken with the fweat, then fhould he ftraight lie down with all 
his clothes and garmentes, anc continue in his fweate four and 
twentie hours, after fo moderate a fortas might be. If in the 
night he chanced to be taken, then fhould he not rife out of his 
bed for the fpace of four and twentie houres, fo cafting the 
clothes that he might in no wife provoke the fweate ; but lic fo 
temperatelie, that the water might diftill out foftlie of the owne 
accord, and to abftaine from all meat, if he might fo long fuffer 
hunger ; and to take no more drinke, neither hot nor colde, 
than would moderatelie quench and affwage his thirftie appetite. 
Thus in lukewarm drinke, temperate heate, and meafurable 
cloaths, manie efcaped. Few which ufed this order (after it 
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was found out) died of this fweat. Marie one point diligentlie 
above all other in this cure is to be obferved, that he never did 
put his hand or foot out of the bed to refrefh or coole himéfelf, 
which to doo is no leffe jeopardie than fhort and prefent death. 
Thus this difeafe, comming in the firft yeare of king Henrie’s 
reigne, was judged (of fome) to bea token and figne of a troub- 
lous reigne of the fame kinge, as the proofe partlie afterward 
fhewed itfelf.” Holiinthed, p. 763, copied by Grafton, p. 857. 
Hall fays, ‘it was fo fore, fo paynfull and fharp that the lyke 
was never harde of to any mane’s remembrancie before that time. 
For fudenly a dead!y and burnynge {weate invade their bodyes 
and vexed their blood with a moft ardent heate, infefting 
the {tomach and the head previoufly ; by the tormentyng and 
vexacion of which ficknes, men were fo fore handled, and fo 
paynofully pangned, that if they were layed in their bed, beyng 
not liable to fuffre the importunate heat, they caft away the 
fhetes and all the clothes lying onthe bed. If they were with- 
in apparell and veftures, they would put off all their garmentes 
even to their fhertes. Others were fo drye, that they dranke 
the colde water to quenche their importune heat and infaciable 
thirft. Others that coulde or at the leaft woulde abyde the heat 
and ftyntche (for in dede the fweate had a great and a ftrong 
favoure) caufed clothes to be layed upon them, as much as they 
coulde beare, to dryve out the fweate, yf it might be. All in 
maner, as foon as the {weate toke them, or within a fhort fpace 
after, yielded up their ghoft. When any perfon had fully and 
completely fweate twenty-four hours (for fo long did the 
ftrength of this plague hold them) he fhould be then cleerly de- 
lyvered of his difeafe ; yet not fo cleane ryd of it, but that he 
might fhortly relaps, and fall agayn into the fame evyll pyt ; 
yea, agayne and twyle agayne, as many one indede dyd, which 
after the third tyme dyed of the fame. ‘This ftrange and un- 
known difeafe, at that tyme, vexed.and greved only the realme 
of England in every toune and village, as yt dyd diverfé tymes 
after. But lv yere after yt fayled into Flaunders, and after inte 
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ermany, where it deftroyed people innumerable for lack of 
knowledge of the Englith experience.” Hall, f. 111. It came 
again 22 Efen. VIL. (Ib. f. iix} g Hen. VIII. ‘this malady was 
fo crueli, that it killed fome within three houres ; fome within 
twoo houres; fome merry about diner, and dedde at fupper. Ma- 
ny dyed in the kynge’s court ; the lorde Clinton, the lorde Grey 
of Wilton, and many knightes, gentlemen, and officers. For 
this plague Mighelmas terme was adjourned ; and, becaufe that 
this malady continued from July tothe middle of December, the 
kyng kept himfelf ever with a fmall compaignie, and kept no 
folemnne Chriftmas, willing to have no reaion or feare of infec» 
cion. In fome one toun halfe the people died ; and in fome other 
the thirde parte, the fweate was fo ferventand infeccious ‘f. ]xiii.) 
20 Hen. VIII. in the end of May it began again at London, and 
went through the realm. Many died within five or fix hours; 
divers in the court, among them, Sir Francis Povnts, who was 
embaflador to Spain. The king and court remained at Titten- 
hanger, which was daily purged with fires and other preferva- 
tives. F. clxxi.” P. 8g1- [Britifh Critic] 
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A EDICAL THESES, [lefed from among the Inaugural Dif- 

fertations, publifbed and defended by the graduates in medicine 
of the Univerfity of Pennfylvania, (Sc. &8c. By Charles Cald- 
well, M D. Editor of the work.— Philadelphia. —T. & W. 
Bradford, 1806. 8vo pp. 396. 


The following is the Table of Contents to the fecond volume 
of Medical Thefes. 


I. JOHNSON on the Influenza. 

II. STUART on the Salutary Effects of Mercury, in Malignnnt Fevers, 

Ill, GLOVER on Digestion. 

IV. HODGES’ Experiments and Observations on the Absorption of Active Medi- 
Gines into the Circulation. 

V. QUACKENBOS on Dysentery, by an induction of facts fron) which the Mitchil- 
lian Doctrine of Pestile:.tial Fluids is illustrated, 

VI. JACKSON on External Applications, 

VII. MASSIE on the Properties of the Polygala Senega. 

VII, DARLINGTON on the mutual influeiuce of Habits and Disease. 

IX, COCKE on the cause of the Extensive liflammation, which attacks Wounded 
Cavities and their Contents. 

X. BRYARLY on the Lupulus Communis or Common Hop, 

XI, SMITH on Wounds of the Intestines, 


XII, KLAPP’S Chemico-Phvsiological Essay disproving the existence ofan Aeri- 
form Function in the Skin, and pointing out, by experiment, the impropriety of ascrib- 
ing Absorption to the External Surface of the Human Body, 


XIII. DANGERFIELD on Cutaneous Absorption, 
XIV. TONGUE on the three following subjects. 


1. An attempt to prove, that the Lues Venerea, was not introduced into Europe 
from America. 


2. An Experimental Inquiry into the Modus Operandi of Mercury, in curiuy the 
Lues Venerea, 


* 


3. Experimental proofs that the Lues Venerea, and Gonorrhoea, are two distinct 
forms of disease, 
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A Treatife on the management of Female Complaints, and of 
Children in early infancy. By Alexander Hamilton, M. D. Ree 
vifed and enlarged by his fon, Dr. Fames Hamilton, Profefor of 
Midwifery, in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, (Sc.—Philadelphia— 
Dobjon.— pp. 319.——Price 1 dollar. 
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Far, case of worms in 7 31 
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Sayre’s case of worins, from the vagi- 
na and ear 
Saline draught, formula ‘for ‘ 


Septic acid, Brickell, on its genera- 
tion 


Sea-bread, to obviate its destruction 
by the wevil , . 
Senac on fevers, “aldweli’s edition of 

Serum of blood, used in painting 

Shaw, Dr. H.G, on bleeding 

case of accident, &c. ; 
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Smith on the fever of Loudoun coun. 
ty, Virginia ‘ ° 
Smith’s experimests, on wounded in- 
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Smith, Rev. Samuel 5. on the effica- 
cy of blood letting, in a case of he- 
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Spercer, marine, description of : 
Spirits of aaa on the cure of 
a burn with 
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Standford’s case of worms, &c., dis- 
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Stringham, onthe diuretic effects of 
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Stuart, on death from long continued 
abstinence ‘ , ° 
Stuart’s dissection, &c. of a case of 
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Superfetation, case of ., . 
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31 occur 438 
351 | Thermometers, observations. on the 
various scales of . x 437 
155 | Thomson’s history of a monstrous 
child ‘ A 17 
102 | ‘Thomas’s Case of uterine hemorrhage, 
362 &e. 55 
104 | Tinea capitis, cured by vaccination 53 
Tincture of tobacco, formula for, in 
22 pin of temples, from ophthalmia 351 
Tobacco bouyzies, used in stricture 289 
286 | Uterus case ot ruptured . 41l 
Uterus, mortification of > 70 
£89 | Uterine hemorrhage, case of , 55 
477 | Umbilical cord, long continued pul- 
84 sation of . . > 140 
United States, Blodget’s statistical 
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Universal anchylosis, case of ; 353 
238 | Vaccination, W.tkins, on ° 51 
case of tinea, cured by 53 
235 | Vagina, case of worms in ‘ . 31 
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150 | Watkins on vaccination ; 51 
100 | Watkins, on the nature and cultiva- 
tion of medicinal plants , 426 
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403 sea bread ‘ ‘ : 103 
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82 nary bladder ; ‘ 403 
237 | White lead, Deberimer’s mode of pre- 
pariug ° . 237 
23 Williamson, on the diseases of Queen 
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15 | Wilkinson, on prep ring white lead 102 
Wilkins, on a gum for calico print- 
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316 | Worm. discharged from the vagina 
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74 | Worms and bugs discharged from the 
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363 | Wounded brain, Dorsey’s case of 282 
Yellow fever, on its contagion . 297 
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